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Institute of Health Research

Ethical Approval Form for Dissertation Work: Service improvement
(drawing on already published data and practice experience)
Student Name: 
Student Number: 
Programme of Study: 
Title of Project/Dissertation: 
Statement of Ethical Compliance
In undertaking this piece of work I agree to abide by the Department of Health’s (2005) Research governance framework for health and social care
. I am aware, in undertaking this work, that I have obligations to society, the university, colleagues and the subject of my research. I am aware of my responsibility to assess and analyse the information I read as part of this project with an open mind and undertake not to misinform or mislead deliberately in reporting my findings. 

As well as using published information that is available in the public domain, I will draw on my experience in my practice placement to identify an issue, carry out process mapping and plan my improvement. I will discuss and agree my service improvement idea with my placement mentor. I understand that the project can include gaining information in the course of my placement from observing everyday practice, talking to colleagues and listening to service users. I will ensure that I gather any such information in a non-intrusive manner, with a clear explanation of why I am seeking the information and without causing any pressure or concern to staff or service users. I will maintain the confidentiality of the practice placement, staff and service users throughout the project development and report. Any data gathered will be in line with the principles of audit generation and will not constitute research data.
The methods by which I have gathered the information I will use will be fully and clearly explained in my work. My work will also take into account the limits of the reliability and validity of the findings I might produce.
Please outline below what you intend to investigate, how you intend to go about it and what ethical issues you think it may raise: 
	


Will you be collecting data outside the UK?         YES *   NO
* If YES Masters students must complete the Authorised Absence form on the IHR website http://www.beds.ac.uk/research/ihr/ethics and return it with this form, PhD students must contact the Research Graduate School.
Signed: Student _______________________________________ Date: _______________ 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT IF YOU CHANGE YOUR TOPIC OR USE INFORMATION THAT IS NOT IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN YOU WILL BE OBLIGED TO SEEK ETHICAL APPROVAL AGAIN
Supervisor: 

I am satisfied that the student is aware of the key issues relating to ethical compliance in relation to this proposed study and given the declaration above I agree/do not agree that this work should be undertaken (please circle as appropriate)

Signed: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________
Signature of IHR Representative
 ____________________________________________________ Date: ________________
APP NO: ________
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� Department of Health’s (2005) Research governance framework for health and social care. 2nd Edition. Available from: www.dh.gov.uk
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