BAAL SIG AGM meeting, Sept 10, 2010

BAAL TESTING, EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT SIG
Minutes of the AGM meeting held on 10 September 2010 at University of Aberdeen
Chair:  

Vivien Berry (VB)
Attending:  
Barry O’Sullivan (BOS)


Guoxing Yu (GY)



Fumiyo Nakatsuhara (FN)


Susan Sheehan (SS)



Evelina Galaczi (EG) – minutes


Other SIG members (2)

1. SIG Officers
· The SIG officers were introduced:  Vivien Berry – convenor; Guoxing Yu – deputy convenor; Susan Sheehan – Treasurer; Fumiyo Nakatsuhara – communications officer; Evelina Galaczi – meetings secretary.

2. Update
· VB gave an update of events and membership:  47 BAAL members, 17 non-BAAL members, 40 different institutions.
· VB announced that elections for new officers will be held in 2011 so that they can begin their terms in January 2012.
· Last SIG event was a workshop on academic publishing opportunities, which was held in Nov 2009.
· The latest BAAL conference (2010, University of Aberdeen) had seen a good response from the language assessment community, with 12 papers accepted under the TEA SIG strand.  
3. Treasurer’s report

· SS reported that a bank account has been created.  There has been no income or expenditure so far. Once BAAL has approved the budget for our forthcoming event, £200 will be deposited in the account.
4. Membership fees

· It was agreed that TEA SIG membership would be free for BAAL members and £15 for non-BAAL members.
· Action point:  FN to contact all non-BAAL TEA SIG members, who’ll be offered the opportunity to join for £15.

5. Forthcoming events
· A half-day conference will be held at the University of Nottingham at the Centre for English Language Education on Nov 12th (preceding the BALEAP PIM meeting) from 2-5 p.m. under the theme ‘Immigration and Assessment’.
6. AOB

· BOS gave an update on the UKBA’s intention to review the UKBA acknowledged tests in Dec’10.  Several individuals have been invited to sit on the experts’ panel, including Barry O’Sullivan, Diane Schmitt, Guoxing Yu.

      There being no further business, the AGM concluded at 1.15pm.
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