
The application process Contact

Postgraduate Study
A quick guide

Entry requirements for postgraduate study vary from 
course to course but usually a good undergraduate 
degree is required (First or Upper Second Class 
Honours for UK, or equivalent for internationals).
Some course have additional entry requirements such 
as work experience or a specific first degree subject.

The following points will give you an idea of what to 
expect and help you get started: 

• Start applying as soon as possible. Applications 
open early on in the academic year so the sooner 
you submit, the more likely you are of getting 
onto your chosen course, leaving enough time to 
organise funding/accommodation etc. 

• If you are applying online, this can be done 
through the UK Postgraduate Application and 
Statistical Service (UKPASS): www.ucas.com/
postgraduate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Your written application should include details of 
any relevant experience (work and study), skills, 
academic abilities and why you have chosen the 
course. Explain how your undergraduate study 
has prepared you to study at a higher level. 

• You will need to provide supporting evidence with 
your application such as degree certificates, 
transcripts, personal statement and, for PhDs, a 
research proposal. References will be required.

You will find a wealth of information regarding the
application process on the TARGETpostgrad and 
Prospects websites mentioned on the previous pages.

For advice and feedback on your application:
www.beds.ac.uk/careers/advice

Luton Campus:
Careers and Employability Service
University of Bedfordshire
University Square
Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 3JU

Located on the ground floor of the Campus Centre
Tel: +44 (0)1582 489293

Bedford Campus:
Careers and Employability Service
University of Bedfordshire
Polhill Avenue
Bedford, MK41 9EA

Located by the SID Desk, 1st Floor, Gateway
Tel: +44 (0)1234 793072

Students can also contact us via:

Live Chat: 
www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/live-chat-page 

E-mail: 
careers@beds.ac.uk

SiD Online:
https://sso.beds.ac.uk/my.policy

For further information and opening times:

www.beds.ac.uk/careers

Notifications & events:

www.facebook.com/unibedscareers
www.beds.ac.uk/careers/whats-on
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If you have spent the last three or four years working 
towards an undergraduate degree, it is now time to 
decide the next step. You may already have a firm idea 
of what you want to do so will be in a position to start 
applying for jobs or further study. If you are unsure 
about your career plans, postgraduate study may be 
an option but you need to consider the benefits
carefully before reaching a decision. You also need to 
think about the demands of studying at a higher level 
and if you are able to commit. Points to consider:

Required for your chosen profession:

For some professions, a postgraduate qualification is 
part of the entry requirement. This includes teachers, 
lawyers, doctors and other health related roles.

Research and academic careers:

Again, postgraduate study is necessary to enter
academic and research careers, with a PhD being
preferred in some professions.

Career progression:

A postgraduate qualification will, in some cases, allow 
you to progress further up the career ladder. Though 
not always essential, it may give you the edge over 
other candidates when applying for higher level jobs.

Flexibility:

Many postgraduate courses are offered on a part-time 
basis, so can fit around work/family commitments.

Change of career:

Some postgraduate courses act as a conversion 
course qualifying you to enter a new sector such as
IT, law, medicine, psychology, and teaching.

Visit university postgraduate open days to find out 
more: www.prospects.ac.uk/events

Why postgraduate study? Choosing your course Funding your studies

Taught courses: 

Master of Arts (MA), Master of Science (MSc) 

• 1 to 2 years full-time or 3 to 4 years part-time.
• Usually in the form of a masters degree.
• Includes lectures, seminars, tutorials, project work, 

research, a thesis/dissertation and exams. Time 
allocated to each will vary from course to course.

• May have the option to leave out dissertation and 
achieve a Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip)

• Other masters offered i.e. LLM (Master of Laws). 

Masters programmes by research: 
 
(including MSc, MPhil, MRes) 

• 1 to 2 years full-time or 3 to 4 years part-time.
• Masters programme that requires you to do your 

own research under the supervision of an 
experienced academic.

• Similar in structure to a doctorate, only shorter
• Includes a thesis and usually an oral presentation. 

Research degrees: 

Doctorates (PhDs)

• 3 to 4  years full-time or 5 to 6 years part-time.
• Can be started immediately after your first degree 

or masters. Involves research into a chosen topic, 
supervised by an experienced academic.

• You will be required to complete a thesis of around 
100,000 words and usually an oral presentation.

• The work can be academically demanding. 

For additional information (including MBAs):

• www.beds.ac.uk/careers/furtherstudy 

• www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-study 

• https://targetpostgrad.com/

Postgraduate study is expensive so many students will   
need support with their funding which can come in the 
form of bursaries, scholarships or grants. 

Taught courses (Masters): 
 
Many masters degrees are self-funded but for some 
courses, you may be eligible for funding in the form of 
bursaries or scholarships.

Bursaries and scholarships do not generally cover living 
costs.

Charities and trusts are another option through which 
you may be eligible to apply for money towards fees, 
books, travel and/or living costs.

Masters programmes by research: 

Many are also self-funded but for some, funding may be 
available through mediums supporting the research 
such as charities, universities and research councils.

Research degrees (PhDs): 

Funding for doctoral research is provided by research 
councils, universities, charities and industry. Students 
can also support themselves by undertaking teaching 
(undergraduate students) alongside their studies.

Other funding: 

Many postgraduate students fund their studies through 
part-time (or full-time) work. 

Additional information can be found online:

• www.gov.uk/funding-for-postgraduate-study 

• www.postgraduatefunding.com/ 

• www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-study 


