
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title MA Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy

Final Award MA

Route Code MASPPABF

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)

Postgraduate Certificate Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy

Postgraduate Diploma Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy

FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery Bedford Campus

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

Full Time over 1 year

Part-time delivery typically over 2-3 years

Standard intake points 
(months) October
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External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

Mapping at Masters level is difficult due to the benchmark statements being specific to undergraduate degree programmes, 
however mapping was completed to the sport and education specific benchmarks which can be found at:

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/subject-benchmark-statements/sbs-education-studies-15.pdf?sfvrsn=959cf781_10

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/subject-benchmark-statements/sbs-events-hospitality-leisure-sport-tourism-16.pdf?
sfvrsn=159df781_6

The MA proposed herein builds on this framework and develop clear higher level characteristics in keeping with QAA guidelines.

As the course additionally needs to meet the QAA subject benchmarking for M-level courses and there are no sport and/or 
education specific statements, the assessment criteria for the current degree will address the general QAA descriptors of the 
attributes of a graduate at Masters level.

Benchmark standards

QAA Masters degree descriptors can be found at:

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/quality-code-A1.pdf

As no Masters level subject specific benchmarks exist for Sport and/or Education related courses, benchmarks derived from the 
business and management field were consulted

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Masters-degrees-in-business-and-
management.pdf

These three benchmarking documents have been utilised in the construction of appropriate learning outcomes for the current 
degree.

Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

n/a

HECoS code(s) 100098 and 100095 

UCAS Course Code

DocumentID - 718

Page 2 of 9Route(s) - MASPPABF



Course Aims

The overall aim of the course is to provide an intellectually challenging, critically informed programme of advanced study in 
physical education and sport pedagogy.  Specifically, the MA Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy aims:

• To broaden and deepen your knowledge of the requirements of physical education and sport pedagogy in contemporary 
national and international contexts.

• To develop a high level of critical understanding of physical education and sport pedagogy regarding models-based 
practice, critical pedagogy, policy implementation and realisation, and occupational socialisation.

• To provide opportunities for you to develop the skills of enquiry and to demonstrate specialist research competency in some 
aspects of physical education and sport pedagogy.

• To strengthen your creative thinking skills and abilities to work collaboratively to enable entry into (or consolidation within) 
executive bodies / research agencies / consultancies / educational institutions in physical education and sport pedagogy.

• To provide you with a basis for life-long learning and successful career development in your chosen professional area of 
physical education and sport pedagogy.

• To develop graduates who will contribute in an enterprising and creative way to the field and practice of physical education 
and sport pedagogy.
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1
Demonstrate an extensive and up to date critically informed 
knowledge of theoretical concepts relating to physical education and 
sport pedagogy.

MA, Diploma, Cert

2 Critically evaluate how the economy, society, culture and the 
environment shape physical education and sport pedagogy. MA, Diploma

3 Apply appropriate pedagogical techniques in a range of appropriate 
sport and physical education settings. MA, Diploma, Cert

4
Develop practitioner research skills and implement them within a 
physical education and sport pedagogy context in a sustained 
manner

MA, Diploma, Cert

5
Demonstrate specific abilities in the assessment of sport and 
physical education which are ordinarily utilised in physical education 
and sport pedagogy settings and contexts

MA, Diploma

6

Communicate orally and in writing a critical awareness of cutting 
edge questions of equity and sustainability which arise in the local / 
national / international contexts of physical education and sport 
pedagogy.

MA, Diploma, Cert

7

Engage in a number of practice-based studies of physical education 
and sport pedagogy, thereby producing critical appraisals of forms of 
curricula, teaching and coaching strategies, assessment for learning 
and the place of physical education and sport pedagogy in school 
and community contexts

MA, Diploma, Cert

8

Produce a number of critical reviews of the established / state-of-
the-art literature on key issues in physical education and sport 
pedagogy such as: models-based practice, assessment for learning, 
physical literacy, and physical education teacher education.

MA

9 Demonstrate a capacity to critically reflect on your own performance 
as pedagogues and leaders in sport and physical education MA, Diploma, Cert
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

The MA Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy employs a range of teaching and learning strategies. Thus, the teaching strategy 
can be summarised as follows:

It is student-centred as it requires students to examine their past and current experience to develop a professional development 
plan;

• It has flexible teaching and learning arrangements, making extensive use of BREO and other on-line modes of delivery to 
support and facilitate learning;

• The program is research-informed due to the publication records of the teaching staff;
• It emphasises self-directed and independent research with reflexivity between theory and practice, known as praxis;
• It necessitates effective student communication in oral and written form and through technology;
• It has a teamwork component, but also encourages individual self-reflection and peer evaluation;
• It requires students to keep abreast of cutting edge developments in physical education and sport pedagogy, particularly 

with a view to developing a focus for the Dissertation.

Learning support 

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

Admissions Criteria
Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

N/A

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information
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Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

The programme’s assessment strategy underscores the course team’s concern with the sorts of critical investigations which are 
increasingly required to understand physical education and sport pedagogy. It places a premium upon research competency and 
upon independent critical thinking. You are expected to have strong reading, writing and presentation skills in English and the 
ability to understand physical education and sport pedagogy in its very wide social, political, and philosophical multidimensionality.

Formative assessment will be used to provide you with the opportunity for feedback that is both peer and teacher directed, to 
enable you to review and improve your work, before summative assessment wherever possible.

There will be a range of summative assessment methods on the course that permit you to build on your strengths and address 
your weaknesses. Each unit will be assessed separately, using different mixes of assessment and modes of learning including: 
individual presentations and reports, essays, and projects. The details of these assessments are given in the individual Unit 
Information Forms where the connections to the Course Learning Outcomes are made clear.

 

To help you meet the summative assessment demands, and as part of the teaching and learning strategy which is set out to 
achieve the course learning outcomes, a series of formative and diagnostic assessment methods are used across the course, 
including oral and written presentations, writing reports, planning and review exercises. Assessment methods have been selected 
to support the development of pedagogical research skills and knowledge, whilst satisfying unit and course learning outcomes.

Your ability to carry out independent research will be assessed through a research project reported in a dissertation. The 
dissertation provides you with the opportunity to use your growing and developing knowledge and skills.
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through teaching (T), 
general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

MASPPABF  - MA PESP

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

SPO016-6 Advanced Pedagogy 7 30 Core T1 D1 D1 A2 A1 A2 

SPO021-6 Research Methods in Sport 7 30 Core D1 
A2 A1 

SPO036-6 Sport Pedagogy and Policy: Theory in Action 7 30 Core D1 A1 D1 
A2 

SPO047-6 Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy Dissertation 7 60 Core A1 A2 A1 

SPO049-6 Occupational Socialisation: Critical perspectives on PETE 7 30 Core T1 A1 D1 A2 

PCPEPABF/P  - PG Cert Physical education and Sport Pedagogy

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

SPO021-6 Research methods in sport 7 30 Option N/A D1 
A2 N/A N/A 

SPO0349-6 Occupational Socialisation: Critical prepsectives on PETE 7 30 Option A1 N/A N/A N/A A2 

SPO036-6 Sport pedagogy and policy: Theory in Action 7 30 Option N/A N/A A1 N/A 

SPO16-6 Advanced pedagogy 7 30 Option T1 N/A D1 N/A A2 N/A A2 

PDPEPABF/P  - PG Dip Physical Education and Sport Pedagogy

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

SPO016-6 Advanced Pedagogy 7 30 Core T1 D1 D1 A2 N/A A2 

SPO021-6 Research Methods in Sport 7 30 Core D1 
A2 N/A 

SPO036-6 Sport Pedagogy and Policy: Theory in Action 7 30 Core D1 A1
2 N/A 
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SPO049-6 Occupational Socialisation 7 30 Core T1 A1 N/A A2 
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MASPPABF- MA PESP/ PG DIp/ PG Cert

Unit Code Level Period Core or Option Ass 1 Type code Ass 1 Submit wk Ass 2 Type code Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

SPO016-6 7 SEM 1 Core WR-WB 9 CW-ESS 15

SPO021-6 7 SEM 1 Core PR-ORAL 6 PJ-PROJ 13

SPO036-6 7 SEM 2 Core CW-ESS 5 CW-ESS 14

SPO049-6 7 SEM 2 Core PR-ORAL 6 CW-ESS 12

SPO047-6 7 SEM 3 Core WR-PO 3 PJ-DIS 15

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

WR-PO Coursework - Poster

WR-WB Coursework - Worked Based Report

Administrative Information
Faculty Faculty of Education and Sport 
School School of Sport Science and Physical Activity

Head of School/Department Andrew Mitchell

Course Coordinator Joanne Hill
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