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 Course Information Form 
 
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course 

General Course Information 

 

Course Title Applied Special Educational Needs and Disability 

Qualification  BA (Hons) 

FHEQ Level 6 

Intermediate Qualification(s) None 

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery 

On Campus (FT and PT) 

Bedford Campus 

UCMK 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration  

1 year 1 term part time, 1 year full time 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

 

UCAS Course Code  New course code required 

External Benchmarking 

FHEQ Level 6 Descriptors (2016) 
www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-
frameworks.pdf 

QAA Level 6 Education Studies (2015) 

www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-education-
studies-15.pdf 

Entry Month(s) September 

Why study this course 

 
This course builds on the skills and knowledge gained from a previous relevant Special 
Educational Needs and Disability subject area Foundation Degree or alternative course with 
CATS credits of 240 credits, with 120 credits at Level 5.  It offers you the chance to build an in-
depth understanding of Applied Special Educational Needs and Disability, from a variety of 
professional perspectives. This will give you significant opportunities to develop your own 
individual academic and professional interests in the context of your own career. Completion of 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/qualifications-frameworks.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-education-studies-15.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-education-studies-15.pdf
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the course will provide a variety of career pathways including Care Manager in residential and 
day settings; Senior Care staff; Specialist Care Assistant; High Level Teaching Assistant; and 
High Level Support Assistant.  In addition, the course provides a clear route into a professional 
graduate role within the Special Educational Needs and Disability Sector through initial teacher 
training pathways or Accredited SENCO qualifications. In addition, the course will support 
possible application pathways into Postgraduate Therapeutic courses and qualifications, for 
example Speech and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and Play Therapy.   
 
 

Educational Aims  

The Applied Special Educational Needs and Disability degree is designed to give you a deep 
understanding of the complexity of SEND education, development and learning, and SEND in 
the context of family and society in local and global contexts. The course focuses on a holistic 
approach to learning and understanding the needs of children and young people, and builds on 
your experiences in the workplace. You will be able to understand the importance of educational 
research and enquiry and carry out research in your own context. The course aims to provide 
the background for you to be fully prepared for working in a diverse range of professions in the 
Special Educational Needs and Disability sector. The course will also allow you to take forward 
your own individual interests in Special Educational Needs and Disability work. 
 
 

Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name 
Core or 
option 

 EDDS010 6 30 Research Methods Core 

New unit 6 30 Research Project in Applied Special 
Educational Needs and Disability Studies 

Core 

New unit 6 30 SEND Policy and Practice Core 

New unit 6 30 Developing Professional Practice in SEND  Core 
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Course-Specific Regulations 

The course is a Level 6 award, designed as a progression award from a Foundation Degree in a 
related subject.  The requirement for entry is 240 CATS credits, of which 120 Credits will be 
from level 5 studies. 

Additional Course Costs 

There may be an additional cost for DBS checks. 

Entry requirements 

This course is designed for students who have a University of Bedfordshire FdA or a Special 
Educational Needs Studies course from another institution and which has an element of direct 
practice with children and/or young adults. It also offers a progression award for students with 
240 CATS points from appropriate awards.  Students will need to be working or volunteering in 
SEND settings for a minimum of 2 days per week.  
 
Standard: 
Students with other relevant Level 5 qualifications will be considered on a case by case basis. 
International students must have IELTS 6.0 or equivalent. 
Standard entry requirements for UK students – 
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs 
Students from the European Union - http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu/guides 
 
. 

Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 Use an advanced understanding of educational theories and learning development to 
construct and enhance educational experiences and care of children, young adults and 
practitioners based on significant current experience in the workplace. 

 Contribute specialist expertise in SEND education, informed by current experiences in the 
workplace, to multi-disciplinary teams to augment a shared understanding of effective 
practice. 

 Be a lead professional who contributes an innovative and reflective stance to the evolving 
developments within the SEND sector and community, nationally and internationally. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course you should be able to: 
 
1. Demonstrate in-depth, systematic knowledge and consistently critical understanding of 

children and young people nationally and globally, from philosophical, historical, 
psychological, sociological, cultural, global health, welfare, legal, political and economic 
perspectives. 
 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/ukugentryreqs
http://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/eu/guides


CIF 2016 

Course information form (CIF) - 2016 - QAP0164 Page 4 of 17 

2. Understand that professional and ethical behaviour is a key requirement of entrants to 
graduate careers in the field of SEND Education. 
 

3. Analyse and apply current policies and debates in the field of SEND Education and be able 
to critically engage in future debates. 
 

4. Demonstrate strong communication skills through written, oral, visual and electronic means, 
being able to organize and articulate opinions and arguments using relevant specialist 
vocabulary whilst working individually or as part of a team.  

 
5. Demonstrate strong information literacy skills, in gathering and collating information from a 

wide variety of primary and secondary sources, including theoretical and research based 
evidence to complete a research project.  

 
6. Demonstrate the skills to undertake primary research and evaluate the significance and 

limitations of that research in relation to relevant theoretical perspectives. 
 
7. Demonstrate the ability to critically explore, analyse and evaluate information and data and 

reinterpret that information to construct cogent and coherent arguments. 
 

PSRB details 

N/A 

Learning and Teaching  

Learning is encouraged through participation in a wide variety of activities including scheduled 
learning opportunities such as lectures, seminars, workshops; guided learning through the use 
of the university virtual learning environment (BREO); independent research and self-directed 
activities, including extra-curricular opportunities. Learning is seen as a collaborative enterprise 
in which students participate fully. There are lectures in most units, and students are 
encouraged to regard these as opportunities for questioning knowledge, policy and practice. 
During seminars you will reflect on the lecture and clarify any points, discuss issues in more 
depth in small groups, carry out exercises which exemplify or apply conceptual points, analyse 
varied material, and present results of their individual or collaborative research. Seminars are 
often experiential and participatory in nature, stressing reflective and critical learning, which is 
supported and further developed through engagement with the VLE. You can apply the practical 
learning experienced in the workplace throughout the course. 
 
You are encouraged to become increasingly independent in their learning and synthesise their 
experiences in the workplace to their academic learning at university. You will experience a 
variety of assessment types, including essays, presentations, reports and case studies that are 
aimed at supporting varied performance strengths in a diverse student cohort.  Assessment 
tasks are designed to support academic integrity and minimise opportunities for plagiarism, with 
high risk assessments having a clear mechanism for verification. Highly weighted assessment 
tasks contain mechanisms to monitor progress and development of the final submission.  
 
In Level 6 the emphasis is on summative assessment, particularly as evidenced in the 
dissertation project, which also encourages independent enquiry and provides significant 
evidence for graduate skills development, professional skills and employability. In the 
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dissertation and in other key assessments, students will need to work with complex concepts 
and further develop the skills and knowledge introduced in their level 5 studies. 
 
 
 

Assessment  

 
At Level 6 the assessment strategy for the course is less formative in nature and more 
summative. The first Research Methods unit that you take will introduce them to assessment at 
Level 6 and will act as preparation for the major piece of work that they undertake in the 
research project. 
 
All assessments are applied to your work or volunteer experience.  The assessments will 
include formal essays, poster and PowerPoint presentations, research proposal, ethic approval 
documentation, and a dissertation report. The research based dissertation will enable students 
to carry out their own research project, guided throughout by a supervisor and will be the 
culmination of your work on the degree through the academic year. 
 
Throughout the course extensive use will be made of the University VLE (BREO) to provide 
information and further materials for study and facilitate interaction and discussion between 
students and between staff and students.
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Assessment Map 
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Developing your employability 

 
Because of the work-based nature of your course, all assignments require you to examine 
your strengths and aspirations for career development and demonstrate your potential for 
working within a disability related area. The curriculum is a link between various roles and 
theoretical strands rather than being purely academic and hence, unit tutors will stress the 
application and evaluation as it relates to your organisational context.  
 
The University’s Careers and Employability Service can help you in a number of ways and you 
will find that we have a range of services that can help you with your career planning and 
progression.   
 
For further advice is available from: https://www.beds.ac.uk/student-experience/studying-at-
bedfordshire/student-services/careers 
 
  

After Graduation  

The course provides a suitable background for application to primary initial teacher training 
options and the requirement for appropriate work experience and qualifications will be 
discussed at the start of the academic year. The course also offers graduates potential career 
options within a wide range of careers working with children and young adults such as working 
in a leadership or management capacity in children’s centres, social care, education welfare, 
residential services, or charities. You will still be able to call upon the Careers and Recruitment 
service of the University after graduation. You must meet the specific requirements that are 
set out for further qualifications such as teacher training (where for example it will be 
necessary to pass the skills tests in literacy and numeracy, meet the GCSE requirements and 
the required degree grade). 

 

Additional Information 

In addition to the course content you will have opportunities to receive training on PREVENT.  
The course will have visits from a range of experienced practitioners including those who work 
multi-agency teams to deliver workshops and Ofsted Inspector for residential education 
settings. 
 

Student Support during the course 

You will have the support of a Personal Academic Tutor (PAT) throughout the course who you 
will regularly meet.  They will advise you individually during the year to support your academic, 
personal and professional development. If you have personal worries or concerns that may 
affect your work, they will be able to direct you to the right support. 
 
You will have weekly opportunities to meet with your lecturers, during Office Hours, to discuss 
your knowledge and understanding of specific units you are taking, gain a deeper insight on 
the feedback on your assignments and gain support in maximising your achievement in your 
degree. 
 
During the course you will also have the opportunity to engage in formative peer assessment, 
formative written assessment and group tutorials for specific assignments.  
 

https://www.beds.ac.uk/student-experience/studying-at-bedfordshire/student-services/careers
https://www.beds.ac.uk/student-experience/studying-at-bedfordshire/student-services/careers
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You will have access to the university’s specialist academic support service, Personal 
Academic Development Team (PAD), who offer workshops on key elements of academic skills 
needed for studying in Higher Education. 
 
Course Handbook 
You will receive a course handbook which includes information about: 

 Course team i.e. those responsible for delivering the course 

 Staff communication procedures 

 Academic content of the course 

 Assessment expectations, regulations and support 

 Skills and personal development 

 Academic skills that the course will require you to develop 

 Health and safety aspects of the work in the course 

 Disability i.e. support available to students 

 Assignments 
 
 
 
Student Information Desk (SID) 
Pastoral and academic support is available in relation to a broad range of aspects of student 
experience. See http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support/sid  
Information about all of these services will be given during your induction at the start of the 
course.  
This includes confidential advice to all registered students who are experiencing difficulties 
with their studies, such as: 

 If you need an extension to an assignment hand-in date due to extenuating circumstances 
– only the Mitigation Team, through SID can do this 

 If you require general academic advice 

 If you are having problems attending lectures 

 If your course is more difficult than you expected 

 If you are thinking of leaving the University 

 If you are thinking of suspending your studies 
 
Study Hub 
The Study Hub team offers support for your academic development. Support includes advice 
on how to manage your time and workloads and development of specific study skills. 
Information about Study Hub is available from https://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/studyhub@library 
 
Student Voice 
The course will have a student representative to carry forward the views of the group to the 
team meetings. The elected course representative will receive training in the expectations and 
responsibilities of the role. Student representation at the meetings enables the staff team to 
hear student views and to gain information about the course from the student perspective.  
 
Learning Resources 
Learning Resources is the name given to the package of services and support provided by the 
university library. Learning Resources is accessed at http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk and will be 
introduced during your induction to the course.  
 
The online subject guides http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/guides will help you to identify some of the 
best resources available. You can also access on-line help through the ‘Invisible library’ 
available at http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/invisiblelibrary . This covers a range of issues including: 

 The University Library 

 Finding and locating information 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support/sid
https://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/studyhub@library
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/guides
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/invisiblelibrary
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 Understanding your subject 

 Understanding information 

 Sources of information 

 Planning a search strategy 

 Evaluating the effectiveness of your search 

 Referencing your sources 

 Managing your time 
 

Additional Course costs 

 
Students may incur additional costs for DBS. 
 
 
 
 

Course Equality Impact Assessment 

Question Y/N Anticipatory adjustments/actions 

The promotion of the course is open and 
inclusive in terms of language, images and 
location? 

Y  

Are there any aspects of the curriculum that 
might present difficulties for disabled students?  
For example, skills and practical tests, use of 
equipment, use of e-learning, placements, field 
trips etc.   

N 
If so indicate the anticipatory adjustments 
and arrangements here 

Are there any elements of the content of the 
course that might have an adverse impact on any 
of the other groups with protected 
characteristics1?   

N 
If so then indicate the anticipatory 
adjustments and arrangements here 

If the admission process involves interviews, 
performances or portfolios indicate how you 
demonstrate fairness and avoid practices that 
could lead to unlawful discrimination? 

N/A  

Confirm that you have considered that the course 
learning outcomes and Graduate Impact 
Statements are framed in a non-discriminatory 
way. 

Y  

Confirm that the course handbook makes 
appropriate reference to the support of disabled 
students. 

Y  

 

 

                                                 
1 Age, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion 

and belief, Sex, Sexual orientation 
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Administrative Information – Faculty completion 

Faculty Education and Sport 

Portfolio Undergraduate 

Department/School School of Teacher Education 

Course Coordinator Dr Perry Knight 

Trimester pattern of operation 
Term time only (exemption from University 
Trisemesterisation patter) 

PSRB renewal date (where 
recognised) 

 

Version number 1/17 

Approved by (c.f. Quality 
Handbook ch.2) 

University Approval Panel 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) May 2017 

Implementation start-date of this 
version (plus any identified end-
date) 

September 2017 

Study model type (e.g. study 
centre) 

 

 
Form completed by: 
 
Name: Dr Perry Knight    Date: March 2017 
 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee 
(FTQSC) 
 
 
Chair: …………………………………………………Date: …..……………………………………. 
 

 
 
 

Administrative Information – Academic Registry completion 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 
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Route code (post approval) BAASEABF, BAASEADF 

JACS / HECoS code (KIS)  

SLC code (post approval)  

Qualification aim (based on HESA 
coding framework) 
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Annexes to the Course Information Form 
 
These annexes will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics 
are the target audience. 
 
General course information 
 

Course Title Applied Special Educational Needs and Disability  

Qualification BA (Hons) 

Route Code (SITS)  

Faculty Education and Sport 

Department/School/Division School of Teacher 

Version Number 1/17 
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Annex A: Course mapping of unit learning outcomes to course learning outcomes 
 

Unit code Research 
Methods 

Research 
Project 

Pol & 
Practice 

Prof. 
Practice 

             

Level 6 6 6 6              

Credits 30 30 30 30              

Core or option Core Core Core Core              

Course 
Learning 
Outcome 
(number) 

Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell corresponding to the course learning outcome 

1 LO2 LO2 LO1 LO1              

2 LO1 LO2  LO1              

3 LO2 LO1 LO1 LO2              

4   LO1 LO1              

5 LO1 LO2 LO2               

6 LO2 LO1/2  LO2              

7 LO1 LO1 LO2               
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Section 3: Course structure and learning outcomes 
 
One table to be used for each intermediate qualification 
 

 
Intermediate qualification and title 
 

BA(Hons) Applied Special Educational Needs and Disability 
Studies 

 
The Units which make up this course are: 

Contributing towards the learning outcomes  
Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell 

corresponding to the course learning outcome 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name Core 
or 
option 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 6 30 Research Methods Core   X  X  X    

 6 30 Research Project in Applied Special 
Educational Needs and Disability 
Studies 

Core 
X X X X X X X    

 6 30 SEND: Policy and Practice Core X X  X X X     

 6 30 Developing Professional Practice in 
SEND 

Core 
  X X X X     
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Annex C: Course mapping to FHEQ level descriptor, subject benchmark(s) and professional body or other 
external reference points 
 
One set of mapping tables to be produced for the course and each named intermediate qualification 
 

Course (or intermediate) qualification and title  

 

BA(Hons) Applied Special Educational Needs and Disability 
Studies 

 

FHEQ Descriptor for a higher 
education qualification  

 
(Level 6 - FHEQ) 

Course Learning Outcome(s) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 
A systematic, extensive and comparative knowledge and understanding of the subject(s) as a 
whole and its links to related subject(s). A detailed knowledge of a few specialisms and 
developments, some of which are at, or informed by, the forefront of the subject. 

x  x  x x    

A critical understanding of the established theories, principles and concepts, and of a number 
of advanced and emerging issues at the forefront of the subject(s). 

x x  x x  X   

A critical understanding of the uncertainty and limits of knowledge and how it is developed, 
and an ability to deploy established techniques of analysis and enquiry within the subject. 

x x x x   X   

A comprehensive knowledge and familiarity with essential and advanced materials, 
techniques and skills including some at the forefront of the subject. 

 X x   x x   

Skills in identifying information needs, and in the systematic gathering, analysis and 
interpretation of ideas, concepts and qualitative and quantitative data and information from a 
range of evaluated sources including current research, scholarly, and/or professional 
literature. 

X x  x x  X   

communicate the results of their study and other work accurately and reliably using the full 
repertoire of the principal concepts and constructs of the subject(s); 

 X  x   X   

systematically identify and address their own learning needs both in current and in new 
areas, making use of research, development and professional materials as appropriate, 
including those related to the forefront of developments 

x x  X x  x   
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Subject Benchmark Statement(s) 
 
(Education Studies, 2015) 

Evidence and/or Course Learning Outcome(s) 

How the course takes account of relevant subject 
benchmark statements 

The underlying values, theories and concepts relevant to education  Through the study of Units: 
SEND Policy and Practice 
Developing Professional Practice in SEND. 

The diversity of learners and the complexities of the education process Workplace learning element of the course 
providing a rich environment for discussion and 
exploration of practice. 

The complexity of the interaction between learning and local and global contexts, 
and the extent to which participants (including learners and teachers) can influence 
the learning process 

Course Learning Outcome 1 and 3 

The societal and organisational structures and purposes of educational systems, and 
the possible implications for learners and the learning process. 

 

Identify and reflect on potential connections and discontinuities between each of the 
aspects of subject knowledge and their application in educational policies and 
contexts 

Course Learning Outcome 5 and 7 
Through the study of Unit Developing 

Professional Practice 
Select a range of relevant primary and secondary sources, including theoretical and 
research-based evidence, to extend their knowledge and understanding 

Course Learning Outcome 6 and 7 

The ability to use their knowledge and understanding critically to locate and justify a 
personal position in relation to the subject 

Course Learning Outcome 6 

On graduating with an honours degree in education studies, students should have 
the ability to collaborate and plan as part of a team, to carry out roles allocated by 
the team and take the lead where appropriate, and to fulfil agreed responsibilities 

Course Learning Outcomes 1. 3 and 4. 

On graduating with an honours degree in education studies, students should be able 
to process and synthesise empirical and theoretical data, to create new syntheses 
and to present and justify a chosen position having drawn on relevant theoretical 
perspectives 

Through the study of Units: 
Research Methods 
Research Project in Applied Special Educational 
Needs and Disability Studies. 
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