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6–7

Professor David 
Barrett’s research into 
human trafficking�� ���������������
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� The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 

Education (QAA) has praised the University’s 

nursing, midwifery, health visiting and operating 

department practice programmes.

� The QAA said it has confidence in the academic 

and practitioner standards achieved by the 

University’s courses, and its proximity to 

hospitals was highlighted as a key strength. 

� The review highlighted the fact that students 

on post-qualifying and postgraduate nursing 

programmes achieved a 100 per cent completion 

rate with no failures.

� It reported that students on the pre-

registration nursing programme find 

employment, the majority locally, and BSc 

students have enjoyed a 100 per cent employment 

rate after qualifying.
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10–11

The carnival  
that is out of 
this world�� ���������������
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16–17

90s reunion shows 
the spirit has 
not altered�� ���������������
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WELCOME to the first issue 
of Noteworthy for the new 
University of Bedfordshire. 

This exciting new county-
wide University has been 
created as a result of 
the merger between the 
University of Luton and 
DMU’s Bedford campus. 
What does this mean for 
you as an alumnus? Well,  
it means only good things! 
One of the most exciting 
changes is that we are 
aiming to significantly 
improve alumni relations 
with the formation of a 
new and improved Alumni 
Association – turn to page 
34 to read all about it. 

I hope you enjoy reading 
about all the changes that 
have taken place. The 
Luton campus has a new 
Centre for Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning  
(see pages 22/23), while  
the Bedford campus has 
brand new gymnasiums 
(see page 13). 

You’ll find profiles of your 
fellow alumni throughout 
the magazine and on 
pages 28-29 we’ve raided 
the archives to find some 
photographs of yesteryear. 

Turn to page 30 to read 
all about a recent reunion 
that former student Gareth 
Liddiatt organised. It was 
held at the Students’ Union 
and was definitely a night 
to remember! 

If you need help to track 
anyone down, or you 
would like to feature in the 
next issue of Noteworthy, 
please don’t hesitate to 
contact me on +44 (0)1582 
489012 or email me at 
alumni@beds.ac.uk.

Karen Cooper  
Alumni Officer

Plus . . . 
12–13 Focus on teaching

18–19 Stories from around the world

20–21 BBC broadcasters take the honours
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Questionnaire
Inside your copy of Noteworthy you will find an  
alumni questionnaire. Please take the time to complete  
and return it in the pre-paid envelope provided so   
that we have an up-to-date record of your details.
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Merger gets off to a flying start

THE launch of the new 
University of Bedfordshire 
was a great success, 

with staff, students and guests 
gathering to hear the Vice 
Chancellor, Professor Les 
Ebdon, outline the way forward 
for the new institution. 
“It was extremely pleasing to 

see so many smiling faces at the 
launch,” said Professor Ebdon.

  
Excitement 

The VC toured the University’s 
hospital sites in High Wycombe 
and Aylesbury, as well as its 
campuses in Luton and Bedford, 
and spoke about the plans for the 
new institution, which was formed 
following a £15m merger deal 
between the University of Luton 
and DMU’s campus.
“We couldn’t have asked for a 

better turn-out and there was a 
real air of excitement,” he added.

Professor Ebdon spoke about 
the £34m investment programme 
currently under way at the Bedford 
campus, the proposed £25m 
investment at Luton, and plans to 
work more closely with partners 
and businesses across the region 

to ensure students graduate with 
the skills required by employers.
“This is the biggest single 

development in Bedfordshire for 
some time in terms of economic 
growth,” he said. 

The new logo and signage, 
which feature abstract letter forms 
of the University’s initials, were 
unveiled at each campus before 
the official celebratory receptions 
got under way.

We have lift-off!

New 
beginnings:  
Celebrations 
at the 
University’s 
Aylesbury 
hospital site; Professor Kate Jacques, 
Dean of the Faculty of Education and 
Contemporary Studies and Pro Vice 
Chancellor, with Professor Les Ebdon,  
Vice Chancellor, and Bedford’s Mayor, 
Frank Branston.

From the Vice Chancellor, Professor Les Ebdon

I AM delighted to welcome you to the 
new University of Bedfordshire.

The University values and takes 
pride in its alumni and I hope that  
you will maintain a lifelong 
relationship with us. We aim to take 
alumni relations and involvement to 
a higher level. 

The University of Luton and DMU’s 

Bedford campus combined forces 
on 1 August 2006 to create the new 
University. 

We are the largest provider of 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
education in Bedfordshire, with two 
main campuses in central Luton and 
Bedford which are complemented  
by four hospital sites and several 
partner institutions in the region.  
The name has changed but it is still 
your University!

Our official launch day was a day 
to be remembered. More than 600 
members of staff, students and local 
dignitaries gathered to celebrate. 
Read all about it below.

Development is definitely in the air. 
The University is undergoing major 
expansion and by 2007 will have 
completed a £45 million investment 
in the two campuses. 

Bedford’s Polhill campus is 
benefiting from £8m state-of-the-art 
sports science labs, a new 280-seat 
theatre and a £20m en suite halls  
of residence. 

Tens of millions of pounds have 
already been invested in the Luton 
campus, including a £5.5m Centre 
for Media Arts and an £8.2 million 
Learning Resources Centre, with a 
further £25m plus to come. If you’re 
in the area, pay us a visit and see the 
changes for yourselves. 
■ Visit our new website,  
www.beds.ac.uk, to stay up to 
date on our developments and  
don’t forget to share your news  
with us too. We want you to get 
involved in the life and future 
prosperity of your new University 

– now is a perfect time to show  
your support and pride!
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Luton and Bedford merger means more...Beautiful Bedford
 

BEDFORD, a historic 
market town situated 
on the Great Ouse, 
celebrates its diverse 
cultural mix at the annual 
River Festival. 

The 2006 event 
attracted hundreds of 
thousands of visitors 
from all over the 
country with a colourful 
atmosphere of floats, 
parades and dragon  
boat racing. 

The University 
sponsored the Sports 
Village, which included 
a climbing wall and 
cricket tournament and 
ran a number of physical, 

health and well-being 
activities.

An exciting 
development in 
the Bedford area 
is proposed by the 
National Institute for 
Research into Aquatic 
Habitats (NIRAH),  
on disused clay pits  
near Stewartby.  
It will bring a high-tech 
research centre and 
tourist attraction to the 
area, which will recreate 
the natural habitats  
of hundreds of  
species of freshwater 
fish, amphibians 
and reptiles.

AS A RESULT of the merger, 
the new University has 
a significantly increased 

number of postgraduate courses on 
offer. Maybe you’ve been thinking 
about boosting your undergraduate 
degree with a postgraduate 
qualification? Or perhaps you fancy a 
change of career direction? However 
many years ago you graduated, we’d 
love to welcome you back to either 
the Luton or Bedford campus so 
you can pursue postgraduate study.

At the Luton campus you can 
choose from a wide range of 
Master’s courses in areas such 
as Business (including the MBA), 
Computing and Information 
Systems, Media, Art and 
Design, Psychology and Social 
Studies, Sport and Biomedical 
Science and Medical Sciences.

And at the Bedford campus you 
can train to become a teacher by 
studying one of the many PGCE 
courses on offer or take professional 
qualifications from, among 
others, the Chartered Institute of 
Management Accountants (CIMA) 
and the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA).
■ For a full list of the 
postgraduate courses available, 
including postgraduate 
diplomas and certificates, please 
visit our website at www.beds.
ac.uk – we’d love to see  
you again.

THE new University’s identity takes its inspiration 
from seedling and leaf shapes – signifying 
how students can grow. It symbolises new 
possibilities, new beginnings and new futures. The 
shapes represent abstracted letter forms of the 
University’s initials – U and B. The identity evokes 
partnership, illustrating how the University and 
students can achieve great things together.

The organic shapes help to convey the caring, 
supporting environment of the University. The red 
colour echoes the colours of the University of Luton 
and DMU Bedford, 
which have come 
together to form 
the new University 
of Bedfordshire.

Brains behind the brand
Did you know? 

■ Paula Radcliffe, current world 
record holder for the women’s  
marathon, comes from Bedford.  
She was awarded an Honorary 
Doctor of Arts degree by 
the Bedford campus for her 
contribution to the sport in  

2001 and in 2002 was made BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year.
■ Gail Emms, badminton silver 
medallist at the 2004 Athens 
Olympics, is also from the town.
■ Ronnie Barker, one of 
Britain’s best-loved comedians, 
was born in Bedford. He 
sadly died last year.

Postgrad courses
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Luton and Bedford merger means more...

Why 
postgraduate 
study?  
The facts:

■ The University’s 
postgraduate teacher 
training provision has 
been awarded the 
highest grade – Grade 
1 – for the management 
and quality assurance 
in the 2006 Office for 
Standards in Education 
(Ofsted) report
■ In the latest 
Research Assessment 
Exercise (RAE), the 
University scored 
highly in Tourism, 
Media, Business and 
Management and Sport
■ Many of our 
researchers are experts 
in their field
■ The University has 
six Research Institutes 
covering a wide range 
of practical and applied 
research areas
■ We offer flexible 
and family-friendly 
attendance modes 
and part-time study 
opportunities

Lovely Luton
 

HOW long is it since you 
visited Luton? It’s always 
been a town that doesn’t 
stand still but you may be 
surprised next time you 
pop in.

You’ll find that it’s in 
the process of having 
a massive facelift with 
billions of pounds being 
spent to . . .
■

 
Expand London Luton 

Airport
■

 
Build a major new 

Science Park at Butterfield
■

 
Revamp the former 

Vauxhall site in Luton with 
houses and shops
■

 
Widen the M1 

motorway to four lanes
■

 
Build a further bypass 

for the north of the town
■

 
Make improvements to 

the town centre and the 

rail station
■

 
Improve the Arndale 

Centre (now known as 
The Mall)

As alumni know, 
Luton’s a town where 
everyone is welcome. 150 
different nationalities are 
represented – and now 
even purple-tentacled 
space aliens. 

Diversity is the 
message of Sam 
Jordison’s story 
Unexpected Guests, 
published in Junction 
10, a 2005 anthology of 
stories about Luton. The 
aliens even visit the 
Students’ Union. The 
author says his story 
shows Luton’s status as 
the “most inclusive place” 
in the UK.

Did you know?

■ One of Britain’s brightest 
new sports stars is Luton-born 
24-year-old Monty Panesar. 
The first Sikh to play cricket 
for England, he is being hailed 
a national hero following a 
series-winning display against 

Pakistan, and as England’s most exciting 
spinner for 30 years.
■ Actor Lee Ross, who plays 
Owen in EastEnders, comes 
from Luton.
■ Luton is best known for its 
airport, which is being extended 
with a new full-length runway 
and a south terminal.

Postgrad courses

  

Q WILL it be possible to have my University of 
Luton degree/award certificates replaced 
with new ones so that future employers will 

recognise them?

A We are happy to provide you with a letter to put 
beside your degree certificate which confirms 
that the University of Luton has changed its 

name to ‘University of Bedfordshire’.
Alternatively, if you have lost your original certificate, 

we can supply you with a verification document in a 
format similar to an award certificate from the University 
of Bedfordshire for a fee of £50 (including VAT).

Please contact alumni@beds.ac.uk for further 
information.

Degrees of change
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Meet the new kids on the block

The ‘in’ crowd

Congratulations
THE success stories coming out of the Faculty  
of Creative Arts, Technologies and Science  
(CATS) include:
Department of Computing and Information Systems
■ THE University has been chosen to lead cutting-
edge research that will revolutionise the way health 
professionals from around the world undertake their 
work.

The Department’s research team has won £1m from 
the European Commission to fund three high-profile 
‘IT for Health’ projects, including the Strategy Towards 
the Euro Physiome (STEP) programme, an Internet-
based digital library, and a project that will focus on the 
prevention and treatment of cerebral aneurysms. 
■ FACE scanners and fingerprint readers are usually 
reserved for the likes of James Bond and Mission 
Impossible films, but such technology is very much a 
reality at the University.

Students now have the opportunity to learn about 
computer security from the new three-dimensional 
face scanner and fingerprint reader, which have 
recently been added to the Department, thanks to a 
£10,000 cash injection. 

Noteworthy shines the spotlight on some new faces joining the  

Faculty of Creative Arts, Technologies and Science (CATS).

Professor James Crabbe
New Dean of Luton’s 
Faculty of Creative 
Arts, Technologies 
and Science (CATS).

A FELLOW of Wolfson 
College, Oxford, an award-
winning classical record 
producer, a member of 
the Medical Research 
Council’s College of 
Experts, an internationally 
recognised biologist, an 
accomplished scuba diver 
who gets to conduct 
research in tropical seas. . . .

The life and achievements 
of Professor James Crabbe 
would annoy you if he 
wasn’t such a nice guy!

Professor Crabbe 
researches reef ecology 
and, in particular, the 
effects of global warming 

on the symbiotic algae 
that give the corals their 
colour and sustain their 
life – in some of the most 
beautiful parts of the world.

How does life in 
Luton measure up to 
his tropical paradise?
“I’ve been tremendously 

impressed by the 
friendliness and support 
of people here,” said 
the Professor.

James Anslow, Jason 
Wilson, John McCarthy 
and Paul Fiolkowski
Lecturers in Media, Sports 
Therapy and Sports Science.

AN Englishman, an 
Irishman, an American 
and an Australian – four 
new lecturers – walk into 
a bar (the Brewery Tap in 
Park Street, inevitably).

The Englishman, James 
Anslow, has just started 
in the Media School.
“I’ve found three of the 

best pubs I’ve ever known,” 
says James, a former 
Chief Production Editor on 
The News of the World.

Another is Jason 
Wilson, the Australian.
“I enjoy walks on the 

beach, fireside chats and 
watersports,” he said.

 American, Paul 
Fiolkowski, has come to 
teach Sports Therapy. “It’s 
a great School,” he says. 

“Lots of energetic people.”
Also new is John 

McCarthy, an Irishman 
who has worked as a 
fitness coach in the British 
Premiership and the 
Chinese Super League.
“I’ve taken small teams 

to big places,” says John. 
“The immense potential I 
see here is why I came.”

Tony Eddison
Head of the School of Media, 
Art and Design (MAD). An 
academic and professional 
expert in virtual 
modelling for architecture, 
archaeology and design.

TONY, born in the north 
of England, came to 
the Luton campus via 
Darlington, London, 
Manchester, Teesside – and 
a six-year stint in Australia 
as Chair of Design at the 
University of Newcastle, 
New South Wales.
“I’ve found a really great 

team here. I want our staff 
to be totally committed 
– totally MAD – and most  
of them already are!”

Tony’s other passions 
include his French wife, 
four children, and cooking.
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Ivor Gaber
Research Professor in 
the School of MAD.

IVOR was the first 
investigative journalist on 
News at Ten and the UK’s 
first Professor of  
Broadcast Journalism 
as well as having 
worked in his time as a 
reporter and producer 
for Reuters TV, ITN, the 
BBC, Channel 4 and Sky. 

A lifelong soccer 
fan, he has had a few 
opportunities to work in 
sports journalism. He 
fondly recalls his early 
days when he worked as 
industrial correspondent 
and football reporter on a 
local newspaper – in Luton!

Professor Cyril Weir 
Powdrill Chair in English Language Acquisition.

PROFESSOR Cyril Weir, one of the world’s 
leading authorities on English language skills, 
has joined the University of Bedfordshire with 
big plans to boost students’ language skills.

He takes up the Powdrill Chair in English Language 
Acquisition, which is funded from a special 
endowment worth more than £1 million, given to 
the University by a charitable trust 10 years ago. 

The funding will enable Professor Weir to set up 
a Centre for Research in English Language Learning 
and Assessment (CRELLA). He explained: “We 
want to improve academic literacy for everyone.”

 State-of-the-art equipment:  
Face scanning is a reality  

at the University.

 Language lover:  
Professor Cyril Weir 

 making plans for  
the future. 

Andrew Baker
BA (Hons) Media 
Performance, 2004.
Now a Sales Associate 
on a cruise liner.

ANDREW is about to 
embark on a new career 
with Princess Cruises as 
a Sales Associate on one 
of their cruise liners. 

The North Londoner 
came to the University’s 
Luton campus through 
Clearing.  
He hadn’t 
done as well 
as he had 
hoped in his 
A-levels, but 
still wanted 
to go to 
university. 
He was very 
impressed 
with the Luton campus 
media facilities.

He said: “The Media 
course was diverse 
and full of interesting 
modules. It enabled me 
to experience working 
on both sides of the 
camera, and to study 
film and other styles 
of performance from a 
theoretical point of view. 
The lecturers helped 
enormously and were 
passionate about their 
subjects.”

Andrew hopes to 
spend some time in 
Hawaii soon before 
finding a job in the media 
sector to make use of  
his degree.

■ These are just some  
of the stories coming  
out of the Faculty 
of Creative Arts, 
Technologies and 
Science at the University 
of Bedfordshire. 
■ For more success 
stories from this Faculty, 
turn to pages 8/9 where 
we take a closer look at 
the School of Media, Art 
and Design’s activities.
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The School of Media, Art and Design makes its mark

MAD for it .... 
Hitting the airwaves
 

The University’s School of Media, Art and Design (MAD) is in the business of making 

headlines and its people are never far from the media spotlight. Read all about it . . .

Congratulations
MORE success stories coming out 
of the School of Media, Art and 
Design (MAD).

■ A NEW media group, 
MediaCentric, has been launched 
as a collaboration between the 
University and a number of key 
players in order to provide a forum 

where the region’s up-and-coming 
media and creative companies can 
share information, have access to 
industry news and find out about 
funding and training.
■ AN international conference on 
‘Media in the Enlarged Europe’ was 
hosted by the University in May 
2006.

The conference featured more 

than 50 speakers, including writers, 
journalists, filmmakers and artists 
from more than 20 different 
countries. 
■ IN SPRING, the media student 
team ran the University’s own radio 
station, playing up-and-coming 
artists’ as well as established 
artists’ new music and tracks that 
charted within the last decade. 

OUR students are ruling 
the radio airwaves! 
Five University of 
Bedfordshire graduates 
are part of a growing 
army of former students 
carving out high-profile 
careers at London-based 
and national radio 
stations following degree 
courses in Media Studies.

Matt Fisher is now 
on BBC Radio One as a 
Sound Imaging Producer. 

Melvin Odoom and 
Rickie Hayward-Williams 
jointly launched their 
new 6–10am, Saturday 
and Sunday morning 
show on KISS 100 FM  
in July this year.

Dan Prior, 26, is now 
Station Imaging Producer 
for Xfm in London.

BBC Radio One 
reporter Debbie Randle is 
also an ex-Bedfordshire 

student who has found 
her way into national 
radio.

“The number of 
graduates working at 
national and regional 
radio stations is a 
reflection of the excellent 
teaching at Bedfordshire,” 
says Tony Eddison, 
Head of the University’s 
School of Media, Art and 
Design (MAD).  

“We have first-class 
links with industry and 
practitioners which help  
us design the curriculum 
as well as deliver it. 

“This ensures that 
our students are taught 
the skills which allow 
them to succeed in the 
workplace.”

For more details on  
another radio star turn  
to where are they now?  
on page 32.

Space cadet back to earth with a bang
She’s chatty, full of energy, hugely likeable, 
laughs a lot and likes living on the edge.

So it’s not surprising that Media Performance 
student, Sarah Jane Cass, was plucked from 
hundreds of young hopefuls to take part in a 
programme which was searching for Britain’s 
biggest thrill-seekers.

But, as the public discovered just days before 
Channel Four’s Space Cadets programme went 
on air, Sarah Jane was to become part of one of 
the most elaborate hoaxes on British television.

Sarah Jane still laughs at how she was fooled 
into believing that she would be launched into 
space as Britain’s first space tourist, along with 
eight other eager contestants. 

She said: “I’ve no regrets – it was an  
amazing experience.”

Designer Daniel jets off to Florida 
One of our graduates has been snapped 
up by a US design firm.

Award-winner Daniel McGing jetted off 
to Boyton Beach in Florida to take up his 
new post with a firm that specialises in 
architectural and graphic design.

This follows on from the 24-year-old’s  
Royal Society for the Encouragement of 
Arts (RSA) award for redesigning a school. 
He also graduated with a first class  
honours degree.

He believes his award played a big part 
in getting the job. He said: “The interview 
panel was very interested because the 
award recognises the best of British and 
European design talent.”

Students scoop top TV gong
Three University students scooped a top TV gong at the 
annual Royal Television Society (RTS) Awards.

Final year students Josef Brett, Chris Campkin and Alex 
East won the best Non-factual Student Television Award for 

In the spotlight:
From top, Daniel 
McGing, students 
receiving TV awards 
and Terry Massiah.
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The University’s School of Media, Art and Design (MAD) is in the business of making 

headlines and its people are never far from the media spotlight. Read all about it . . .

High-flyer: Space 
cadet Sarah  
Jane Cass is  

now working 
part-time for 
TV company 

Talkback Thames.

their short film A Tale of Two 
Sisters, and the trio got to 
share the stage with top 
journalists from BBC 
London News and ITN’s 
London Tonight, who 
won awards in other 
categories.

Speaking on behalf of 
the group, Josef Brett 

said: “It was so 
pleasing to stand 
on the stage in 
front of so many 
industry people and 
represent the University 
of Bedfordshire.”

Airport success
Fine Art student, Terry 
Massiah, grabbed the 
headlines when he 
joined forces with 

students from across 
the EU to put the 
finishing touches 
to a painting 
for London 
Luton 
Airport.
Terry 
was 

selected 
to paint the 
piece by local 
promotional 
group, Luton 
First, after its 
members read 
about his success 
at a German art 
exhibition. 

Heidi Daniels
BA (Hons) Media 
Performance, 2004.
Now a Marketing and 
Operations Officer for 
Theatre Brycheiniog in 
Brecon, South Wales.

AFTER graduating, Heidi 
worked briefly as a 
waitress, then landed her 
dream job in the theatre. 
She quickly worked her 
way through the ranks 
and her bosses were so 
impressed, they created 
a new position for her.

Heidi said: “Ultimately 
I would like to become 
an actress, but at the 
moment I’m happy to 
continue in my current 
position and help out 
backstage whenever  
I can.

“Life and my education 
have definitely taught 
me that you must always 
start at the bottom and 
work your way up – you 
will get there in the end.” 

Neil Parkes
BA (Hons) in 
Graphic Design. 
Now a Graphic  
Designer.

NEIL has 
enjoyed 
developing 
his design 
career and 
now works as 
an in-house 
designer 
for a large 
company.

He explained: 
“Without any question, 
completing my degree at 
the University has given 
me the relevant training 
that I needed. The year I 
decided to apply for the 
graphic design course, 
the University was high 
in the league tables for 
design.”

Neil has recently 
moved in with his 
girlfriend, who he met  
at the University.

■ JOURNALISM students got more 
than they bargained for when they 
joined easyJet’s top executives on a 
media relations exercise – the budget 
airline gave them free air tickets  
for taking part.

The undergraduates visited the 
airline’s headquarters at London 
Luton Airport to put their journalism 
and PR skills to the test. 

■ THE growing knife and gang culture 
among young people is the theme for 
a movie being made by a filmmaker 
from Bangladesh who has come to 
study at the Luton campus.
Zakir Hossain (right),  
who is studying an MA in  
Media Production, wrote 
the script and is directing  
the film.
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ALEADING expert in human 
trafficking has been 
attracting attention from 

academics across the world.
David Barrett, Dean of Partnerships at 

the University, has been contacted by  
a number of academics and institutions 
to tap into his expertise to support their 
research.

He recently helped Nechama Davies, 
a Master’s student at Tel Aviv University, 
to research her latest paper in child 
exploitation in Israel. This follows on 
from her research paper, Awake at 
Night, which addressed a therapeutic 
rehabilitation programme for sexually 
exploited children in Israel.

Professor Barrett said: “The sex 
industry and the exploitation of the 

vulnerable are not given a lot of media 
attention. Nechama has done some 
really positive research in this field and 
I was very happy to provide support 
and guidance in her work.”

  
Research opportunities 

The senior academic also visited 
the Ministry of Justice Research 
Department in Finland with University 
colleagues to investigate the young 
offender custody rates among Finnish 
and UK adolescents.

He will next be travelling to southern 
Estonia to carry out research into 
partnership opportunities with the 
University of Tartu, as well as holding 
exploratory discussions regarding 
research opportunities.

“This has been a busy year for 
me, showing that more research 
is being carried out in this area, 
which is often seen as taboo and 
therefore overlooked or ignored.  

I am pleased to support  
research which will help  

combat this industry  
which is continuing  

to grow.”
Professor David Barrett.

Stopping traffic:

Professor Barrett has: 
■ Written five books about human 
trafficking
■ Regularly appeared on television 
and radio programmes to provide 
his expert opinion
■ Acted as a consultant to 
voluntary and statutory sector 
agencies, chaired numerous 
research projects and spoken at 
many national and international 
conferences
■ Guest-edited Police Practice & 
Research: An International Journal 
2006
■ Contributed the first paper in the 
journal ‘The flesh trade in Europe’

Professor’s research grabs attention
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Stopping traffic:
■ The Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 

Education (QAA) has praised the University’s 

nursing, midwifery, health visiting and operating 

department practice programmes.

■ The QAA said it has confidence in the academic 

and practitioner standards achieved by the 

University’s courses, and its proximity to 

hospitals was highlighted as a key strength. 

■ The review highlighted the fact that students 

on post-qualifying and postgraduate nursing 

programmes achieved a 100 per cent completion 

rate with no failures.

■ It reported that students on the pre-

registration nursing programme find 

employment, the majority locally, and BSc 

students have enjoyed a 100 per cent employment 

rate after qualifying.

■ FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR HEALTH-

RELATED COURSES, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.BEDS.AC.UK/HEALTH

UNIVERSITY REPORT CARD Glowing report

Nothing 
succeeds  
like success

Professor’s research grabs attention

Fotini Karkabouna
BA (Hons) 
Sociology, 2002.
Now working in the 
accounting department 
at ABB International, 
in Greece. 

ONE of Fotini’s 
fondest 
memories of 
the University 
is its 
multicultural 
environment. 
She made 
many friends 
with people 
from all over the world 
and believes this has 
made her more open-
minded.

Fotini said: “Since 
leaving I have worked as 
a translator for several 
companies.  I became a 
junior accountant for a 
local company in 2004, 
and moved on to ABB  
in 2006.”

Nick Sharp
BSc (Hons) 
Psychology, 2003.
Now a psychology 
teacher at Fearnhill 
School in Letchworth, 
Hertfordshire.

NICK came from an 
engineering background 
and at the age of 
35 decided to risk 
everything to pursue a 
career in psychology. He 
sold his house, left his 
job and moved to Luton 
to study full-time.  

Nick was born 
in Luton and 
coming back was 
a little strange at 
first, but he was 
thankful for doing 
so as it has given 
him a completely 
new start in life.

“The course was 
great. My degree 
has definitely opened 
doors and changed 
people’s attitudes 
towards me more,”  
he said.

THE University has passed a 
recent review of more than  
40 of its health-related courses 
with flying colours thanks to 
its partnerships with Strategic 
Health Authorities and NHS 
Trusts. 

Higher Education watchdogs 
have reported that the quality 
of the University’s learning and 
teaching is “commendable”  
and that degree students 
enjoy a 100 per cent 
employment rate after 
qualifying.

Vice Chancellor, Professor 
Les Ebdon, said: “This report 
highlights the commitment of 
staff across all our NHS sites  
in providing students with  
first-rate practice placements 
in healthcare settings 
allowing them to gain vital 
skills for the workplace. Our 
graduates are highly sought 
after for this reason.” 

MORE success stories coming 
out of the Faculty of Health and 
Social Sciences.
■ THE University’s first-ever Going 
Professional Careers Conference 
for Psychology and Social Studies 
students was hailed a huge success.

The Conference attracted 200 students 
and was a collaborative effort by the 
Careers Service, Knowledge Hub and 
academic staff from Social Studies and 
Psychology programmes.

The programme included keynote 
speakers who gave an overview of 
graduate opportunities within their fields.
■ ONE of the University’s innovative 
foundation degrees, which prepares 
students for a career in care 
management, has been praised for its 
high academic standards.

The foundation degree in Care 
Management, which is validated by the 

University and 
delivered at Barnfield 

and Bedford colleges, was singled 
out for praise by the Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education (QAA).

In its report, the QAA identified a 
wealth of good practice, including the 
University’s close collaboration with the 
colleges and its successful recruitment 
and induction strategy, which is designed 
to attract and meet the needs of 
managerial staff in local care facilities.

The report also praised the way it had 
integrated work-based and academic 
learning, the support given to students 
by staff and the quality of learning 
resources, in particular the high-quality  
IT facilities.
■ For more information, see the 
University website at www.beds.ac.uk. 
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KATE Jacques is Dean of the Faculty of 
Education and Contemporary Studies at the 
Bedford campus, and Pro Vice Chancellor.

It’s Kate’s job to make sure students 
are taught and assessed effectively and 
that they leave the University having had a 
positive experience.

Noteworthy took 
her out of her busy 

schedule for a quick 
‘getting-to-know-you’ 
chat . . . .

Noteworthy: 
What does your job 
involve?

Kate: “It is 
important to me 
that we have a good 

reputation for quality 
degree programmes 

and strong student 
support. I make 

sure that we 
are always 
improving 
the quality of 
the student 
experience.  

I am also an ambassador for the University, 
strengthening our profile locally.”

Noteworthy: What do you like most 
about your job?

Kate: “The most satisfying part is 
graduation. Some students have struggled 
financially, or academically, so it’s great to 
see them achieve their goals.”

Noteworthy: What’s the best piece of 
advice you have been given?

Kate: “If in doubt, don’t. I haven’t always 
followed it, but most of the time, if I doubt 
something, I wouldn’t proceed with it. 
When I have, it has bitten me – whether it is 
hiring staff, buying a car or going on holiday.”

Noteworthy: If you were a dessert, what 
would you be?

Kate: “Crème brûlée. People might think 
I am brittle or hard on the outside. I may 
appear to be tough, but I’m quite soft and 
luscious inside!”

Noteworthy: What was your nickname at 
school and why?

Kate: “Everyone thought I was a bit of 
a swot because I read a lot of books. My 
family called me ‘Windy Blow’ – because  
I talked a lot and always had an opinion –  
I think it refers to being a windbag.”

Teachers 
get taught
TRAINEE teachers 
from across Europe 
have been spicing  
up lessons in the 
region’s primary 
schools thanks to 
the University of 
Bedfordshire.

Our Bedford  
campus organised 
the exchange 
placements as part 
of a Government 
pilot project, funded 
by the Training and 
Development Agency 
(TDA), for students 
taking the Primary 
Education degree 
course with Modern 
Foreign Languages.

Nearly 30 French 
and Spanish trainee 
teachers spent 
four weeks in local 
schools in Bedford, 
Kempston, Flitwick, 
Sandy, Blunham, Milton 
Keynes, Bletchley and 
Houghton Regis.

A group of Italian 
teachers also visited 
the region in June 
and a number of 
students went to Spain, 
France and Italy.

All students 
stay in University 
accommodation or 
student hostels to  
give them the 
opportunity to get 
a taste of life in a 
different country and 
see how our education 
system works.

PERFORMING Arts lecturers from 
the University’s Bedford campus are 
pioneering a new approach to teaching.

The traditional timetable, where 
students’ time is split between 
lectures and practical work, is 
being transformed to simulate the 
working conditions of performers.

Senior lecturers Michael Carter and 
Mary Steadman, and Head of Performing 
Arts and English, Dr Amanda Price, 
gave their reasons at the International 
University Theatre Association’s VIth 
World Congress in Italy. The Bedford 
lecturers presented a paper, Creating 
the Creative: Developing a University 

Curriculum for the 21st Century Performer,  
and said that recent initiatives in 
encouraging the growth of the creative 
industries had led to a major re-evaluation 
of the role of the actor/performer in  
contemporary British society.

Getting to know Kate Jacques

Acting for the future: From left,  
Dr Amanda Price, Mary Steadman  
and Michael Carter have their say. 

Creative teaching

Michelle Hawkins
BA (Hons) Physical Education.
Now a Community Sports Coach 
in Gymnastics at Marriotts 
School in Stevenage.

MICHELLE Hawkins didn’t let 
pregnancy with twins get in the 
way of her studies and managed 
to finish her four-year degree in 
Physical Education with Qualified 
Teacher Status (QTS) on schedule.

The 28-year-old had twin 
girls, Abbey and Grace, now 20 

months old, in the third year of her 
course. She remarkably managed 
to juggle looking after her other 
two children, Daniel, aged seven, 
and Olivia, aged six, while caring 
for the new arrivals and holding 
down a part-time job coaching 
gymnastics, as well as studying!

The mother of four said: “I was 
really determined to succeed 
and my partner Michael was 
very supportive. My lecturers 
allowed me to suspend my third 
year teaching practice to go on 

maternity leave. It was hard to fit 
studying in, but I managed to get 
most work done in the middle of 
the night while the twins slept.” 
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We are...

Elastic  
     gym-tastic
THE School of Physical Education and Sport Sciences 

at the Bedford campus is one of the top facilities 
in the country, with approval as “excellent” by 

both Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted) and 
Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) inspections. 

The School has trained more secondary school PE 
teachers than any other establishment 
in the UK, with a long tradition going 
back over 100 years of physical 
education teacher training. 

This year, two new, 
fully-equipped 
gymnasiums  
 
 
 
 

at the southern end of the Polhill campus have replaced  
the former gyms at Lansdowne Road. 

The hi-tech buildings include:
■ Movement sensor lighting
■ Energy efficient heating and lighting
■ A disabled lift to the spectator gallery
■ Refurbished showers and changing rooms
Students will also benefit from state-of-the-art sports 
science labs, which have replaced and enhanced the 

biomechanics and physiology facilities based at the 
Alexander Sports Hall.

This spring, Ian Roberts, Senior 
Lecturer in Physical Education,  

organised one of the biggest 
combined athletics events in  
the UK.

Final year PE students 
gave invaluable support by 
officiating at the event and 
gained vital experience to 

supplement their training 
and qualifications as part 

of their degree course.

Our record of excelling in sport continues 

– and our combined strength as the 

University of Bedfordshire is set to  

leave the competition standing.  

The School of Physical Education and 

Sport Sciences at our Bedford campus 

demonstrates how . . . .  
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We’re leading the field in...

WHEN it comes to 
launching careers 
and encouraging 

innovation, the University 
of Bedfordshire does the 
business.

CASE STUDY 1

THE Knowledge Hub is 
the University’s fount of 
all business expertise, 
and  everyone, from 
members of staff to 
students, alumni and 
businesses, has been 
reaping the benefits of 
events, competitions and 
free courses. 

One local man who 
grabbed the Hub’s 
opportunities with both 
hands was 31-year-old 
builder Alan McElligott. 
He had an inspired idea 
in the dead of night when 
he got up to feed his 
baby daughter. Recently, 
his innovative baby food 
dispenser, the ‘Bottle 
Buddy’ won the top prize 
in the Knowledge Hub’s 
i-Factor Awards, part-
sponsored by Godfrey 
Laws Accountants Ltd. 
Alan won £1,000 for Best 
Overall Business Idea.

Alan said: “It’s been 
very exciting to have such 
good support from the 
University. The great thing 
is that the help is free and 
when you are starting out 
on a new business, that’s 
brilliant.”

MORE success stories and news briefs 
from the University’s Business School.

■ IF you want to win £1,000 you need 
a great idea like that of Bilal Ahmen 
Surahyo, a 20-year-old accountancy 
student. Bilal won the University’s 
Business Concept Competition, with 
his idea for a new energising drink 
made from dates – Prime Date Syrup.

■ FOR the first time, the University 
of Bedfordshire is taking its expertise 
in the basics of building a business 
into the community. Four workshops 
are planned for two of Luton’s 
community centres in regeneration 

areas. Aspiring entrepreneurs and 
small and medium-sized businesses 
have been asked to take part.

■ CONGRATULATIONS go to the 
Luton and Dunstable Innovation 
Centre, one of the winners of the  
national Business Diversity Awards.  
The Innovation Centre won the award 
for the category Diversity Within a Not-
for-profit/Community Organisation.

■ LAWYERS of the future got a taste 
of real-life job pressures thanks to 
the annual ‘mooting event’ at the 
University. Second-year students 
took part and had to argue a make-

Alan McElligott with his daughter, who helped inspire his ‘Bottle Buddy’.

University 
is bursting 
with 
business 
success 
stories
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We’re leading the field in...

alumni

Innovation

CASE STUDY 4

GRADUATES and 
academics are helping 
businesses across the 
eastern region to be at the 
cutting edge in their fields 
in a project led by the 
University of Bedfordshire.

They include developing 
an innovative water-

metering product for a 
Luton company, expertise 
to help a Suffolk brewery 
distribute beer in tip-top 
condition, and a new 
form of packaging for 
an Essex company.

The University now has  
graduate programmes like 

these worth £1 million 
through the KEEP project 
– a scheme involving a 
three-way partnership 
between companies, the 
University and recent 
graduates, providing 
cost-effective solutions 
to business problems.

CASE STUDY 3

ONE of the first companies 
to rent a small space at 
the Luton and Dunstable 
Innovation Centre six years 
ago has proved to be a 
runaway success.

E-learning specialist, 
the Affordable Computer 
Training company (ACT), 
has been flooded with 
business following a 

marketing partnership 
with a multi-million-pound 
Luton firm.

Within a few months 
of the business deal, ACT 
has increased its turnover 
by more than 50 per 
cent. The result has even 
surprised entrepreneur 
Nazir Jessa, Chairman of 
Watford Electronics, who 

started out as mentor to 
the University graduates 
who set up ACT.

Nazir said: “This is a 
real success story for the 
Innovation Centre – a 
fantastic private enterprise 
collaboration which is 
generating new jobs and 
opportunities within the 
local economy.”

CASE STUDY 2

GRADUATE Abdul Ahad is 
already well on his way to 
literary success after his 
first science fiction book, 
First Ark to Alpha Centauri, 
made the bestseller 
list on one of the UK’s 
leading shopping websites 
– amazon.co.uk.

Abdul, from Luton, 

graduated from the 
University in 1994 with a 
BA (Hons) in Business and 
Finance. The 36-year-old 
said: “This is a very exciting 
time for me. Initial reviews 
of my book have been 
overwhelmingly positive, so 
I hope such good feedback 
will encourage people 

to go out and buy it.”
Abdul spent two 

years researching the 
technical and scientific 
details for the book to 
make it as accurate as 
possible, right down to 
the dimensions, hardware 
and infrastructure of the 
spaceship in the story.

believe legal case in front of a real 
audience and a panel of expert judges.

■ POLITICS, football, rock climbing, 
museum volunteering – these days 
our leisure activities are varied 
and fulfil many roles. These kinds 
of pastimes were analysed by 
experts at The Serious and Casual 
Leisure Extensions and Applications 
Conference, organised by Dr Lesley 
Lawrence, from the Division of Tourism, 
Leisure and Sport Management, which 
hosted the event in conjunction with 
the Leisure Studies Association. 

■ DR JOHN Stredwick, who teaches 

Human Resource Management in 
the Business School, has added four 
new books to his literary collection, 
including a Polish edition of one of 
his best-known works, Managing 
People in Small Businesses.

■ SOME of Luton’s most 
disadvantaged areas are set to become 
thriving business incubation centres, 
thanks to a cash boost from the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown.

The £134,000 grant has been secured 
by the University of Bedfordshire’s 
Business Development Unit, from UK 
Business Incubation (UKBI) on behalf 
of the Government.

Susan 
Hartridge
Executive 
Master of 
Business 
Administration 
(MBA), 2006.
Now Deputy  
Director 
of Human 
Resources at 
the University of 
Bedfordshire.

SUSAN Hartridge 
graduated from the Luton 
campus as an Executive 
Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) in 
March 2006. Prior to this, 
she had worked at the 
University for five years 
as Human Resources 
Manager before being 
promoted to Deputy 
Director. 

Susan said there 
had been many 
positive changes at the 
University since she 
joined, including the 
opening of the Learning 
Resources Centre and 
the online Athens system. 

Omotayo Adegboye
MSc Accounting.
Now studying for his 
Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants 
(ACCA) final exams.

OMOTAYO’S big 
ambition is to set up  
his own accountancy 
firm and to start 
practising as a certified 
chartered accountant. 

“My degree was 
rewarding, useful and 
complementary to my 
first degree, a BSc in 
Accounting, as well as 
my time spent as an audit 
trainee,” he said.

As a result of lecturing 
styles, support and 
passion for education at 
the Luton campus, one 
of Omotayo’s ambitions 
is to begin lecturing 
on a part-time basis.


