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The widespread movement to establish educational
standards has led to a remarkable increase in efforts to
evaluate learner performance through various types of
objective testing procedures. This is not only true in
the German education system, but in most other Euro-
pean countries as well. Language teaching — not only
at universities — has been greatly affected by these
developments. At universities throughout Europe, it is
the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEF) that has primarily set new standards.
It is increasingly the case that the entrance require-
ments for many degree programmes, as well as further
study requirements for foreign language competence,
have to be verified by certificates that are based on the
CEF. However, the descriptors of the Common European
Framework have become a basis for more than such
diagnostic testing; individual language courses in-
creasingly stipulate that the improvement in language
competence achieved be ascertained and documented
through a process of continuous quality management.
In the light of these developments, language teachers
are being increasingly confronted with the task of test-
ing language accomplishments, often without any sub-
stantial training that could serve as a point of refer-
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ence. The same can be said of the task of helping
learners develop their ability to evaluate themselves in
autonomous learning processes. There is a correspond-
ingly high demand among many teachers for more in-
formation and the opportunity to share experience and
expertise on this topic.

The 31 Bremen Symposium 2011 will respond to this
demand with its main topic: Autonomy and Assess-
ment. The symposium will be concerned with all as-
pects surrounding the central question of which areas
of language competence can be measured by which
procedures (as put into practice in language classrooms
at universities and other language teaching institutes),
as well as which areas of language competence can be
related to self-imposed or predetermined standards. In
keeping with the tradition of the Bremen Symposium,
the implications of the main topic for autonomous
learning should be given particular attention, e.g. by
including the question as to which evaluation proce-
dures are appropriate either to be made available to
learners for self-evaluation or to support learning ad-
visors as they accompany learners through the self-
learning process.
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