BAAL TESTING, EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT SIG

Minutes of the AGM meeting held on 18 November 2011 at University of Warwick

Chair:  

Vivien Berry (Convenor)

Attending:  
Guoxing Yu (Deputy Convenor)



Fumiyo Nakatsuhara (Communications Officer) – minutes

Liz Hamp-Lyons (Steering Committee Member)

Lynda Taylor (Steering Committee Member)



Other SIG members (8)

1. Welcome, approval of minutes of 2010 AGM and apologies for absence

· Copies of the 2010 AGM minutes were circulated to the attendees; approval of the minutes was obtained.

· Apologies were received from the TEA SIG Meetings Coordinator, Evelina Galazci, and the Treasurer, Susan Sheehan.

2. Convenor’s report

· SIG approval:
 The BAAL TEA SIG was approved by the BAAL Executive Committee after one probationary year in January 2011.

· Membership: 

i. The BAAL TEA SIG has 73 SIG members, and based on their self-report when they joined the SIG, 54 members are BAAL members. 
ii. The 73 TEA SIG members are from 42 different institutions in 12 different countries, making us the 4th biggest SIG in BAAL. 

iii. Membership of the TEA SIG is free for both BAAL and non-BAAL members, but non-BAAL members are charged higher registration fees to attend our events.
· Events 2010-2011

iv. The 42nd annual BAAL conference at the University of Aberdeen had a TEA SIG strand on 9th September 2010. Four papers were presented in the strand, and around 30 participants attended each paper session.

v. A half-day conference was held at the University of Nottingham on 12th November 2010 (preceding the BALEAP PIM meeting) under the theme Language Tests for Immigration: Conflicting Ideologies and Challenges. State of the Art papers were presented by Dr. Marli Tijssen, CINOP, The Netherlands, and Diane Schmitt, Nottingham Trent University. Three papers outlining test providers perspectives were also presented; 33 participants attended the conference.

vi. The 43rd annual BAAL conference at the University of the West of England, Bristol had a TEA SIG strand on 1st September 2011. Six papers were presented in the strand and around 30 participants attended each paper session.

vii. Prior to this AGM and the Language Testing Forum 2011, a one-day conference was held at the University of Warwick on 18th November 2011 on the theme of Innovative Approaches to Language Testing Research. Plenary papers were presented by Dr. Brechtje Post, English Profile Research Group and Department for Theoretical and Applied Linguistics, University of Cambridge, and Dr. Lynda Taylor, CRELLA, University of Bedfordshire. Five additional papers and 2 posters were presented; 36 participants attended the conference.

· Forthcoming events: 

TEA SIG plans to hold an academic meeting twice a year: a TEA strand at the BAAL Annual Meeting and a thematic conference preceding the annual Language Testing Forum (LTF).

3. Treasurer’s report

· Vivien presented the report below on behalf of the Treasurer, Susan Sheehan:
	Income
	Outgoings 

	Fees from attendance at TEA SIG event, 12th  November 2010 = £224.00 
	Speakers’ lunch: TEA SIG event 12th November 2010 = £20.97          

	Start up fund from BAAL = £200.00       
	Catering for above event = £135.00        

	Total income = £424.00
	Total outgoings = £155.97

	Surplus = £268.03


4. Circulation and adoption of TEA SIG constitution

· Copies of the TEA SIG draft constitution were circulated, and Vivien gave a brief explanation of each section in the constitution: 1. Aims, 2. Activity, 3. Membership, 4. Organization, 5. Responsibilities within the Coordinating Committee, 6. Election of the Coordinating Committee, 7. Dissolution and 8. Amending the TEA SIG constitution.

· It was suggested that the steering committee members’ names in Section 4 (Organization) should be replaced with ‘senior members of the language testing community’, so that the constitution will not have to be revised when we have different steering committee members in the future.
5. Election of SIG officers

· Vivien introduced two new candidates, Dr. Parvaneh Tavakoli, London Metropolitan University and Dr. Michael Daller, University of the West of England, who volunteered to put themselves forward for election as TEA SIG’s Ordinary Members. 

· It was announced that the current Deputy Convenor, Guoxing Yu, would step down after this AGM for personal reasons.  

· The election procedure was explained by Vivien. Since the quorum for an AGM election is eight (according to the BAAL constitution), it was confirmed that we were able to go ahead with the election with the 13 TEA SIG members (who were also BAAL members) present at the AGM.

· Voting was carried out by secret ballot using the voting sheet below; all candidates were unanimously endorsed.

         Elections for one and two year terms of office to commence January 2012

Please check (() the relevant box to vote to endorse the candidate for a position. If you do not wish to endorse any particular candidate, please leave the box empty.

	Position
	Candidate
	Length of term
	Endorse 

	Convenor
	Vivien Berry
	2012 - 2014
	

	Treasurer
	Susan Sheehan
	2012 - 2013
	

	Communications Officer
	Fumiyo Nakatsuhara
	2012 - 2014
	

	Meetings Coordinator
	Evelina Galaczi
	2012 - 2013
	

	Ordinary member
	Parvaneh Tavakoli
	2012 - 2013
	

	Ordinary member
	Michael Daller
	2012 - 2014
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· Suggestions were made by attendees for themes for future events, such as language testing for immigration purposes and linking language tests/programmes to the CEFR. 

      There being no further business, the AGM concluded at 5.05pm.
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