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About us

• Professor Marilyn Leask, Dean of the Faculty of Education, Sport and 

Tourism. Instrumental in establishing TeacherNet, the European 

SchoolNet, the Teacher Training Resource Bank, Communities for 

Public Service and Education Communities.

• Annika Coughlin, Research Assistant, Faculty of Education, Sport 

and Tourism. Background in Sociology and Social Research. 

Experienced online moderator/facilitator.
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http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/
http://www.eun.org/web/guest
http://www.eun.org/web/guest
http://www.ttrb.ac.uk/
http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/
http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/
http://www.educationcommunities.org/


New ways of working

• Evidence of impact

• Scale-up small scale research

• International collaborations

• Collaborations between policy makers, practitioner researchers and 

academic researchers

• Practitioner access to research

• User engagement at all stages of the research process
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‘Making Online Collaboration Work’

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

workshop

• 18 March 2011, Paris

• Delegates from many sectors invited 

• Workshop objectives

• Learn from leaders of successful collaborative sites/online 

communities. 

• Develop scenarios for the future design and sustainability of 

OECD’s educationtoday. 

• www.oecd.org/edu/educationtoday
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http://www.oecd.org/edu/educationtoday


Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) workshop

• GovLoop Facebook for Government employees in the USA 

• Engage for Education Scottish Government

• The Connected Republic – a community space, initiated by CISCO, 

where people interested in public sector transformation meet and 

share ideas

• AllOurIdeas – an international Ideas Marketplace

• DMG-Network – Internet Network Development

• World Bank – Knowledge Management Officer

• GovDelivery UK – provider of government-to-citizen communication 

solutions

• UNESCO – Education for All – Global Monitoring Report Team
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http://www.govloop.com/
http://www.engageforeducation.org/
http://www.theconnectedrepublic.org/
http://www.allourideas.org/
http://www.dmg-network.com/
http://www.dmg-network.com/
http://www.dmg-network.com/
http://www.worldbank.org/education
http://www.govdelivery.com/whos-using-gd/international/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/


Background  to the 

Education Communities

• www.educationcommunties.org is a web 2.0 professional networking 

platform

• Based on the award winning online community for those involved in 

public service www.communities.idea.gov.uk (estabished 2005, 

80,000 members and 1,500 communities)

• We want to create a successful network for anyone involved in 

educational research from any discipline and any sector

• This online platform can help support national and international 

collaborations
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http://www.educationcommunties.org/
http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/


Purpose

• Encourage the development and sharing of new ideas and 

strategies

• Enable people to connect locally, nationally and globally to run 

joint research projects

• Support faster problem solving

• Cut down on the duplication of effort

• Provide potentially endless access to expertise
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Current use of Education Communities

• Not just knowledge exchange or benchmarking as for local 

government communities

• Writing collaborative articles and books – no need to communicate 

via email and lose documents

• Networking

• Research groups

• Project management

• People finder for expertise and project partners

• Self organising networks
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People finder
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Research bid application €1.5million, 

10 partners, 5 countries

• “We could exchange documents, ask questions, seek 
contributions, have discussions as well as use the blog facility 
where I, as lead partner could keep all updated. The research 
office were registered as well as administrators in the partner 
countries, so the bid was visible to all parties involved. There 
were over 20 people involved in putting the bid together, I 
wouldn’t have been able to keep track and know what everyone 
has been sent. When people put profile pictures up it was useful. 
I will use the community space again to manage the project if we 
win the bid.”

Lecturer, University of Bedfordshire

30/03/2011University of Bedfordshire 14



How does it differ?

• LinkedIn 

• Discussion groups/forums

• Google Docs

• Blogs

• Facebook

• Twitter

All have different purposes and functions
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Would you like to know more?

• Register and explore

• Become a partner

• Register for our Facilitator workshop led by Sarah Jones from     

Core Education Two workshops, one in June and one in September.

• Contact annika.coughlin@beds.ac.uk for further information
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http://www.core-ed.org.uk/
mailto:annika.coughlin@beds.ac.uk















