
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

Final Award MA

Route Code MACYFAAF/MACYFAAP

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)

Postgraduate Diploma in Childhood, Youth and Family Studies (120 credits)

FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

15 months, full time

30 months, part time

Standard intake points 
(months) October

External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

QAA Masters Degree Characteristics (2020)

QAA Quality Code for Higher Education. Part A: Setting and Maintaining Academic Standards. The Frameworks for Higher 
Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies (2014)

QAA Subject Benchmark: Youth and Community Work (2019)

Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

None
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HECoS code(s) 100455

UCAS Course Code N/A

Course Aims

This MA is designed to allow students to build upon their knowledge and critically consider the theoretical underpinning of working 
across childhood, youth and family services. 

The aim of the MA in Childhood, Youth and Family Studies to enable students to achieve:

• A critical application of the evidence-based knowledge and skills acquired from theory, practice, research and policy to 
further develop and evidence their understanding of the changing contexts of childhood, youth and families in a globalised 
world

• A robust theoretical framework and knowledge base to develop an integrated and critically aware understanding of 
childhood, youth and family studies and to cultivate a critical and analytical approach to contemporary methodological 
developments in the study of childhood, youth and families.

• A critical exploration of the cultural and social constructions of childhood, youth and families, including the impacts that such 
constructions have on children and young people’s everyday lives. 

• An advanced knowledge of the complexity of understanding the relationship between children’s rights, the ideologies and 
responsibilities for welfare and the application of such in the diversity of experiences across children’s, young people’s and 
families lives. 

• Enhanced career prospects across professional boundaries within children’s and young people’s services by facilitating the 
identification and the application of new learning within professional contexts.

• Enhanced capacity to independently evaluate relevant research and practice including the ability to synthesize information 
from a range of sources and to operate within a high level of student autonomy and self direction in their area of study

• The development of skills required to design, implement, report and disseminate an original research study in their area of 
interest developing specialist knowledge and expertise in their field.

• A consideration of how this knowledge enables them to engage in the sector through a number of course opportunities 
which will inform their decision making about future employability opportunities.

These educational aims will allow you to achieve high levels of personal enquiry and the ability to understand and have 
knowledge of policy and practice policy with particular regard to children, young people and families. This knowledge, and the 
ability to apply it, together with the collaborative approach adopted in the teaching and learning strategy will offer you a 
transformative experience and equip you with the qualities and skills necessary for employment at a high level across the sector 
with a robust underpinning of theory developed from great thinkers from history.
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1
A systematic understanding of the knowledge, theoretical 
frameworks and current scholarship in the fields of Childhood, Youth 
and Family Studies.

MA Childhood, Youth and Family Studies, PGDip 
Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

2

A critical awareness and identification of current problems and/or 
new insights, which is informed by, this field of study and/or the 
relevant area of professional practice across services responding to 
the needs of children, young people, families and their communities.

MA Childhood, Youth and Family Studies, PGDip 
Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

3

Originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical 
understanding of how established techniques of research and 
enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline 
and how this informs legislation, policy and practice in the field of 
Childhood, Youth and Family studies.

MA Childhood, Youth and Family Studies, PGDip 
Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

4

An in-depth knowledge and critical appreciation of research models 
and methods appropriate to the field of Childhood, Youth and Family 
studies and a high level of skill in evaluating and undertaking 
research, acting within a robust ethical framework.

MA Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

Teaching and Learning 

The MA is delivered across four semesters for the full time course. Each semester delivers a learning experience that sequentially 
builds the learning across the course. 

In the first semester students will take a 30 credit core unit looking at a range of experiences that children, young people and 
families may experience and how practitioners might be best place to respond. In addition, two further 15 credit core units are 
undertaken, the first of which looks at the principles of good research practice, which will help prepare students for the dissertation 
should they want to complete the full MA. 

In the second semester, there are two 15 credit core units. The core units look at effective and ethical practice when working with 
children, young people and families and focuses on relevant theoretical frameworks which underpin practice. The remaining 
content in the second semester is made up of 2 x 15 credits via the selection of options units. Students wanting to complete the 
full MA will need to complete the Research Methods 2 unit as one of their options

The final semester (3) and semester 1 of year 2, is given to the research dissertation.
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

Teaching in the first and second semesters will be delivered through lectures and seminar/ workshops and will allow students to 
gain cutting edge core knowledge and research skills to enable them to take direction of their second semester learning and 
inform their dissertation choice. The research methods teaching will be shared across all the MA’s in the portfolio.

The learning is structured in such a way as to allow students to develop increasing autonomy and ownership of the direction of 
their learning. This will be achieved through stages of guided core learning, option choices to allow students to determine the 
direction of their learning and finally to the independent learning of the dissertation. 

By undertaking the Masters, students will be guided in their learning through scheduled lectures and seminars/workshops as part 
of unit learning, but as postgraduates will undertake significant amounts of independent and autonomous learning to acquire 
knowledge at the cutting edge of scholarship and communicate this learning in an effective and professional manner.

Assessment 

Assessment aims to enhance the learning experience rather than simply provide academic hurdles to be surmounted. 
Nonetheless it must offer a reliable test of the student’s level of academic attainment. To achieve this, the assessment methods 
used must relate closely to the intended unit learning outcomes as evidenced in the UIF’s, whilst allowing the student maximum 
scope for creativity in fulfilling them.

The assessment strategy is intended to enable students to:

1.    Show originality in the application of knowledge and understand how the boundaries are advanced through research.

2.    Deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively and show originality in tackling and solving problems.

3.    Have the qualities needed for employment in circumstances requiring sound judgement, personal responsibility and initiative 
in complex and unpredictable professional environments.

The range of assessment methods to be used will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate their competence in a 
variety of ways reflective of different learning styles and will ensure the focus upon a critical awareness of the literature and the 
application of knowledge into practice with regard to the current social and political frameworks.   

Formative assessment is integrated at the start to allow for a level of reflection. A focus upon the application of theory to policy 
and practice would be expected within such an award and students will be expected as part of the assessment process to 
consider the impact of such knowledge on both policy and practice, especially via the critical appraisal of case studies and the 
identification of best practice. Feedback on assessments, and the reflections gained through the portfolio, will enable students to 
critically assess their learning and develop where necessary.   

A range of appropriate and effective assessments will enable students to demonstrate their acquisition of knowledge and skills. 
The assessment methods used across the course include:
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• Written essay assignments – these may vary from concise reviews of current research, analysis of case studies to more in-
depth synthesis and evaluation of broader topics and demonstrate your ability to provide written evaluation and synthesis of 
current scholarship. 

• Oral presentations that demonstrate verbal and presentational skills in communicating complex and challenging tasks to 
others.

• The Dissertation allowing you to undertake a complex research project and communicate knowledge, findings and 
recommendations demonstrating your ability to implement and deliver a self directed, complex and solution focused 
professional task. 

The assessments will develop incrementally across the course and allow students to gain skills and acquire knowledge, receive 
feedback on their performance, thus allowing students to implement knowledge and feedback into subsequent assessments. 
There is a progression point, with an exam board, to confirm students can progress from PG Dip to dissertation stage. 

At the end of the course the assessments will demonstrate students’ ability to analyse, evaluate and syntheses current knowledge 
and communicate this knowledge in both written and presentational formats, and to demonstrate a range of high level transferable 
skills, attractive to prospective employers and as evidenced in the course learning outcomes.

Learning support 

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

Admissions Criteria
Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

None.

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

None.
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ASS011-6 Dissertation in Childhood, Youth and Family Studies 7 60 Core A1
2 A12 A12 A12

ASS016-6 Young People, Group Offending and Violent Crime 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS077-6 Dimensions of Childhood, Youth and Families 7 30 Core TA
12

TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS124-6 Contextual Safeguarding: Theoretical foundations and 
practical implications 7 15 Option TA1

2
TA1

2

ASS125-6 The Conceptual Framework: Theories shaping public 
policy for C and YPs services 7 15 Core TA

12
TA1

2
TA1

2

ASS126-6 Coaching and Mentoring Practice 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS127-6 Effective and Ethical Practice when Working with 
Children, Young People and Families 7 15 Core TA1

2
TA1

2

ASS129-6 Research Methods 1: Setting deep foundations 7 15 Core D1
2

TA1
2

ASS130-6 Research Methods 2: Design, data collection and ethics 7 15 Option D1
2

TA1
2

ASS131-6 Critical Considerations for Relationship & Sex Education 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS132-6 Social Enterprise 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ASS016-6 Young People, Group Offending and Violent Crime 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS077-6 Dimensions of Childhood, Youth and Families 7 30 Core TA
12

TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS124-6 Contextual Safeguarding: Theoretical foundations and 
practical implications 7 15 Option TA1

2
TA1

2
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ASS125-6 The Conceptual Framework: Theories shaping public 
policy for C and YPs services 7 15 Core TA

12
TA1

2
TA1

2
TA1

2

ASS126-6 Coaching and Mentoring Practice 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS127-6 Effective and Ethical Practice when Working with 
Children, Young People and Families 7 15 Core TA1

2
TA1

2

ASS129-6 Research Methods 1: Setting deep foundations 7 15 Core D1
2

TA1
2

ASS130-6 Research Methods 2: Design, data collection and ethics 7 15 Option D1
2

TA1
2

ASS131-6 Critical Considerations for Relationship & Sex Education 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2

ASS132-6 Social Enterprise 7 15 Option TA1
2

TA1
2
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MACYFAAF/MACYFAAP- Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

ASS077-6 7 SEM 
1 Core PR-ORAL 11 CW-ESS 13

ASS127-6 7 SEM 
1 Core CW-RW 12

ASS129-6 7 SEM 
1 Core WR-I 10

ASS016-6 7 SEM 
2 Option WR-I 13

ASS124-6 7 SEM 
2 Option WR-I 13

ASS125-6 7 SEM 
2 Core PR-ORAL 12

ASS126-6 7 SEM 
2 Option CW-ESS 12

ASS130-6 7 SEM 
2 Option WR-I 12

ASS131-6 7 SEM 
2 Option CW-ESS 13

ASS132-6 7 SEM 
2 Option WR-I 13

ASS011-6 7 SEM 
3/1 Core PR-ORAL 22 PJ-DIS 26
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MACYFAAF/MACYFAAP- PGDip Childhood, Youth and Family Studies

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

ASS077-6 7 SEM1 Core PR-OR 11 CW-ESS 13

ASS127-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-RW 12

ASS129-6 7 SEM1 Core WR-I 10

ASS016-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 13

ASS124-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 13

ASS125-6 7 SEM2 Core PR-OR 12

ASS126-6 7 SEM2 Option CW-ESS 12

ASS130-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 12

ASS131-6 7 SEM2 Option CW-ESS 13

ASS132-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 13

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

CW-RW Coursework - Reflective Writing

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

PR-OR Practical - Oral Presentation

WR-I Coursework - Individual Report

Administrative Information
Faculty Health and Social Sciences
School School of Applied Social Studies

Head of School/Department Alison Tresidder

Course Coordinator Tina Salter
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