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Course Information Form 
 
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course 
 
General Course Information 
 

Course Title Bedfordshire International Foundation Year 

Qualification  N/A 

FHEQ Level Level 3 (pre FHEQ) 

Intermediate Qualification(s) N/A 

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AA 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration  

FT 1 year 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

N/A 

UCAS Course Code  N/A 

External Benchmarking 

SEEC level 3 descriptors  
http://www.seec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/seec-
files/SEEC%20Level%20Descriptors%202010.pdf  
Common European framework of Reference (for English 
language elements) B2 - covers the range from IELTS 5.0 to 
6.0 

Entry Month(s) October and February 

 
Why study this course 
The course has been designed specifically to prepare EU and international students who need 
to develop their English and academic knowledge further in order to join level 4 of degree 
courses at the University of Bedfordshire. Developed in collaboration with lecturers who deliver 
the degree courses, the combination of the study academic and technical English, study skills 
and subject studies will be excellent preparation for your future studies. 
 
Educational Aims  
 
This course is a preparation for study at the University of Bedfordshire for people for whom 
English is not their first language and who need to undertake a further year’s study in order to 
gain the qualifications needed to enter a degree course. Over the course of two semesters you 
will undertake intensive subject study through the medium of English as well as improving your 
general and academic English language competence.  

http://www.seec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/seec-files/SEEC%20Level%20Descriptors%202010.pdf
http://www.seec.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/seec-files/SEEC%20Level%20Descriptors%202010.pdf
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During the first semester you will follow a programme that is designed to help you to improve 
your English and study skills whilst learning some subject content. You will be taught mainly by 
tutors who are used to supporting students in developing their English, so you should find that 
your English improves rapidly. You will study everyday computing, which will support you in 
using IT more effectively for your studies and will select either a business or a social studies 
package of study.   
In the second semester you will continue to improve your English and study skills with the same 
students who you were with in semester 1 but you will also join UK students who are 
specialising in the subject that you have chosen to study for your degree for some of your 
sessions. You will begin to examine research in your chosen subject area whilst still receiving 
extra support from the English language team. In this way you will gradually integrate more into 
the department where you will be studying in the following year as you need less support with 
your English and study skills. 
 
Course Structure  
 
The Units which make up the course (including the Professional Practice Year as applicable) 
are: 
 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name 
Core or 
option 

FYU007-0              3 15 English for Study C 

FYU004-0              3 15 Academic English skills C 

FYU005-0              3 30 CEFL subject study C 

FYU006-0              3 30 English for specific purposes C 

FYS002-0 3 30 Contemporary Society in a Global World 
(business) 

O* 

FYH002-0 3 30 Laboratory Techniques And Processes 
(Life Sciences, sport therapy) 

O* 

FYE002-0 
  

3 30 Computing Systems Programming 
(computing and engineering) 

O* 

FYC002-0 3 30 Creative Practice (art and design, media, 
culture and communication) 

O* 

FYA003-0 3 30 Contemporary Social Issues (psychology 
and applied social sciences) 

O* 

*students select ONE subject unit relevant to their degree studies 
  
Course-Specific Regulations 

In addition to gaining 120 credits, students are required to: 

 demonstrate that they have achieved a minimum of IELTS 5.5 equivalent in listing, 
reading, writing and speaking 

 
Entry requirements 
40 -55% marks at 12 standard  
or  
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the equivalent of 1 A level grade E or 2 AS levels or 2+ A levels which do not meet the subject-
specific science/maths entry requirements of certain degrees 
And 
 
IELTS 4.5 overall with no more than 2 skills at band 4 (or equivalent) 
 
Additional Course Costs 
None 
 
Graduate Impact Statements 

The course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 Communicate well-developed ideas related to academic subjects effectively in English 

 Apply subject knowledge to a range of problems and questions 

 Use a range of skills required for study at undergraduate level 

Course Learning Outcomes 

By the end of the foundation year you will be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of pre-defined theory and current debates in 
your selected subject area 

2. Select, collate, synthesise and summarise appropriate  information from a range of 
sources and present it effectively following academic conventions 

3. Use technology effectively to support your studies 

4. Communicate accurately and effectively using general, academic and technical English 

5. Take responsibility for planning and managing your own learning, identifying strengths 
and weaknesses and accessing further support where needed. 

 
PSRB details 
 
N/A 
 
 
Learning and Teaching  
The teaching and learning strategy aims to integrate skills and knowledge which prepare 
students for progression to undergraduate study. The structure of the course into three terms 
aims to ensure that there is an incremental change in demand as students become more 
confident in using academic English and build up their skills and subject knowledge. Whilst 
subject content and demand is at level 3, the approach to teaching, learning and assessment is 
a ‘scaffolded’ one, with considerable support in semester one gradually reducing in through 
semester 2 to place a greater emphasis on independence.  
 
The approach to teaching is student focussed from the beginning with a mix of approaches in 
order to cater for a range of learning styles. In addition, the ‘English accelerator’ is designed to 
offer the opportunity to gain further support with difficult areas of language and consolidate 
learning. The students’ individual learning plans are the mechanism for identifying any additional 
support that may be needed. 
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In the second semester students are expected to do more independent preparation for the 
subject sessions and gain less preparatory input, with the ‘English for Specific Purposes’ 
sessions covering a broader range of language. In the research focussed unit the emphasis 
turns towards independence, with students managing their work. 
 
 
Assessment  
 
The assessment strategy for this course takes account of the combined goals of developing 
subject knowledge, English language competence and academic skills. The range of 
assessment tasks is therefore broad, incorporating: essays; poster presentations; examinations; 
portfolios; case studies; oral presentations; projects. The research related unit aims to bring 
together many of the skills learned during the year and give students a taste of planning and 
managing a research project related to one of the subjects that they have been studying.
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Assessment Map 
 
 
Unit 
Code 

 Weeks 

 C/O 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Eng for 
study 

 Continuous assessment and feedback CW 
Port 

               

Ac Eng 
skills 

       PR -
oral 

WR-
I 

                 

CEFL 
subject 
study 

 Continuous assessment and feedback PR-
OT 

CW- 
port 

               

English for 
specific 
Purposes 

           Continuous assessment and feedback CW-
port 

   

Subject 
study 
option 
(variable) 
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Developing your employability 
 
This course focuses on preparing you for degree study rather than on preparing you for a job. 
However, you will be developing skills that employers recognise as important such as the 
ability to communicate clearly, time management, critical thinking, organisational and 
computing skills. 
 
After Graduation  
This course is designed for progression to one of the degrees at the University of 
Bedfordshire. You will be given guidance on an individual basis about the choice of degree. 
Please note that there are some degrees, such as ones requiring A levels in science, to which 
you will not be eligible to progress. 
 
 
Additional Information 
 
As identified in the teaching and learning strategy, the course is planned to scaffold learning 
initially and move towards greater autonomy. The use of an individual learning plan will 
support students in identifying ways in which they can improve their learning. The approach to 
preparation for the language used in subject sessions is also one that aims to establish good 
study habits, with students learning to deduce meaning from context and to routinely record 
new vocabulary that will be transferable to other situations. 
 
 
Student Support during the course 

Every year we welcome students from across the world to the university and we know that 
each person has their own strengths and areas that they may need to improve on. You will 
have regular tutorials with your personal academic tutor (PAT) who will support you in 
developing and monitoring your individual learning plan (ILP). There are timetabled sessions 
at the end of each day during which you will be managing your own learning, completing work 
that you have been set and getting extra support with English and Maths in particular, either 
by attending a workshop or doing extra activities recommended by your tutor. 

You may be guided towards the services that the university offers to get help with specific 
problems and which you will continue to use when you progress to degree study.  

Student Information Desk (SID) 
Pastoral and academic support is available in relation to a broad range of aspects of 
student experience. See  http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support/sid 
Information about all of these services will be given during your induction at the start 
of the course. 
This includes confidential advice to all registered students who are experiencing difficulties 
with their studies. 
 
STUDY HUB 
The Professional Academic Development team offers support for your academic 
development. Support from the study hub includes advice on how to manage your time and 
workloads and development of specific study skills. Information about PAD is available from 
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/studyhub/study-hub-teams/professional-and-academic-development . 
 

Much of the support offered by the study hub is available online. There are guides about 
referencing, assignment, presentations, maths, for example, at 
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/studyhub.  In addition, by working closely with your course tutors, as 
required by the learning activities in the course, your academic development needs will be 
identified and the teaching can be adapted to support you in addressing those needs. 

http://www.beds.ac.uk/studentlife/student-support/sid
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/studyhub/study-hub-teams/professional-and-academic-development
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/studyhub
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Learning Resources 
Learning Resources is the name given to the package of services and support provided by 
the university library. Learning Resources is accessed at  http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk and will 
be introduced during your induction to the course. 
 

The online subject guides  http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/guides  will help you to identify some of the 
best resources available. You can also access on-line help through the ‘Invisible library’ 
available at http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/invisiblelibrary .  

You will be spending time with the library staff, learning how to search for information and 
about what is available through ‘Learning Resources’. 

 
 
 
Course Equality Impact Assessment 
 
Question Y/N Anticipatory 

adjustments/actions 

Is the promotion of the course open and inclusive in 
terms of language, images and location? 

Y  

Are there any aspects of the curriculum that might 
present difficulties for disabled students?  For example, 
skills and practical tests, use of equipment, use of e-
learning, placements, field trips etc.   N 

There is a possibility that the 
subject unit that you select in 
semester 2 could contain 
elements that may present 
difficulties. These will be 
discussed during sem 1 and 
appropriate arrangements made 

Are there any elements of the content of the course that 
might have an adverse impact on any of the other 
groups with protected characteristics1?   

N  

If the admission process involves interviews, 
performances or portfolios how have you demonstrated 
fairness and avoid practices that could lead to unlawful 
discrimination? 

N/A  

Have you framed the course learning outcomes and 
Graduate Impact Statements in a non-discriminatory 
way? 

Y  

Does the course handbook make appropriate reference 
to the support of disabled students? 

Y  

 
 
 

Administrative Information – Faculty completion 

Faculty Education and Sport 

Portfolio CEFL 

Department/School CEFL 

Course Coordinator John Lapwood 

Semester pattern of operation Oct (Semester 1), Feb (Semester 2) 

                                                 
1 Age, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion and belief, 
Sex, Sexual orientation 

http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/guides
http://lrweb.beds.ac.uk/invisiblelibrary
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PSRB renewal date (where 
recognised) 

N/A 

Version number 1/18 

Approved by (c.f. Quality 
Handbook ch.2) 

major modification 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) March 2018 

Implementation start-date of this 
version (plus any identified end-
date) 

10/18 

Study model type if not on-campus  N/A 

 

 Name Date 

Form completed by Jenny Cann 5/3/18 

Signature of Chair of 
Faculty TQSC 

 

5/3/18 

 

Course Updates – ensure that the revised CIF is given a new version number each time a 
change is made 

Date Nature of Update 
FTQSC Minute 
Ref: 
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Administrative Information – Academic Registry completion 

Route code (post approval) (various depending on degree applied for) 

JACS / HECoS code (KIS)  

SLC code (post approval)  

Qualification aim (based on HESA 
coding framework) 
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Annexes to the Course Information Form 
 
These annexes will be used as part of the approval and review process and peer academics 
are the target audience. 
 
General course information 
 

Course Title Bedfordshire International and EU Foundation Year 

Qualification  

Route Code (SITS)  

Faculty Education and Sport 

Department/School CEFL 

Version Number 2/18 
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Annex A: Course mapping of unit learning outcomes to course learning outcomes 
 
Unit code Eng 

for 

study 

Academic 

eng skills 

CEFL 

subject 

study 

Eng for 

specific  

puposes 

Examining 

research/ 

integrated 

project 

Subject 

study 

           

Level 3 3 3 3 3 3            

Credits                  

Core or 

option 

C C C C C C            

Course 

Learning 

Outcome 

(number) 

Insert LO1 and/or LO2 for each unit into cell corresponding to the course learning outcome 

1   LO1  LO1 LO1            

2  LO1  LO2 LO2             

3   LO2               

4 LO1    LO2 LO2            

5 LO2 LO2  LO1 LO2             

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

 
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of pre-defined theory and current debates in 

your selected subject area 

2. Select, collate, synthesise and summarise appropriate  information from a range of 

sources and present it effectively following academic conventions 

3. Use technology effectively to support your studies 

4. Communicate accurately and effectively using general, academic and technical English 

5. Take responsibility for planning and managing your own learning, identifying strengths 

and weaknesses and accessing further support where needed. 
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Annex C: Course mapping to FHEQ level descriptor, subject benchmark(s) and professional 
body or other external reference points 
 
One set of mapping tables to be produced for the course and each named intermediate qualification 
 

Course (or intermediate) qualification and title  

 

Foundation year with English Language  (EU) 

 
 
 

 

SEEC level 3 descriptors Course LOs 

1 2 3 4 5 

Has an understanding of defined areas of the 
knowledge base. 

x     

Demonstrates an awareness of current areas of 
debate in the field of study 

x  x   

Relates principles and concepts to underlying 
theoretical frameworks and approaches 

x x    

Carries out defined investigative strategies and 
communicates results effectively 

 x  x  

Collects information to inform choice of solutions to 
standard problems in familiar contexts 

 x    

Analyses information using pre-defined principles, 
frameworks or criteria 

x x    

Undertakes a given and clearly defined role  x  x x 

Has an awareness of ethical issues in the main 
areas of study 

x  x   

Assesses own capabilities against given criteria     x 

Uses interpersonal and communication skills to 
clarify tasks and communicate outcomes in narrowly 
defined contexts 

 x  x x 
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English Language and Skills Development Mapping: progression over 3 terms and 
mapping to CEFR level B2 of final outcomes 

 

 English for study 

(term 1) 

English for Specific 

Purposes (term 2) 

Academic 

English Skills 

(term 3) and 

project skills 

CEFR level 

B2 overall 

descriptors 

for the skills* 

Context General and study 

contexts, mainly 

predictable and defined 

Largely directed and 

supervised 

Routine business and 

technically-related 

contexts 

Some responsibility for 

initiating 

Academic study 

contexts 

Takes 

responsibility 

for identifying, 

planning and 

managing work 

 

Reading  Course 

materials: 

lecture notes, 

extracts from 

books, 

assessment 

briefs 

 New items 

 Information 

about living in 

the UK 

Skills: 

 Skimming and 

scanning 

 Identifying and 

understanding 

key words and 

concepts 

 Deducing 

meaning from 

context 

Course materials: text 

books, business news, 

general technical and 

business information 

 

 

 

Skills 

 Identifying, 

synthesising and 

summarising key 

information 

 Independently 

decipher meaning 

from context 

Reading and 

understanding a 

range of 

academic 

literature 

 

 

 

 

 

Skills 

 

 summarising

, 

synthesising 

and 

paraphrasing 

 

Can read with 

a large degree 

of 

independence, 

adapting style 

and speed of 

reading to 

different texts 

and purposes, 

and using 

appropriate 

reference 

sources 

selectively. 

Has a broad 

active reading 

vocabulary, 

but may 

experience 

some difficulty 

with low-

frequency 

idioms. 

Listening Understanding 

instructions 

Identifying and noting 

key information 

Understanding main 

points of news items 

(TV and radio) 

Understanding the gist 

of conversations with 

peers, tutors and in 

everyday transactions 

 

Understanding and noting 

the main points of 

lectures and workshops 

Understanding and 

discussing information 

about current affairs 

 

Taking notes in 

lectures on a 

range of 

subjects; 

recognising 

signposting 

devices; 

organising notes 

effectively 

 

Can 

understand the 

main ideas of 

propositionall

y and 

linguistically 

complex 

speech on both 

concrete and 

abstract topics 

delivered in a 

standard 

dialect, 

including 

technical 
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discussions in 

his/her field of 

specialisation. 

Can follow 

extended 

speech and 

complex lines 

of argument 

provided the 

topic is 

reasonably 

familiar, and 

the direction 

of the talk is 

sign-posted by 

explicit 

markers. 

Writing Paragraphs and short 

essays 

Filling in forms 

Summaries 

Recording new 

vocabulary in context 

Structuring a portfolio 

Short answers in exams 

Short reports on data 

Structuring and writing 

essays, reports, posters 

 

Longer pieces of writing 

of a more specialised 

nature using appropriate 

terminology 

Planning and 

writing a 

research project 

Writing a 

bibliography 

and short 

literature review 

Presenting and 

justifying 

conclusions 

Can express 

news and 

views 

effectively in 

writing, and 

relate to those 

of others. 

Can write 

clear, detailed 

texts on a 

variety of 

subjects 

related to 

his/her field of 

interest, 

synthesising 

and evaluating 

information 

and arguments 

from a number 

of sources. 

Speaking Participate in class 

discussions 

Undertake everyday 

transactions 

Give a short 

presentation on a 

familiar topic 

Participate effectively in 

class discussion and 

group work 

Give a structured 

presentation on an 

academic subject 

Communicating 

with different 

audiences. 

 

Presenting and 

defending 

arguments and 

ideas 

 

Can interact 

with a degree 

of fluency and 

spontaneity 

that makes 

regular 

interaction, 

and sustained 

relationships 

with native 

speakers quite 

possible 

without 

imposing 

strain on 

either party. 
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Can highlight 

the personal 

significance of 

events and 

experiences, 

account for 

and sustain 

views clearly 

by providing 

relevant 

explanations 

and 

arguments. 

Additiona

l study 

skills 

Self evaluation and 

goal setting 

Time management 

Use research skills to 

locate appropriate 

information 

Referencing 

Balancing arguments 

Locating 

relevant 

information 

from a range of 

sources and 

assessing its 

reliability 

Referencing 

different types 

of sources 

 

*CEFR (http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf)  

Criteria used: Overall reading comprehension p. 69; Overall spoken interaction, p.74; overall written 
interaction, p.83; overall listening comprehension p.66 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Source/Framework_EN.pdf
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Annex D: Diet Template 
 

Course Title: Bedfordshire International and EU Foundation Year 

Route Code:    Mode: e.g. Full Time Full-time 

Length of course: 1 year   

 
Please note a separate diet sheet is needed for each location of delivery (i.e. Luton, Bedford, 
partner location), each start date (i.e. October, February), each course length (i.e. 12 month, 
15 month) & each attendance mode (i.e. Full Time). 

Location of delivery (please tick): 
 

Luton AA X  

Bedford AB   

Milton Keynes AD   

Other (please state)   

 
Delivery pattern - please highlight all applicable start months, if other please state): 
 

 
A list of valid available period codes can be found on the intranet at 
https://in.beds.ac.uk/registry/student-records/srs-training-and-development/sits. Please refer 
to this when completing the diet sheet below. If your diets differ year to year e.g. SET A, SET 
B, please indicate clearly the academic year and set applicable. 
 
If your diet includes units which have not yet been assigned codes, please ensure this is 
clear by using NEW in the unit code column, followed by the correct prefix to be used e.g. 
ASS. Student Records will then assign a new unit code. Please note that a change in the 
credit value of an existing unit will require a new unit code to be created.  
 
  

                                                 
2 Where you are proposing a teaching pattern outside of the University agreed patterns, you should provide a 
mapping document for the course against the University standard patterns of assessment points, exam boards, 
terms dates and breaks 

Semesterised OCT FEB JUN Exception…………………………… 

PG Block delivery (intake 
months ONLY) 

BLK1 
OCT 

BLK2 
NOV 

BLK3  
FEB 

BLK4 
APR 

BLK5    
JUN 

BLK6      
AUG 

Yearlong delivery 
OCT 
(TY) 

FEB 
(FY)  

Other (outside of agreed 
patterns)2 

 

https://in.beds.ac.uk/registry/student-records/srs-training-and-development/sits
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Units for Foundation Year for Academic Year 2018-19.  
 
October Starts 

Unit Code Unit Name 
Unit 

Location 

Core/ 

Option* 

Period 
of 

study 
Credits 

FYU007-0              English for Study AA C 
SEM 1 

15 

FYU004-0              Academic English skills AA C 
SEM 1 

15 

FYU005-0              CEFL subject study AA C 
SEM 1 

30 

FYU006-0              English for specific purposes AA C 
SEM 2 

30 

FYS002-0 Contemporary Society in a Global World 
(University Square) 

AA O SEM 2 30 

FYH002-0 Laboratory Techniques And Processes  AA O SEM 2 30 

FYE002-0 
  

Computing Systems Programming  AA O SEM 2 30 

FYC002-0 Creative Practice  AA O SEM 2 30 

FYA003-0 Contemporary Social Issues  AA O SEM 2 30 

Students take one option unit in sem 2 appropriate to their intended degree studies 

February Starts 

Unit Code Unit Name 
Unit 

Location 

Core/ 

Option* 

Period 
of 

study 
Credits 

FYU007-0              English for Study AA C 
SEM 2 

15 

FYU004-0              Academic English skills AA C 
SEM 2 

15 

FYU005-0              CEFL subject study AA C 
SEM 2 

30 

FYU006-0              English for specific purposes AA C 
SEM 3 

30 

FYS002-0 Contemporary Society in a Global World 
(University Square) 

AA O SEM 3 30 

FYH002-0 Laboratory Techniques And Processes  AA O SEM 3 30 

FYE002-0 
  

Computing Systems Programming  AA O SEM 3 30 

FYC002-0 Creative Practice  AA O SEM 3 30 

FYA003-0 Contemporary Social Issues  AA O SEM 3 30 

 

Please contact Student Records at studentrecords@beds.ac.uk with any queries. 

 

mailto:studentrecords@beds.ac.uk

