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Course Information Form (CIF) 

The CIF provides core information to students, staff teams and others on a particular course of 

study. 

 

Section 1 - General Course Information 

Course Title 
Dental Law and Ethics 

Qualification  
Postgraduate Certificate 

Intermediate Qualification(s) 
None 

Awarding Institution 
University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery 
On Campus 

Mode(s) of Study and Duration  1 – 2 years - P/T 

Core Teaching Pattern 
Core Pattern 4 – October start 

FHEQ Level 
Level 7  

Professional, Statutory or 

Regulatory Body (PSRB) 

accreditation or endorsement 
---- 

PSRB Renewal Date 
----- 

University of Bedfordshire 

Employability accreditation ----- 

Route Code (SITS) 
PCDLEAPP 

Subject Community 
Medical and Dental Education 

UCAS Course Code 
------ 

Relevant External 

Benchmarking 

This is a master’s level course carrying certain expectations about the 

ways in which you will engage with the teaching, learning and 

assessment elements offered. At masters level, students are expected 

to be able to work within complex and specialist fields, to demonstrate a 

systematic understanding and critical stance to the current knowledge 
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base and to be largely autonomous in planning and managing your own 

learning process. This is also a course designed for dental professionals 

and one which requires you to make explicit links between learning on 

the course and your own professional practice. You are therefore 

required to demonstrate that you are aware of and responsive to 

appropriate professional codes of conduct, standards and guidelines.  

We have therefore mapped the course against relevant professional 

standards and benchmarking statement, these being: 

 

- The General Dental Council’s current Standards for Dental 

Professionals,  

- The Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety 

(2009) Minimum Standards for Dental Care and Practice: 

supporting good governance in dental practice. 

- QAA (2010) Master’s Degree Characteristics and QAA (2008) 

The Framework for higher education qualifications in England, 

Wales and Northern Ireland. 

This PgCert award is mapped against Level 7 descriptors for masters’ 

level qualifications. Course and Unit Level outcomes are therefore 

carefully aligned to these descriptors to allow you to demonstrate, on 

successful completion, that you have a ‘systematic understanding of 

knowledge and a critical understanding of current problems and/or new 

insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of their 

academic discipline, field of study or area of professional practice.’ QAA 

(2008) p.20. 

At the end of the course, we would expect you to be able to demonstrate 

a range of masters’ graduate capabilities, including the ability to evaluate 

the appropriateness of different approaches to solving problems, related 

to your work and/or practice and to communicate the results of their 

study/work accurately and reliably, and with structured and coherent 

arguments. Formative and summative assessment practices allow you 

to rehearse these skills.  
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Section 2 - Published Information 

Material in this section will be used on the course web site to promote the course to potential students.  The 
text should be written with this potential audience in mind. 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core or option 

PMS021-6 7 30 Dental Law in Practice Core 

PMS022-6 7 30 Ethical Dental Practice Core 

Why study this course 

 
This innovative and dynamic course has been designed specifically for dental care professionals, working in 

a range of dental care contexts. The course provides unique opportunities to critically examine dental care 

and practice from relevant ethical, legal and professional standpoints. It has a strongly applied focus, 

allowing you to explore how legal and ethical knowledge can be put to use in the dental context. 

This part-time course combines study days (eight in total), with supported on-line learning and self-directed 

study. You will be taught by a team of University and visiting staff who have legal and ethical expertise and 

experience: this is likely to include dentists, health and social care professionals and legally trained 

professionals. 

You will have an opportunity to tailor assessment tasks in ways that allow you to deal with real issues you 

encountered in your professional lives. Tutor support for assessment activities is provided. This practice-

based course is designed to address the various needs of those who are relatively new to dental practice as 

well as those who are more experienced. 

Course Summary – Educational Aims  

 

The course is concerned with the contemporary and practical application of legal and ethical knowledge, 

principles and concepts to dental care. We recognise that whilst many problems faced by dental practices 

are similar, each practice will be at different points in their journey to deliver safe, patient centred and 

defensible care which recognizes the autonomy of the patient and manages its risk profile in its own unique 

way.  

This course provides you with opportunities to study selected legal and ethical principles which have 

immediate relevance to dental care and practice.  The course has relevance to those who work in primary 

and /or secondary care and encompasses both clinical and business contexts. There is a specific emphasis 

on how to enhance the delivery of a patient-centred service in a changing climate, within a multicultural 

society.   

Specifically, this certificate level course aims to: 

- provide a comprehensive overview of Dental Law and Ethics as it relates to dental care provision 
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- enable you to adopt a critical, analytical and reflective stance towards legal and ethical dental 
practice 

- help you develop a deeper understanding of possible risk issues related to dental law and ethics 
with the ability to develop strategies to manage such risks through the dental team 
 

Entry requirements 

 

Standard: 

Standard entry requirements for UK students – http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs 

Students from the European Union - http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu/guides 

Additional: 

This postgraduate course is open to individuals who have a first degree (or equivalent qualification or 

experience – assessed by an interview) in dentistry, dental nursing and allied dental professions. 

 

PSRB details 

----- 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to independently access legal 
and ethical issues in and around dental practice evaluating their impact on patient’s care. They will 
be able to provide more enhanced ethical and legal dental health care as well as being able to 
advice and support patients, services and colleagues regarding these relevant issues.  

Graduates will also be able to independently reflect on legal and ethical guidelines that governs 

dental practice. 

Higher Education Achievement Report - Additional Information 

N/A 

Learning and Teaching  

 

This course promotes best practice in learning and teaching in the field of Dental Law and Ethics, including 

both face to face and on-line teaching approaches.  

Face to face study is based upon four contact days for each unit. Teaching methodologies include 

seminars and workshops. There is a strong emphasis on peer learning, which allows students to draw on the 

wide experiences of those they learn alongside and test our developing ideas and insights with members of 

their own communities. The emphasis is upon legal and ethical principles being put to use by members of 

the dental team. Therefore, we will draw explicitly upon specific dental law cases and/or complaints to the 

GDC, using authentic materials. We will therefore adopt a wide range of learning and teaching methods 

including small group workshops, cases studies, presentations, critical incident analysis, individual and 

group work.  

Interactive e-learning is a key feature of this course. We use a range of methods to encourage you to 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu/guides
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develop your thinking (for example through the use of reflective blogs), work with peers (for example through 

the use of wikis and discussion forums) and access tutor feedback (through moderated discussions and 

blogs). You will access a range of materials on-line, including podcasts you help develop.  

Self-directed study is a fundamental requirement of masters’ level work and builds upon the face to face 
and on-line work. This course is designed to offer a situated understanding of law and ethics in a dental 
context. You are therefore required to interrogate your own working practices, reviewing them in light of new 
learning and consider how to develop them. This is an important element of the independent work and 
supports assessment activity. 

 

Developing your employability 

 

This course is designed to develop the skills and practices of dental care professionals with an interest in 
legal and ethical dental practice. The course promotes a strong action orientation and is likely to be of 
relevance to those who wish to enhance their legal role in dental practice and other settings (e.g. practice 
managers, clinical leads), indemnity organisations, primary care organisations or to legal firms and dental 
defence organisations.) 

 

Department (s) 

This course is part of the department of Clinical Education and Leadership – Faculty of Health and Social 
Sciences.  

Assessment  

 

This course has been designed as a blended learning course combining face-to-face learning (during study 
contact days) with supported, interactive on-line learning. In addition, the course requires students to make 
explicit links between their learning on the course and their own individual practice. This is primarily through 
the assessment strategy and by allowing students the flexibility in selecting their topics for assessment 
tasks. Students also have the chance to reinforce their knowledge by linking the legal and ethical theory into 
their practice through developing an artefact that emerges from their chosen topics.  

Teaching, learning and assessment activities across the course are designed to enable students to rehearse 
and hone skills required for their assessment tasks. For example, working in groups to study reported cases 
in the media and legal and ethical cases from the GDC, help students in their selection and later in their 
analysis of legal case law and their links to dental practice.  

The assessments for the course has been developed to ensure that  

- You are able to demonstrate achievement of course learning outcomes, at masters’ level  
- There is alignment to learning and teaching methods  
- Assessments are relevant to your workplace based practices 
- You are supported to develop relevant, workplace related skills, operating in a legal and ethical 

framework 
 

The assessment strategy is designed to incorporate both assessment of learning (summative) and 

assessment for learning (formative) elements.  Formative assessment is through the submission of draft 

work for feedback. Formative assessment provides opportunities to develop and test out ideas with peers 

and tutors, in preparation for the summative work. The tasks are designed to allow you to rehearse the types 

of thinking behaviours (analysis, critique, and argumentation) that are necessary for the summative work, 
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with tutor and peer support and feedback. 

In summary the summative assessment methods across all units are as follows. 

Dental Law in Practice 

- A reflective written report identifying issues of consent based on a case highlighted by the media 
(5%) 

- Written report on a historical, selected dental law case and its impact on current practice (40%) 
- Literature review on a selected dental law subject (e.g. consent, confidentiality, negligence etc) 

leading to proposed change(s) to practice (55%) 
 

Ethical Dental Practice 

- Peer group work that leads to the production of an individual podcast of approximately 10 minutes in 
duration. The podcast identifies and explains a specific ethical principle and illustrates its’ relevance 
to dental practice (40%) 

- Academic paper reviewing ethical issues facing dentists in the UK and applications to own practice 
(60%) 

 

After Graduation  

Graduates apply their new knowledge into their own practice, adapting their staff training and introducing  
new ideas into their day to day patient management. Others, may pursue more studies by taking the new 
PgDip or MA in Dental Law and Ethics.  

Some of our graduates already secured part-time positions as dental advisors with defence organisations.  

Student Support during the course 

 
We recognise the challenges faced in undertaking part-time professional courses, often alongside competing 

professional and personal demands. The team are experienced in working with qualified dental 

professionals on other courses and bring their experience of ‘what works’ to this course. We therefore seek 

to ensure that you have access to a broad range of support, should this be required.   

Support will be offered in a range of ways. You will have regular contact with the course co-ordinator and 

with unit leads. You will have a named personal academic tutor who will offer guidance on your academic 

progress, throughout the course, should you wish to access this. If we recognise that you might be at risk in 

terms of completing the course, we will offer additional support. The significance of the personal academic 

tutor role and the student’s part in the development of a supportive relationship during the program will be 

underscored in the initial induction.  

Students who require extra advice and guidance on developing their academic skills will be referred to the 

PAD facility offered through BREO, the on-line learning environment supporting your course. Additional 

support with new technologies is provided at induction and through dedicated tutorial activity clearly 

signposted in BREO. All students will receive information on ways of accessing and navigating BREO sites. 

The course has been designed to offer some degree of flexibility in terms of timescales for completion and 

range of learning experiences offered. It combines both face to face teaching with online elements and self-

directed study. We understand the challenges facing postgraduate students with a range of responsibilities, 

often as mature students and recognise that there is a range of ways in which to engage with the learning 

opportunities offered. All course materials (including hand-outs) will be available online for students. We 

often supplement this with audio and video materials (for example, podcasts of lectures). We encourage on-

line interaction with your peers, through shared reflective blogs and discussion boards within the course 
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specific on-line learning environment. You will also have contact with your tutors and course organisers to 

address any issues that may arise during your study and might have an impact on your progress. We pride 

ourselves with the flexibility of our staff and their readiness to help and support students to achieve their 

goal.  

There are also a broader support provided by the University of Bedfordshire to all students and all details are 
included in the course hand book and community site on BREO. 

Students with disabilities 

 

The course is designed with SENDA guidelines in mind. The combination of face to face and on-line 
resources enables a flexible approach that aims to be learner-centred. Where individual support needs are 
identified, the Course Team will work with others within the University to ensure that they are effectively 
responded to. We are willing to provide learning materials in a range of formats where requested.   
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Assessment Map 

Unit 

Code 

   Weeks 

PMS021-

6 

 

 

C/O 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

  RE     RE     CS  

AR 

                

PMS022-

6 

 

 

C/O                    RE        

                           CS AP  



 

Section 3 - Academic Information 

This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 

audience. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

 

1- Demonstrate an in-depth, systematic understanding of legal, ethical and professional frameworks 
that underpin dental practice  adopting a critical stance to these  

2- Independently and critically evaluate selected legal and ethical issues relevant to your own and 
others’ practice 

3- Appraise your own approach to practice, identifying and responding to developmental needs 
thorough independent and/or collaborative means 

4- Demonstrate a critical awareness of ethical challenges and dilemmas in dental practice and propose 
possible responses with supporting rationale 

 

Course-specific regulations 

N/A 

Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

The course is concerned with the contemporary and practical application of legal and ethical knowledge, 
principles and concepts to dental care. We recognise that whilst many problems faced by dental practices 
are similar, each practice will be at different points in their journey to deliver safe, patient centred and 
defensible care which recognizes the autonomy of the patient and manages its risk profile in its own unique 
way.  

This course provides you with opportunities to study selected legal and ethical principles which have 
immediate relevance to dental care and practice.  The course has relevance to those who work in primary 
and /or secondary care and encompasses both clinical and business contexts. There is a specific emphasis 
on how to enhance the delivery of a patient-centred service in a changing climate, within a multicultural 
society.   

Specifically, this certificate level course aims to: 

 provide a comprehensive overview of Dental Law and Ethics as it relates to dental care provision 

 enable you to adopt a critical, analytical and reflective stance towards legal and ethical dental 
practice 

 help you develop a deeper understanding of possible risk issues related to dental law and ethics 
with the ability to develop strategies to manage such risks through the dental team 

Additional Academic Information 
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Peer-assisted learning (PAL) 

 

Initial Assessment 

Initial assessment (week 4, weight 5%) will be part of Dental law in practice unit (PMS021-6).  

- A reflective written report identifying issues of consent based on a case highlighted by the media.  

Improving students’ learning 

The overall emphasis of this course is to help you demonstrate an in depth knowledge of the current law and 

regulations as they relate to the provision of excellent dental care. For this reason, the course is mapped to 

GDC standards of care guidelines. Additionally, the course will help you develop your critical awareness of 

ethical challenges and dilemmas in dental practice and offer up ways to respond. 

Each of the units requires you to critically appraise your own capabilities, knowledge and skill set as they 

relate to matters of Dental Law and Ethics. Assessments are designed to enable you to consider how best to 

further develop your practice, in light of new learning. The course includes feedback from a range of 

sources, written and verbal, on-going and end-point.  

The course aims are to develop the ability to reflect upon your individual current practice and to consider 

applying modifications in light of the insight gained. Learning and teaching methods include authentic case 

analysis, allowing you to draw on the lived experience of other dental professionals. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity and being able to effectively use the research and work of others within your assessment  

is paramount to your studies. Academic Integrity Resource (AIR) is an online resource that has been created 

by the University of Bedfordshire in order to help you make a positive start to your academic studies. This is 

part of the course and you are encouraged to complete this resource. Support is also available through the 

course team and the Professional Academic Development team to support you in enhancing your academic 

integrity and skills.  

 

HEAR implementation 

N/A 

Internationalisation 

The course has a particular and distinct focus on dental law and ethics in the UK. However, the course team 
draws on global exemplars and literatures. The engagement with the learning literatures invites 
consideration of historical and cultural influences on the ways in which legal and ethical practices are 
understood and recognised. 
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Sustainability 

This course incorporates approaches, skills, materials and assessment styles that are mirrored in the 
students’ professional lives or the wider professional communities in which they work and learn.   
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Section 4 - Administrative Information 

This section will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics are the target 

audience. 

Faculty Health and Social Sciences 

Portfolio Medical and Dental Education  

Department/School/Division Clinical Education and Leadership 

Course Coordinator Hoda Wassif 

Version Number 2/15 

Approved by (cf Quality Handbook ch.2) University Review Panel 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) March 2015 

Implementation start-date of this version 

(plus any identified end-date) 
October 2015 

 

Form completed by: 

Name: Dr Hoda Wassif Date: 9 June 2015 

Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee (FTQSC) 

Chair: …………………………………………………………Date: …..……………………………………. 

 

 

Course Updates 

Date 

(dd/mm/yyyy) 
Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 

   

   

   

   


