
 

 

  

IASR procedures for return to in-person data collection 

under COVID-191, July 2021 

The safety of research staff, post-graduate (PGR) students, research participants, 

partners is of the paramount importance. Before starting or restarting in-person data 

collection, a University of Bedfordshire (UoB) generic risk assessment must be 

undertaken and approved before any in-person fieldwork can take place.  

 

Where relevant, it is expected that risk assessments comply with Government 

guidance on social distancing, restart of work, and travel (in the UK and where the 

fieldwork takes place, if overseas). In England from 19 July 2021, England will move 

to Step 4 of the roadmap. Everyone should be cautious whilst managing the 

risks as cases of COVID-19 remain high. Researchers should also follow any 

access protocols set by the organisation hosting the research. Please note: 

 

• The risk assessment is the responsibility of the researcher or PGR student 

• Research Centre Directors are responsible for approving the risk assessment 

of any in-person fieldwork led by a researcher or PGR student. 

 

If planning to restart in-person fieldwork that has existing approval from the IASR 

ethics panel, no further ethical approval is required. Please submit your approved 

risk assessment, stating clearly your IASR ethics application reference number. If 

making a new application, please submit risk assessment alongside the application. 

 

Please submit your approved risk assessment stating any existing IASR ethics 

application reference number to the IASR Ethics Panel by emailing: 

Hemlata.Naranbhai@beds.ac.uk. 

 

 

1 This guidance has been adapted from University College London (UCL) Framework for starting or 

resuming fieldwork at non-UCL settings 

 

https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/237759/uob-blank-risk-assessment-hsf-01-a.doc
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/237759/uob-blank-risk-assessment-hsf-01-a.doc
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
mailto:Hemlata.Naranbhai@beds.ac.uk
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/integrity/framework-starting-or-resuming-fieldwork-non-ucl-settings
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/integrity/framework-starting-or-resuming-fieldwork-non-ucl-settings
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Risk Assessment 

Risk assessment forms and guidance can be found via UoB Health and Safety. 

UoB’s generic risk assessment can be accessed via the following link: 

• Risk Assessment form HSF - 01(a) -  DOC 286.0 KB 

 

To support completion of the risk assessment, please see: 

• Appendix 1 for additional guidance for UoB research staff and PGR students 

• Appendix 2 provides an example of a completed IASR risk assessment 

 

Should you require any further support and guidance to complete the risk 

assessment, please contact Pamela Du-Bisette, Health & Safety Advisor at 

undefined pamela.du-bisette@beds.ac.uk, ext. 2356 

 

Research Centre Directors are responsible for approving the risk assessment 

of any in-person fieldwork led by a researcher or PGR student. 

 

For further guidance, please see UK Research Integrity Office (UKRIO) 

Recommended Checklist for Research Communities During the COVID-19 

Pandemic for both existing and new research and University College London (UCL) 

Framework for starting or resuming fieldwork at non-UCL settings 

 

https://in.beds.ac.uk/healthandsafety/documents/
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/237759/uob-blank-risk-assessment-hsf-01-a.doc
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/237759/uob-blank-risk-assessment-hsf-01-a.doc
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/237759/uob-blank-risk-assessment-hsf-01-a.doc
https://ukrio.org/wp-content/uploads/UKRIO-Recommended-Checklist-for-Research-Communities-During-the-COVID-19-Pandemic.pdf
https://ukrio.org/wp-content/uploads/UKRIO-Recommended-Checklist-for-Research-Communities-During-the-COVID-19-Pandemic.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/integrity/framework-starting-or-resuming-fieldwork-non-ucl-settings
https://in.beds.ac.uk/media/237759/uob-blank-risk-assessment-hsf-01-a.doc
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Appendix 1: risks and risk mitigation for in-person data collection under COVID-19 

Starting or resuming in-person data collection 

Research staff and PGR students who conduct in-person data collection must follow UoB generic risk assessment for researchers and PGR 

students (https://breo.beds.ac.uk/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_4976586_1&course_id=_28309_1) 

(1) If you or a member of your team are classed as vulnerable or extremely vulnerable (at increased risk of severe illness) in relation to 

COVID-19 – please follow appropriate guidance and discuss with your supervisor(s) and/or line manager. 

(2) Keep in mind the symptoms of COVID-19 and adhere to government guidelines on self-isolation as appropriate. Do not attend work or 

undertake research if you think you may be unwell or if someone in your household is unwell. Symptoms include a new, continuous 

cough, high temperature and/or loss of taste or smell. Any person with these symptoms must not engage in in-person data collection 

and must self-quarantine for 14 days. 

(1) Strictly follow government guidelines on social distancing, hand washing and respiratory hygiene. 

(2) Reduce the number of people carrying out in-person data collection. 

(3) If a data collector comes in contact with anyone with confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19, please inform your team leader or 

supervisor, and self-quarantine for a minimum of 14 days 

In addition, researchers should consider risks associated with the use of off-campus settings and shared areas/equipment, as outlined below. 

Off-campus sites and shared areas 

Staff and PGR students who conduct in-person data collection at this time must follow the risk control measures as outlined in this 

assessment. 

https://breo.beds.ac.uk/webapps/blackboard/content/listContentEditable.jsp?content_id=_4976586_1&course_id=_28309_1
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General 

• Each fieldwork site will generate its own risk profile and should be considered as an individual case; risk assessments should not be 

copied across instances. Thorough preparation ahead is required.  

• In all cases, wherever possible, maintain a 2-metre distance between people. If it is impossible to remain 2 metres apart in 

circulation spaces, face away from other people whilst passing them. 

• The current Government (national and local) and Regulatory Bodies’ guidance/ recommendations for working must be followed. Visit 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus for up-to-date national guidance, https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?priority-

taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae for up-to-date guidance for England.  

• If research takes place in a setting or settings (such as a school) then you should also follow guidance/recommendations that have 

been implemented in that setting. 

• If relevant, consideration needs to be given on how equipment and PPE will be cleaned or disposed of safely. Check with your 

Research Institute/School/Department on how to obtain these supplies. 

• Increase ventilation by opening windows where possible 

• If relevant, the control measures and new ways of working must be communicated to all project staff before data collection begins. 

Check with your Research Institute/School/Department for further guidance. 

 

PPE & Hygiene 

• Researchers, PGR students and participants should be using appropriate PPE for the setting, including hand sanitisers and gloves 

(and possibly face coverings/masks) as indicated by government guidance. PPE must not be shared. For the correct use of PPE 

check with Research Institute/School/Department and the fieldwork site. 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home?priority-taxon=774cee22-d896-44c1-a611-e3109cce8eae
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• Having strong measures in place to promote good hygiene is paramount. It is widely accepted that all research staff and PGR 

students should wash their hands with soap and water for 20 seconds or more and more frequently than normal. As many public 

toilets may be closed, consideration needs to be given to this aspect. Hand sanitiser should be used where hand washing is not 

convenient. 

• Allow frequent breaks to attend to hygiene requirements.  

• Areas or process steps where people directly pass items to each other must be identified and risks of transmission mitigated. 

Prevent direct contact between people, using a 'put-down-pick-up' process for example. 

• Wash your hands before and after using shared tools, objects, materials, equipment and other items. If a hand wash sink is not 

available, use hand sanitiser. 

 

 

  



 

 

Adapted from UCL IOE Research Ethics – Restarting Fieldwork Risk Assessment v2.1. Updated January 2021   6 

 


	IASR procedures for return to in-person data collection
	under COVID-19 , July 2021
	Risk Assessment

	Appendix 1: risks and risk mitigation for in-person data collection under COVID-19
	Starting or resuming in-person data collection
	Off-campus sites and shared areas
	General
	PPE & Hygiene



