
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title MSc Forensic Psychology

Final Award MSc

Route Code MSFOPAAF

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)

MSc in Forensic Studies (40% pass non BPS accredited)

FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

1 year (full-time)
2 years (part-time)

Standard intake points 
(months) October

External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

FHEQ (2014); SEEC Level Descriptors (2016)

Masters Degree Characteristics (QAA, 2015).

QAA PSychology benchmark statement (2019)

The course also meets the aims and objectives of a Stage 1 Qualification in Forensic Psychology as set out by the British 
Psychological Society (2019).
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Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

The MSc Forensic Psychology is accredited by the British Psychological Society (BPS) Division of Forensic Psychology. It is only 
available to those able to demonstrate the Graduate Basis for Chartered Membership with the BPS. The University exercises the 
policy relating to prior learning experience and as such any prior learning on a BPS accredited Forensic Psychology course may 
be considered. The programme therefore covers the core syllabus areas of Forensic Psychology. The final part of the programme 
includes the dissertation unit which allows you to engage in detail within a research topic relevant to forensic psychology.

HECoS code(s) 100387

UCAS Course Code

Course Aims

• The overall aim of the course is to enable you to apply psychological theory and advanced research methods to the 
understanding of criminal behaviour informed by the current research and practice our staff are engaged in. The aims of the 
course are to:

•  provide a systematic understanding and a critical awareness of current problems and new insights in the theory and 
practice of forensic psychology

• develop a high level of knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research methods allowing you to perform complex data 
analyses, interpretation, evaluation and synthesis, and develop your competence in analysing data within the field of 
forensic psychology

 

• make explicit links between scientific theory and clinical practice by via the collection and/or interpretation of data and 
making recommendations related to clinical practice

 

• develop skills to communicate forensic-related material using appropriate methods of delivery (spoken or written) to other 
psychology and non-psychology professionals.

 

• inculcate a strong sense of personal responsibility and professionalism to enable you to practice or conduct research whilst 
adopting the relevant ethical guidelines whilst being cognisant of the requirements of equal opportunities and disabilities 
legislation and practice.

 

• foster skills in relation to your own personal/professional development planning by reflecting on your own performance and 
evaluating your own learning needs
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1 Demonstrate a systematic understanding and critically evaluate the 
different theoretical explanations for a range of offending behaviours MSc Forensic psychology

2
Demonstrate a systematic and critical understanding of the different 
theoretical and methodological approaches within investigative 
psychology;

MSc Forensic psychology

3

Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the various 
elements within the criminal justice system, the processes involved 
in progression through the system, and the application of 
psychological theories and research in relation to collecting and 
presenting evidence

MSc Forensic psychology

4
Apply skills in advanced research methods, statistical analysis 
techniques and the reporting of results using both quantitative and 
qualitative methods

MSc Forensic psychology

5
Demonstrate a systematic understanding of theories of victimology 
and critically evaluate methodological approaches and treatment 
issues in relation to working with such clients;

MSc Forensic psychology

6

Demonstrate a systematic understanding of psychometric methods 
and assessment criteria enabling the application and critical 
appraisal of a variety of psychometric instruments commonly used to 
assess offender characteristics

MSc Forensic psychology

7
Demonstrate an advanced understanding of how psychological skills 
and methods relate to forensic psychological practice in the 
rehabilitation of offenders;

MSc Forensic psychology

8 Demonstrate professional communication and reflective skills MSc Forensic psychology

9
Demonstrate self-direction and originality in systematically tackling 
and solving complex problems, and act autonomously in planning 
and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level

MSc Forensic psychology

Learning and Teaching 
The course offers an exciting and engaging curriculum that incorporates staff research and clinical expertise and supports the 
requirements of the British Psychological Society, Division of Forensic Psychology. In terms of curriculum content the course 
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

includes the theory of criminal behaviour, psychology in legal contexts, investigative psychology, the assessment and treatment of 
offenders, victimisation, as well as advanced training in research methods and transferable skills in forensic psychology. The 
programme offers an ‘employability-focused’ curriculum involving a ‘hands on’ and transferable learning approach which adopts 
aspects of Forensic Psychology tied to real life scenarios and practice. The teaching methods aim to accommodate a 
considerable range of learning experiences. These include lectures, tutorials, seminars, workshops, presentations, role plays, 
supervised research work, visits to forensic environments, debates and group work. Each teaching method is carefully tailored to 
the needs of each unit and is designed to expose students to the material in the most appropriate style. The Advanced Research 
Methods unit involves laboratory work and in line with our core philosophy of practical and applied teaching and learning, students 
are guided in the use of SPSS and other software such as AtlasTi. In addition, the Psychology department has specialist 
equipment available for the students to utilise as part of their dissertation research. This includes Eye Tracking equipment and 
Driving Simulator equipment. Students wishing to complete projects in an area that would require the use of this specialist 
equipment would receive additional support and training in the use of this equipment. All students on the course also have access 
to the Biological and Cognitive lab and the video processing studio

Assessment 
The MSc Forensic Psychology is accredited by the British Psychological Society (BPS) Division of Forensic Psychology in 
partnership with the Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC). As such, the course is only available to those able to 
demonstrate Graduate Basis for Chartered Membership (GBC) with the BPS. Successful completion of the MSc Forensic 
Psychology confers to Stage 1 of the training required towards becoming a full member of the Division of Forensic Psychology 
(BPS) and a Registered Forensic Psychologist with the HCPC. The primary focus of the therefore, is to ensure build upon the core 
skills developed through successful achievement of the completed Graduate Basis for Chartered Status (via an approved 
undergraduate degree or conversion postgraduate course) and to move towards the competences required of a Forensic 
Psychologist as outlined in the Subject Benchmark statement for Psychology (QAA, 2016) and aims and objectives of a Stage 1 
Qualification in Forensic Psychology as set out by the British Psychological Society (2017). The assessment strategy therefore 
reflects the academic rigour required for a BPS accredited MSc degree.

The assessments are designed to test academic knowledge, oral and written skills, use of literature using primary and secondary 
sources, critical analysis of ideas, connections made between theory, practice, real life situations and the understanding and 
application of professional values, to include ethical issues as detailed by the BPS. The criteria for passing a unit are set out in the 
University Regulations.

Examples of the range of assessment include: written essays, short answer questions exams, literature/systemic reviews, 
statistics workbooks, reflective portfolio, case studies, treatment formulation, presentation, review of an ethics submission, and a 
dissertation.
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Learning support 

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

Admissions Criteria

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

To be admitted to the course you are normally required

• to have attained a minimum of a second class honours degree in psychology

• to provide evidence of eligibility for the Graduate Basis for Chartered Membership (GBC) with the British Psychological 
Society (BPS). 

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

TQSC exemption to academic regulations granted:

• BPS accredited postgraduate programmes must stipulate a minimum pass mark of 50% for all unit that contribute to the 
accredited award (i.e. MSc Forensic Psychology) where quantified marking is employed.

• No compensation across units is permissible

• An exemption from UoB academic regulations (that stipulate a 40% pass mark for their postgraduate programmes) has 
been secured.

• Graduates, who although do not achieve the necessary 50% mark for all units contributing to the accredited degree, do 
achieve the necessary 40% pass mark for all units in line with standard University academic regulations will be offered an 
alternative non-BPS accredited award, i.e. MSc in Forensic Psychological Studies (40% pass, non BPS accredited).
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

PSY001-6 Advanced Research Methods for Psychologists 7 15 Core A1 
A2

PSY023-6 Criminal psychology 7 15 Core A1 
A2

PSY024-6 Investigative psychology 7 15 Core A1 
A2

PSY025-6 Legal Psychology 7 15 Core A1

PSY028-6 Assessments in Forensic Psychology 7 15 Core A1

PSY029-6 Interventions in Forensic Psychology 7 15 Core A1 
A2

PSY030-6 Professional Skills 7 15 Core A1 
A2 

PSY031-6 MSc. Forensic Psychology Dissertation 7 60 Core A2 A1 
A2 

PSY065-6 Victimology 7 15 Core A1 
A2
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MSFOPAAF- 

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

PSY001-6 7 SEM 
1 Core CW-DE 8 CW-DE 12

PSY023-6 7 SEM 
1 Core PR-ORAL 6 CW-ESS 10

PSY024-6 7 SEM 
1 Core CW-ESS 6 CW-LR 11

PSY025-6 7 SEM 
1 Core EX-OT 13

PSY028-6 7 SEM 
2 Core WR-I 12

PSY029-6 7 SEM 
2 Core WR-I 9 CW-ESS 11

PSY030-6 7 SEM 
2 Core PR-OR 4 CW-PO 11

PSY065-6 7 SEM 
2 Core CW-OT 5 CW-ESS 10

PSY031-6 7 TY Core CW-PO 20 PJ-DIS 35

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-DE Coursework - Data Exercise

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

CW-LR Coursework - Literature Review

CW-OT Coursework Other
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CW-PO Coursework - Portfolio

EX-OT Invigilated Exam-Other including open book

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

PR-OR Practical - Oral Presentation

WR-I Coursework - Individual Report

Administrative Information
Faculty Creative Arts Technologies and Science
School School of Psychology

Head of School/Department Ann Weatherall

Course Coordinator Andrew Guppy
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