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 Course Information Form 
 
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course 

General Course Information 

 

Course Title 

English Language and Literature 

English Language and Literature (with Professional Practice 
Year) 

Qualification  BA (Hons) 

FHEQ Level Level 6 

Intermediate Qualification(s)  

Awarding Institution University of Bedfordshire 

Location of Delivery AB 

Mode(s) of Study and 
Duration  

Full-time course, 3 years 

Part-time course, 6 years 

Full-time with Professional Practice Year, 4 years 

Professional, Statutory or 
Regulatory Body (PSRB) 
accreditation or endorsement 

 

UCAS Course Code  Q311 

External Benchmarking 

QAA Quality Code: Part A (2014) 

QAA Quality Code: Subject Benchmark Statement for English 
(2015) 

Entry Month(s) September 

 
Why Study This Course 
 
The BA (Hons) course in English Language and Literature at Bedford is the ideal choice for 

students who are equally interested in the language and the literature strands of their previous 

studies and who appreciate the natural synergies between the two subjects. The course is 

designed to give you an insight into the complexity and the scope of language and literature in 

different cultural, professional and historical contexts. It also provides you with an awareness of 
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competing theoretical approaches to the study of language / linguistics and literary / popular 

texts.    

 

A degree in English Language and Literature is especially relevant if you are planning a career 

where high-level analytical skills and abilities in professional and creative communication are 

needed. There are many vocational and educational applications for the kind of expertise in 

linguistics and literature with which this course will equip you.   

 

The first year provides a grounding in word forms, sentences and pronunciation and how these 

are used to express meanings in spoken and written English in a variety of contexts, as well as 

a knowledge of the development of English literature in a range of different cultural contexts 

from the Middle Ages to the present day. The second year builds on this knowledge, offering 

significant opportunities for you to choose options that enable you to tailor your course to suit 

your own individual academic and professional interests. At this stage, the course becomes 

more detailed and looks at accents, dialects, pronunciation and sentence structure, as well as 

historically contingent and context-dependent literary styles. Critical and creative thinking skills 

are also honed as the research focus becomes sharper, developing your skills as a linguistic 

and literary researcher. Following workshops on research strategies, information literacy and 

data collection and analysis, you will be encouraged to select your own language, literary or 

creative writing topic for your final-year dissertation.  

 

You will be studying with a course team that has an excellent track record of high-quality 

teaching and is prominent in subject league tables and National Student Surveys. The course is 

taught by experts in the field of English Language Teaching (ELT) and literature. Our prolific and 

successful Centre for Research in English Language Learning and Assessment (CRELLA) has 

a world-class reputation for its work in English Language Testing, while the English literature 

staff have research expertise in seventeenth and eighteenth-century literature of dissent; 

Victorian literature and culture; modernist writers; Irish, American and world literatures; and 

children’s, young adult and crossover literature. 

 
Educational Aims  
 
Studying this BA (Hons) course in English Language and Literature makes clear the joint 

lineage of study in linguistics and literature, drawing as it does on approaches from both science 

and the arts. Some elements of the course take a rigorously descriptive and analytical stance, in 

relation to the study of logic, syntax and phonetics, while others take a more attitudinal and 

interpretive standpoint, such as in relation to literary value, creativity and the production of 

literary affect.    

 

The course aims to instil an understanding of the current approaches to linguistics and literature 

and how they interact, which in turn provides insights into the ways in which the study of English 

language and literature has varied throughout history and in different cultures. The course helps 

to develop your descriptive, analytical and close-reading skills. This is especially attractive to 

many employers as it relies on abstract representation and creative thought, keystones in 

problem solving. 
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By the end of the course, you will have worked with patterns of discourse in spoken, non-literary 

and literary texts and seen how texts can be manipulated for specific purposes.  The course 

also sharpens your sensitivity to effective communication skills in private, public, social and 

professional contexts, using a range of media, as appropriate. In your final year, you will have 

the opportunity to demonstrate your ability to plan and carry out a major piece of independent 

research on a linguistic, literary or creative writing topic of your choice. 

 
Course Structure  

The Units which make up the course are: 

Unit Code Level  Credits Unit Name 
Core or 
Option 

PAE001-1 4 30 Practising Ideas: Approaches to Theory Core 

ENG003-1 4 30 Literature in History Core 

LNG029-1 4 30 Introduction to Linguistics and Phonetics Core 

LNG026-1 4 30 Sounds, Words and Grammar Core 

ENG002-2 5 30 Medieval and Renaissance Literature Core 

ENG008-2 5 15 Language, Ideology and Power Core 

LNG025-2 5 15 Exploring Grammar Core 

LNG024-2 5 15 The Sounds of English Core 

LNG023-2 5 15 Applying Linguistics Core 

ENG007-2 5 15 Shakespeare and His Contemporaries Option 

ENG010-2 5 15 Poetry and Poetics Option 

LNG019-2 5 15 The Meaning of Meaning Option 

MED066-2 5  Professional Practice Year Option 

ENG012-3 6 30 World Literature Core 

LNG020-2 6 15 Psycholinguistics Core 

ENG014-3 6 30 Dissertation (English Literature) – A * Option 

LNG017-3 6 30 Dissertation (English Lang & Ling) – A  Option 

ENG007-3 6 15 Children’s Fiction – B * Option 
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ENG010-3 6 15 Gender and Culture – B Option 

ENG013-3 6 15 Gothic Literature – B Option 

LNG022-3 6 15 English Syntax – B Option 

LNG024-3 6 15 Forensic Linguistics – B Option 

LNG019-3 6 15 Language, Literacy and Cognition – B Option 

 
* Select 30 credits from Group A and 45 credits from Group B. 
 
Course-Specific Regulations 
 
Entry Requirements 
 
Additional Course Costs 
 
Graduate Impact Statements 
 
This course has been designed to develop graduates who are able to: 

 

 Apply linguistic and literary knowledge to the close reading of non-literary and literary texts 

 Evaluate and contribute to the development of ideas, discussions and practices within a 

wide range of social, academic and professional contexts 

 Work constructively as part of a team and demonstrate self-discipline and time management 

as an individual to ensure goals are achieved on time and within resource parameters 

 Be creative, reflective and adaptable, accommodating new principles and understanding 

whilst recognising limitations within the workplace  

 Prepare and present high-quality materials and ideas orally and in writing and with 
appropriate use of technology to a professional standard 

 Use initiative to find solutions to problems 
 

Course Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon successful completion of the BA (Hons) in English Language and Literature, you should 

be able to: 

 

1. Demonstrate your understanding of the language systems phonology, grammar, lexis and 
morphology and how they may vary. 

 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of English language and literature in different cultures and literary 

periods, from Chaucer to the present day. 

 

3. Communicate fluently, in both speech and in writing, your expertise in both strands of the 
course by employing appropriate linguistic and literary terminology, synthesising information 
to construct and manage coherent lines of argument. 
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4. Demonstrate the necessary skills and discipline to conduct research ethically and draw valid 
conclusions based on both linguistic data and / or the close reading of literary texts. 

 

5. Assess the merits of contrasting theories and explanations (including those of other 
disciplines), thereby reaching an understanding of the relationship between language, 
literature, culture, society and the individual. 

 
In order to qualify for the award of BA (Hons) Education Studies and English (with Professional 
Practice Year), students will need to meet all of the outcomes above and: 

 
6. Demonstrate knowledge and analytical understanding of professional practice by 

successfully completing a period of approved workplace practice. 
 
PSRB Details 

 
Learning and Teaching  
 
Our approach to teaching you how English language and literature work is fundamentally 

student-oriented, with ample opportunities for discussion and elaboration as part of the course.  

We think you will find all the staff and fellow students very friendly and eager to help you, 

whether or not English is your first language. As subject-specific lectures seldom have more 

than thirty students, your tutors will soon get to know you and you them. In addition to standard 

lectures, a range of classroom activities will be used, such as individual, pair and group tasks, 

and a Personal Academic Tutor (PAT) will meet you regularly to assess your progress across 

the course. In order to help ease the transition to university life, you will also be part of the Peer 

Assisted Learning (PAL) scheme, where second and third-year students who have studied what 

you are now studying offer you the benefits of their experience. 

 

The course facilitates a learning experience which is meaningful, active, scholarly and creative 

through lectures, workshops, seminars, tutorials and the virtual learning environment. It is taught 

by English language and literature tutors who have strong research profiles in their respective 

areas of interest. This experience and research activity underpins the curriculum. During the 

course, you will study areas within language and literature which are of particular interest to you, 

including to your future career goals, and you are encouraged to be increasingly independent 

and self-disciplined as the course progresses. Our aim is to help you become a successful 

autonomous learner with well-developed analytical and communication skills which will include a 

sensitivity to intercultural matters. You will develop your own critical voice over the three years 

of study, gradually engaging in the scholarly debates surrounding the fields of linguistics and 

literary studies. The course is designed to enable you to take increasing responsibility for your 

own learning and development. This ‘scaffolded’ approach enables you to benefit from initial 

direction, support and suggestions regarding your learning and culminates in devising your own 

topic or creative writing project for the final dissertation. 

 
Assessment 
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The BA (Hons) English Language and Literature course uses a wide variety of assessments. 

Although on most units the essay is one of the ways in which learning outcomes are assessed, 

all units employ other means of assessment, including language data collection and analysis, 

oral presentations, transcriptions, close readings, reviews, group reports, journals, research 

proposals, portfolios, a range of phase tests and seen and unseen exams, as well as the 

Dissertation, which can be either a research dissertation on a language or literature topic or a 

creative writing dissertation with commentary. Each piece of work is graded individually, 

whether done collaboratively or otherwise. Feedback plays an important role in the course and 

you will be expected to engage in self-reflection and peer feedback, especially in formative 

assessments and those based on presentations. There is also a variety of individual 

assessments designed to develop independent critical thinking and which serve to reinforce our 

research culture.  

 

As you progress from Year One to Year Two to Year Three, it is expected that your response to 

assessment tasks will become more sophisticated as you consolidate and develop your skills 

and subject knowledge. You will be required to produce a critique of theory and current 

practices and to evidence your ability to make informed decisions.  Research ethics is an 

integral part of the course and, together with training in research methods, provides the 

foundations for the Dissertation, the culmination of the course which entails managing the 

research project from start to finish, albeit with advice and support from your supervisor. This 

substantial body of work is normally based on original research and on the application of 

linguistic / literary theory and / or creative writing. The level of study at each stage in your 

degree is reflected in the level of response required by assessment criteria. 
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Assessment Map 

 
Unit Code  Weeks 

 C/O 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

PAE001-1 C 
CW-

Port 

       CW-

Ess 

                

ENG003-1 C 
                   CW-

Ess 

    Ex 

LNG029-1 C 
CW-

Ess 

     WR-

I 

                  

LNG026-1 C 
                CW-

CS 

    CW-

CS 

  PR-

viva 

ENG002-2 C 
    CW-

Ess 

    Ex-

OT 

               

ENG008-2 C 
                  CW-

OT 

     Ex-

PT 

LNG025-2 C WR-I        WR-I                 

LNG024-2 C 
                     WR-I  Ex-

PT 

 

LNG023-2 C 
    CW-

CS 

   EX-

OT 

                

ENG007-2 O 
                 CW-

OT 

     CW-

Ess 

 

ENG010-2 O 
               Ex-

PT 

       CW-

Ess 

 

LNG019-2 O  
                Ex-OT     CW-

CS 

  

ENG012-3 C  
   CW-

Ess 

    Ex-

OT 

               

LNG020-3 C  
 CW-

Ess 

      Ex-

OT 

               

ENG014-3 O  
                  PJ-

Diss 

     

LNG017-3 O  
                    PJ-

Diss 

  PR-

Oral 

ENG007-3 O  
                 CW-

Ess 

   Ex-

PT 

  

ENG010-3 O  
                CW-

Ess 

     CW-

Ess 

 

ENG013-3 O  
            Ex-

PT 

          CW-

Ess 
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LNG022-3 O  
  CW-

Data 

    Ex-

PT 

                

LNG024-3 O  
                 CW-

Data 

     PR-

Oral 

LNG019-3 O  
                CW- 

Port 

     Ex-

OT 
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Developing Your Employability 
 
During the Introductory Programme at the start of the first year of your studies, you will meet 

staff from the Careers Service who will talk to you about how best to prepare for your chosen 

career and the services they have to offer to help you with that preparation over the next three 

years. 

 

Towards the end of Year One, a session will be organised to discuss the choice of units for 

Years Two and Three, taking your occupational goals very much into consideration. Just as 

the BA (Hons) English Language and Literature course introduces you to research gradually 

from the first year, so too with career planning, which becomes increasingly prominent in the 

second and final year, when advisors help you plan your graduate career or postgraduate 

study.  We work closely with representatives of the Careers Service and deliver joint career 

development workshops as part of the course. For instance, for those students intending to 

teach, a tutor from the PGCE course will offer specific advice on how best to prepare for a 

PGCE. 

 

In Year Three, your Personal Academic Tutor will act as a source of information on life after 

university and will write references for you for job applications. The combination of theoretical 

knowledge, practical application and interpersonal skills acquired on this course will provide 

you with the confidence and experience to approach all manner of problems. The course has 

a range of assessment types, such as case studies, individual and group tasks and giving 

presentations, all skills employers prize. 

 

Volunteering: 

 

The opportunity to explore some of the practical applications for your intellectual, analytical 
and communication skills is encouraged through the university volunteering scheme. Settings 
include local schools, colleges, hospitals and charitable organisations. 
 
Students who register for the degree with professional practice year will additionally attend a 
series of workshops and activities relating to securing a suitable placement and compulsory 
briefings at the end of Year Two to ensure that all legal requirements for health and safety, 
safeguarding, etc. training have been met. This will be explained more fully in your 
professional practice handbook once you have registered with the Careers and Employability 
Service’s Student Development and Awards Team in your first year. If you will be working with 
children and / or vulnerable people, you will be required to have a DBS check and undertake 
safeguarding and prevent training. 
 
After Graduation  
 
Careers: 

 

Given the broad scope of the course, we anticipate that graduates will progress on to a wide 

range of professional positions or postgraduate studies. There are two common avenues of 

employment: linguistic or literary-oriented pathways, as well as those that require a good 

degree and are open to all graduates, like management training programmes. Any career 

which requires the ability to use English effectively at a professional level will be of interest. 

Specialist careers may involve working within language and literary education and 

examination boards like the Assessment and Qualification Alliance (AQA), Cambridge 

Language Assessment, Edexcel or Pearson. A popular career choice is English teaching, 
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including TEFL, with the latter allowing you to travel the world and work in any country as a 

teacher of English. Several of our graduates have previously found employment within the 

administration team of the University or, in some cases, as lecturers. 

 

The following list is indicative of some popular fields graduates of linguistics and literature 

work in:  

 

 Teaching and educational administration 

 Media, journalism and publishing 

 Web-based industries 

 Public relations, marketing and advertising 

 Management 

 The legal profession  

 The intelligence community 

 The civil service, administration and local government  
 

Further Study: 

 

Tutors are happy to advise those who are considering a further academic qualification. A 

PGCE or a graduate teacher training programme is a common type of course graduates follow 

after this course. Similarly, a short intensive Certificate in ELT course will enable you to apply 

for language teaching posts at home or overseas, combining foreign travel with work. Finally, 

MA programmes in Applied Linguistics, ELT Management and English Literature are also 

natural progression routes for our graduates and are offered at the University of Bedfordshire. 

 
Additional Information 
 
Student Support during the Course 
 
All students will be allocated a Personal Academic Tutor (PAT) at the start of the course. The 

PAT will provide academic guidance through your time at the University and will be able to act 

as a referee, writing references for voluntary and / or paid positions. Meetings in small groups 

or one to one will take place each academic year to review your academic progress, career 

intentions and suggest actions that you can take to improve your learning. The course 

operates an extended induction programme, starting with pre-course guidance, through an 

initial induction week and then into the course which is located within core units that all 

students will follow. We also offer an enhancement programme at Level 6 to support students 

applying to graduate positions such as teacher training, as well as to help them access paid 

internships relevant to a range of occupational roles. 

 

Students will be taught by supportive and enthusiastic tutors who have a history of positive 

student feedback and strong research profiles in their specialist subjects. Unit tutors have 

office hours for two hours per week and students are invited to sign up for tutorials during 

these times to discuss a particular piece of work or any other academic issue. 

 

The Bedford campus of the University is set in an attractive market town and has a welcoming 

collegiate atmosphere, excellent library facilities and a purpose-built 280-seat theatre. 

Lecturers are able to refer to and advise you about a range of support services including PAD 

(Professional and Academic Development, which offers academic support resources) and SID 

(Student Information Desk, which offers a drop-in and online service for academic and non-
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academic advice, for example on learning support, arrangements for students with disabilities 

or specific learning difficulties or guidance on mitigating circumstances for assessments). 

Lecturers will also refer you to online resources that are able to support your learning, for 

example the Study Hub within the University’s Virtual Learning Environment, called 

Bedfordshire Resources for Education Online (BREO), or the material that can found on the 

Learning Resources website. Extensive use is made of BREO to provide supporting materials 

for each unit that you study and to deliver interactive learning experiences. 

 

Although the University does not provide childcare facilities, it does provide a Childcare Advice 

Service for all students who are parents /carers to help find childcare provision in 

Bedfordshire. The Health Centre provision available to you includes doctors, nurses, clinics, 

prescriptions, travel vaccinations, telephone advice and out of hours emergency services. You 

will be offered the opportunity to register with one of the two General Practitioners providing 

student health services to the University. The University also provides a free and confidential 

Counselling Service, which is available to all full and part-time students. International students 

are likewise well cared for at the University. The International Support Team is available to 

provide practical help and support in a number of areas, including English for Academic 

Purposes. 

 

Study skills are embedded in the units throughout the English Language and Literature 

course, with the first-year unit Practising Ideas purposely designed to develop your skills in 

critical thinking, which will be transferable to all other units. Specialist skills sessions for the 

Dissertation unit will be offered before and after the summer break between Years Two and 

Three and a mini-conference will be organised mid-way through your final year in which you 

share work in progress with your peers.  For the purpose of research, you will have access to 

a number of specialist archives, including the Hockliffe Collection of approximately two 

thousand early children’s books and the Cinderella Collection of books and other memorabilia 

relating to the classic fairy tale. 

 

The English team pioneered the Peer Assisted Learning (PAL) scheme, in which students 

from Years Two and Three are offered specialist training in order to mentor first-year students.  

In Year One, you will not only benefit from the PAL scheme, but you will also be encouraged 

to develop your own interpersonal mentoring skills in Years Two and Three in order to support 

your first-year peers. 

 
Course Equality Impact Assessment 

 

Question Y/N Anticipatory adjustments/actions 

The promotion of the course is open and 
inclusive in terms of language, images and 
location? 

Y  

Are there any aspects of the curriculum that 
might present difficulties for disabled students?  
For example, skills and practical tests, use of 
equipment, use of e-learning, placements, field 
trips etc.   

N  

Are there any elements of the content of the N  
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course that might have an adverse impact on any 
of the other groups with protected 
characteristics1?   

If the admission process involves interviews, 
performances or portfolios, indicate how you 
demonstrate fairness and avoid practices that 
could lead to unlawful discrimination? 

NA  

Confirm that you have considered that the course 
learning outcomes and Graduate Impact 
Statements are framed in a non-discriminatory 
way. 

Y  

Confirm that the course handbook makes 
appropriate reference to the support of disabled 
students. 

Y  

 

Administrative Information – Faculty Completion 

Faculty Creative Arts, Technologies and Science 

Portfolio UG Culture and Communications 

Department/School Culture and Communications 

Course Coordinator Michael Faherty 

Trimester pattern of operation  

PSRB renewal date (where 
recognised) 

 

Version number 1/17 

Approved by (c.f. Quality 
Handbook ch.2) 

FTQSC 

Date of approval (dd/mm/yyyy) 1 Feb 17 

Implementation start-date of this 
version (plus any identified end-
date) 

September 2017 

Study model type (e.g. study 
centre) 

 

 
Form completed by: 
 
Name: Michael Faherty     Date: 20 Jan 17 
 
Authorisation on behalf of the Faculty Teaching Quality and Standards Committee 
(FTQSC) 
 
Chair:        Date: 

                                                 
1 Age, Gender reassignment, Marriage and civil partnership, Pregnancy and maternity, Race, Religion 

and belief, Sex, Sexual orientation 
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Administrative Information – Academic Registry Completion 

Route code (post approval)  

JACS / HECoS code (KIS)  

SLC code (post approval)  

Qualification aim (based on HESA 
coding framework) 

 

 

Course Updates 

Date 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Nature of Update FTQSC Minute Ref: 

05.07.17 Semesterised delivery and associated changes  


