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Privacy Notice for Research Participants1 

Introduction 

New rules governing the way that organisations use personal data now fall under UK Data 

Protection Law (UK DPL). Personal data is information relating to an identifiable living 

individual. UK DPL covers the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA 2018) and the UK General 

Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR). Transparency is a key element of UK GDPR. 

 

This Privacy Notice informs you about: 

• how and why the University uses your personal data for research 

• what your rights are under UK Data Protection Law, and 

• how to contact us if you have questions or concerns about the use of your personal data. 

 

Your rights under Data Protection 

Under Data Protection law, we need valid legal grounds (a lawful basis) to collect and use 

your personal data. The University of Bedfordshire’s lawful basis is ‘Public Task’ (Article 

6(1)), because we are using your data to carry out a task in the public interest or in the 

exercise of our official authority. In addition, any data we collect from you is for the purpose 

of ‘scientific research’ (Article 9(2) (j)). An aim of UK GDPR is to empower individuals and 

give them control over their personal data. Individuals have the following rights: 

• The right to be informed: you have the right to know how we are using your data 

• The right of access: this is the right to obtain copies of your data which we hold 

• The right to rectification: the right to correct an inaccuracy 

• The right to erasure: the right to have your data deleted 

• The right to restrict processing: the right to restrict how we use your data 

• The right to data portability: the right to move, copy or transfer your personal data 

easily from one information technology (IT) environment to another 

• The right to object: the right to object to how we use your data 

• Rights in relation to automated decision making and profiling: the right to have 

human intervention or challenge a decision made by solely automated means.  

 
1 This privacy notice is derived from the Privacy Notice for Research Participants developed by 
Sheffield University.  

https://www.shu.ac.uk/about-this-website/privacy-policy/privacy-notices/privacy-notice-for-research
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More information on your rights is available via the website of Information Commissioner 

Office (ICO): https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/ 

 

Restrictions on rights 

As the research is defined as ‘scientific research’, the following rights are ‘restricted’. This is 

on grounds that complying with them would prevent or seriously impair the achievement of 

our research purposes: 

 
• the right of access 

• the right to rectification 

• the right to restrict processing, and 

• the right to object 

 
In addition, the right of erasure is available only until the point that the data is anonymised 

and included in the research reports. 

 
We will always ensure that we have appropriate safeguards in place to protect your rights 

and freedoms. We will only collect data from you if we need it, and we will not collect or use 

any data which could potentially cause substantial damage or substantial distress to you. 

Any information you provide us with will be used to inform our study and will not be used for 

any measures or to take any decisions about you. When we publish our research results, 

these will be anonymised, so that it will not be possible to identify you from the results. 

 

Why are we processing your personal data?  

The University undertakes research as part of its function for the community under its legal 

status. Data Protection laws allow us to use personal data for research with appropriate 

safeguards in place under the legal basis of public tasks that are in the public interest.  

 

We will always tell you about the information we wish to collect from you and how we will 

use it. We will seek your consent for the collection and use of your data in specific research 

projects. All staff and post graduate research projects within the Institute Applied Social 

Research (IASR) at the University of Bedfordshire are subject to ethical scrutiny. Full details 

will be given to you in an information sheet.  

 

Research in the University is governed by policies and procedures and all research 

undergoes ethical scrutiny to ensure that it is conducted in such a way as to protect your 

interests and is of a high standard. 
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Collecting and using personal data 

All research projects are different and the information we collect will vary. However, 

researchers will only collect information that is essential for the purpose of the research. 

Research data is anonymised as quickly as possible after data collection so that individuals 

cannot be recognised and your privacy is protected. You will be told who to contact if you 

wish to withdraw from the research. Some data e.g. survey data is collected anonymously so 

it cannot be withdrawn once you have given permission for it to be used. Where you may be 

identifiable in a research publication (e.g. use of a quote, audio-recording or a photograph), 

we will seek your explicit consent before it is used.  

 

Who do we share your data with?  

To communicate our research to the public and the academic community your anonymised 

data is likely to form part of a research publication or conference presentation or public talk. 

Where researchers wish to use any information that would identify you, specific consent will 

be sought. The privacy of your personal data is paramount and will not be disclosed unless 

there is a justified purpose for doing so. We NEVER sell personal data to third parties. 

 

Your data may be shared with:  

• Immediate project team who are authorised to work on the project and access the 

information. This may include staff at University of Bedfordshire or collaborators at other 

organisations authorised to work on the project. This will be clearly identified in your 

information sheet.  

• Where a student is undertaking the research the data will be shared with their 

supervisors  

• Our research may be audited and access to the data may be required. The University 

puts in place safeguards to ensure that audits are conducted in a secure and confidential 

manner.  

• In the case of complaints about a research project the Director of IASR and Chair of the 

Ethics Panel will initially require access to the data as part of our Research Misconduct 

Procedure. 

  



 4 

Storage and security  

The University takes a robust approach to protecting your information with dedicated storage 

areas for research data with controlled access. If you are participating in a particularly 

sensitive project the University puts into place additional layers of security. 

 

Alongside these technical measures there are comprehensive policies and processes in 

place to ensure that users and administrators of University information are aware of their 

obligations and responsibilities for the data they have access to. By default, people are only 

granted access to the information they require to perform their duties.  

 

Retention of data 

Your information will not be kept for longer than is necessary and is usually kept in an 

anonymised format. The length of time for which we keep your data will depend on a number 

of factors including the importance of the data, the funding requirements, the nature of the 

study, and the requirements of the publisher. Details will be given in the information sheet for 

each project. After anonymisation your data may be stored in the University research data 

archive where it may be accessed by other researchers with permission from the University. 

 

Contact Us 

You should contact the Data Protection Officer (DPO) if you:  

• have a query about how your data is used by the University  

• would like to report a data security breach (e.g. if you think your personal data has 

been lost or disclosed inappropriately)  

• would like to complain about how the University has used your personal data  

 

Contact details for the Data Protection Officer 

Address: 

University of Bedfordshire 

University Square 

Luton 

LU1 3JU 

Telephone: 01582 489041 

Email: DPO@beds.ac.uk 
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