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Webinar Series:

Social Work With Adults 
During the Coronavirus Crisis
We are living and working through 
unprecedented times. The Coronavirus crisis is exert-
ing huge pressures on individuals, their families, 
communities and the services that seek to support 
them. Throughout this period, Making Research 
Count has been providing a rolling programme of 
interactive webinars that address key areas of social 
work and social care practice. They are 
designed to:

• Identify key practice challenges arising in this 
period;

• Signpost and disseminate policy and professional 
guidance in specific areas of practice;

• Explore the implications of the 
Coronavirus Act 2020 and Coronavirus (CO-
VID-19): guidance for local authorities;

• Review BASW’s and other professional practice 
guidance;

• Identify relevant research and apply its findings 
to the current practice context; 

• Identify good practice and strategies for working 
with undoubted challenges;

• Provide a forum for debate and 
discussion.

Practice Development Events
For those working in, and with, adults and older people’s services

Making Research Count (MRC) is a well established national social care research dissemination 
project. To this end a network of Universities across England work closely with local agency partners 
to develop the use of research in terms of service design, commissioning and day to day practice.

Since the onset of the Covid 19 crisis we have moved our programme online and, in the summer term, 
3000 practitioners attended a series of conferences, webinars and other forums across adults and 
children’s services. This reflected the appetite among practitioners for opportunities to continue their 
professional development and debate, discuss and learn in the challenging environment within which 
we are living and working. 

This autumn we will continue to deliver an online programme of events that can be accessed via a 
subscription to Making Research Count. Alternatively, individual places can be purchased at £60 
(+VAT) each.

Events in this series:
Reflective Practice 
and Critical Thinking
Professional and Organisational 
Resilience in Adult Social Care
Responding to Concerns 
About Domestic Abuse
Effective Supervision 
in a Period of Crisis 
and Remote Working

See next page for details

To book your place for webinars in this series, Social Work With Adults During the Coronavirus Crisis, please contact: 
janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%20Series%3A%20SW%20with%20Adults%20During%20the%20Coronavirus%20Crisis


Reflective Practice and Critical Thinking
In social work with adults the importance of the capacity 
for practitioners to exercise critical analysis and reflection 
is widely recognised. It impacts on abilities to manage 
complex casework and therefore improve the quality of 
their assessments and decision making. If this is true 
generally in our field of practice, it is particularly so in 
this current period. Department of Health and Social 
Care (DHSC) guidance recognises that social workers 
are working in circumstances where established practice 
and processes have to be adapted, especially when face 
to face contact with service users is limited. This webinar 
draws on the theoretical and research based knowledge 
and tools associated with critical reflection and attempts 
to apply these ideas to the current context of practice. In 
particular, practitioners will be able to reflect on:

• The ongoing implications of the pandemic for social 
work practice and the delivery of care and support to 
adults and their carers;

• Recognise the role that reflective and critical 
thinking plays in producing high quality assessments 
and purposeful support and safeguarding plans;

• Understand the systemic processes that promote or 
impede reflection in practice;

• Explore a range of conceptual models that underpin 
reflective practice;

• Discuss the relationship between critical reflection, 
emotional intelligence and relationship building;

• Consider the links between reflective analytical 
thinking and anti-oppressive practice;

• Share helpful research-based resources for practice.
Monday 12 October, 2-3pm 
January 2021 (date/time TBC)

To book your place for webinars in 

this series, Social Work With Adults 

During the Coronavirus Crisis, 

please contact: 
janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk
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Effective Supervision 
in a Period of Crisis and Remote Working
In adult social care supervision always plays a key role 
in supporting staff, promoting high practice standards 
and ensuring people receive the services they need. The 
COVID-19 context creates particular challenges for 
supervision. This webinar will cover:

• The roles of contemporary supervision;
• How effective supervision can be provided remotely;
• How supervision can be organised to meet the needs of 

both the supervisee and the agency;
• Strategies for ensuring supervision can still retain its 

critically reflective component and can act as a “safe” 
supportive environment for practitioners;

• The messages from research in terms of what is 
effective within the supervisory process and how these 
can be applied in the current crisis.

Friday 20 November 2020, 2-3pm - Fully Booked 
January 2021 (date/time TBC)

Professional and Organisational 
Resilience in Adult Social Care
The current crisis is placing significant and, in many 
respects, unprecedented pressures on practitioners, their 
teams and agencies who are attempting to support people. 
This webinar explores the challenges that can arise and 
how ideas around professional resilience can be helpful in 
supporting the well-being of the workforce. The webinar 
will cover:

• The range of challenges facing practitioners in this 
period including potential isolation, risk management 
and negotiating personal and professional boundaries 
when working at home;

• Concepts of professional resilience and staff well-being 
and how they apply to current circumstances;

• The relationship between stress, anxiety and resilience, 
and ethical and effective practice in adult social care;

• The role and responsibilities of agencies in building 
organisational and team level resilience;

• Steps and self-care strategies that individuals can take 
to promote their own resilience and well-being.

Friday 16 October 2020, 2-3pm 
January 2021 (date/time TBC)

Responding to Concerns 
About Domestic Abuse
There is already emerging evidence, internationally and 
domestically, that the Coronavirus crisis is leading to an 
increase in domestic abuse. In this webinar we will cover:

• The implications for supporting women and other 
victims of domestic abuse; 

• Recognising and addressing concerns about the 
welfare of children in such a context; 

• Engaging and working with perpetrators in the current 
context; 

• The importance and reality of multi-agency work in 
such circumstances; 

• Messages from research and practice informed 
knowledge about domestic abuse, and how these can 
be applied to current practice.

Friday 25 September 2020, 3-4pm 
January 2021 (date/time TBC)

mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%20Series%3A%20SW%20with%20Adults%20During%20the%20Coronavirus%20Crisis


Re-Thinking Trans Healthcare 
in the 21st Century
Adam Shepherd, King’s College London
This webinar will be led by Adam Shepherd, who 
completed his Master of Public Health at King’s College 
London and is currently pursuing his medicine degree. 
Adam’s research focuses on trans people’s experiences in 
healthcare and the discursive construction of gender. 

This webinar will provide an insight into the history of 
transgender people in medicine as well as reflecting on 
topical issues faced by the trans population, such as 
inappropriate curiosity and the need for structural 
competency among healthcare workers.

Combining his experiences as a trans man, researcher, 
and medical student, Adam will explore how healthcare 
professionals can adapt their practices to better meet the 
health needs of trans people. After the presentation there 
will be an opportunity for questions and discussion.

Wednesday 11 November 2020, 3.30 - 4.45pm
To book, please contact: janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk
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Home Care Research Forum
This series is convened by Dr Laura Cole, Senior Research 
Associate in the NIHR Health and Social Care Workforce 
Research Unit at King’s College London. The series brings 
together researchers in home care with practitioners to 
discuss the latest findings in the field.

The next meeting of the Forum will be held online:
Wednesday 25 November 2020, 2-3.30pm

Live-In Care
Tushna Vandrevala, Kingston University

Hospice at Home Service
Alex Thomas, Saint Michael’s Hospice

The Forum is open to all and meets four times a year. If 
you would like to attend the forum please book a place 
by emailing Laura Cole: laura.cole@kcl.ac.uk. Places are 
limited, so please book early.

Margaret Butterworth Care Home Forum
Discussing Dementia Care
The Margaret Butterworth Care Home Forum is a forum for 
discussion and learning focused on dementia care in 
communal settings such as nursing homes, care homes 
and extra care housing.
The Forum, which is named after a passionate and 
innovative dementia campaigner, provides an opportunity 
for staff, carers and others with an interest in this area to 
gather and discuss means of improving the quality of care 
and life for people with dementia living in care homes.

Next meeting (online):

Wednesday, 18 November 2020, 2-4.30pm

Dr Sarah Wadd,
Principal Research Fellow and Director of the Substance 
Misuse and Ageing Research Team (SMART), 
University of Bedfordshire
Keeping the Spirits Up? 
Promoting good Practice 
in Relation to Alcohol Use in Care Homes

Grace Meadows,
Programme Director, Music for Dementia 
Musical Care: Making Music A Part of Your Care

To join the Forum, and/or to book your place, please 
contact: kritika.1.samsi@kcl.ac.uk.

mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2011%20November%202020%3A%20Re-thinking%20Trans%20Healthcare
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
mailto:laura.cole%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=Home%20Care%20Research%20Forum
mailto:kritika.1.samsi%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=Margaret%20Butterworth%20Care%20Home%20Forum
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Webinar series:
The following webinars will be delivered by Professor Jill 
Manthorpe, HSCWRU, King’s College London:

Dementia and People Who Have 
Experiences of Homelessness
Friday 23 October 2020, 4-5pm

Learning from Safeguarding Adult Reviews
Tuesday 27 October 4-5pm

Evaluating the Care Act 2014: 
What Have We Learned?
Thursday 29 October 2020, 4-5pm

Dementia and People Who Have 
Experiences of Homelessness
In this webinar we report on practice with people with are 
homeless and appear to have dementia. The 
webinar draws on recently completed research in England 
to discuss:

• Risks of dementia among people with experiences of 
homelessness;

• Working with housing and homelessness colleagues;
• Considering Care Act relevance and resources.

Friday 23 October 2020, 4-5pm

To book, please contact: janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk

Learning from 
Safeguarding Adult Reviews
Each local authority has the power to undertake a 
Safeguarding Adult Review, and most have commissioned 
at least one. In this webinar we discuss:

• Recent SARs and new pointers for practice;
• Ways of reading SARs that may be helpful in 

continuing professional development;
• Looking at the detail of recommendations and their 

feasibility.
Tuesday 27 October 4-5pm

To book, please contact: janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk

Evaluating the Care Act 2014: 
What Have We Learned?
We are now beginning to learn of the mid-term impact of 
the Care Act. In this webinar, we present and discuss the 
evaluations commissioned to assess its early impact and 
implementation. We will discuss:

• The findings from the five main evaluations;
• What we can apply to adult social care practice;
• How to distinguish between ambitions and 

implementation context.
Thursday 29 October 2020, 4-5pm

To book, please contact: janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2023%20October%202020%3A%20Dementia%20and%20Homelessness
mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2027%20October%202020%3A%20Learning%20From%20SARs
mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2029%20October%202020%3A%20Evaluating%20the%20Care%20Act
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Day Centre Research Forum
The Day Centre Research Forum (DCRF) is a forum for 
discussion and learning focused on day centre 
settings for different groups of adults who would like 
to continue to live in the community. Their primary 
focus is on day centres for older people, and others 
with care and support needs, including those arising 
from dementia, complex disabilities or long-term 
conditions, end of life support needs, and 
homelessness.
If you would like to be on the Forum mailing list to be 
kept up to date with details of forthcoming meetings, 
please contact Katharine Orellana: 
katharine.orellana@kcl.ac.uk.

A Journal Based CPD Group

Responding to the Challenges 
of Uncertain Times: 
Adult Social Care 
in the Context of Coronavirus
For the past three years, Making Research Count has 
run a group for those who practice, manage and 
commission in adult social care. The group has 
explored new innovations in the adult social care 
field and, in particular, has looked the application 
and embedding of strengths based approaches.

The group will continue online for the forseeable 
future. It will now focus on responses to the Covid 19 
context and the broader implications this has for the 
social care sector.

The group is facilitated by Professor Jill Manthorpe, 
NIHR Health and Social Care Workforce Research 
Unit, King’s College London. Each month, it looks 
at two current research and policy based papers or 
reports with a view to exploring their implications 
for practice. The papers are circulated a week before 
each meeting, and the expectation is that 
participants will have read them before attending.

The dates and times for the next sessions are:
Friday 30 October 2020, 11am
Friday 27 November 2020, 11am

To join this journal-based CPD Group, please contact: 
janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk.

Strengths-Based Approaches 
to Social Care
In recent years there has been an increased interest 
in the implementing a strengths-based approach in 
adult social care. Partly driven by the imperatives 
of the Care Act, and partly by the wider 
aspirations of delivering a more personalised adult 
social care service, a wide range of different 
approaches and methods have been applied.
This webinar will explore:

• The policy context of strengths-based 
approaches, including the current context of a 
post Covid 19 world;

• The range of theoretical approaches that are 
utilised under the strengths-based approaches;

• The implications these have for day to day 
practice across the range of different roles and 
services within adult social care;

• Messages from research regarding the 
evaluations of embedding strength based 
approaches.

Friday 13 November 2020, 2-3pm - Fully Booked
January 2021 (date/time TBC)
To book, please contact: janet.noble@kcl.ac.uk

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
mailto:katharine.orellana%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=Day%20Centre%20Research%20Forum
mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Journal-Based%20Adult%20Social%20Care%20CPD%20Group
mailto:janet.noble%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2013%20November%202020%3A%20Strengths-Based%20Approaches%20to%20Social%20Care
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Webinar Series:

Forced Migration
This series of webinars is organised by Making 
Research Count in collaboration with the Forced 
Migration Research Cluster (FMRC) at the 
University of Bedfordshire.
The FMRC is an interdisciplinary and inter-faculty 
grouping that seeks to conduct research into 
human displacement and forced migration in all 
its forms. This includes refugees, asylum seekers, 
people who have experienced human 
trafficking and unaccompanied minors as well as 
more conceptual work around sanctuary, refuge, 
hope, aspirations, memory and forgetting. The 
Research Cluster is committed to excellence in 
research and the development and promotion of 
applied social research resulting in positive 
impacts for the lives of people. It will maintain an 
international focus, working in partnership with 
universities, international organisations, policy-
makers and government agencies. 
This first series highlights the work of FMRC 
members, and is being held online between 
December 2020 and March 2021. It will explore 
social work with people impacted by the UK’s 
immigration regime, self-authored narratives 
within participatory arts practice, human 
trafficking and other topics related to the lives of 
those forced to migrate.
Black Lives Matter (BLM) has opened a door to 
questioning the inherent and systemic racism in 
immigration and asylum systems, and narratives 
during the global pandemic about what the future 
might look like for people on the move. In this and 
subsequent series we will consider how 
narratives might now change following the 
movement around BLM.

Social Work with Refugees, 
Asylum Seekers and Migrants: 
Theories and Skills for Practice
Dr Lauren Wroe, University of Bedfordshire 
(and speakers)
In this webinar, experts in the field of migration and 
borders will share their knowledge and learning about 
social work with people impacted by the UK’s immigration 
regime.
All speakers have a commitment to social justice 
perspectives, and include:

• activists;
• people who have, or are currently, navigating both the 

immigration and social care system;
• professionals working in social care and law;
• social care academics.

The webinar marks an opportunity to relaunch the 
speakers’ book, Social Work with Refugees, Asylum 
Seekers and Migrants: Theories and Skills for Practice, 
published in September 2019. This reference book for social 
workers and service providers offers constructive ideas for 
practice within an inter-disciplinary framework.

Friday 18 December 2020, 2-4pm

Events in this series:
Social Work with Unaccompanied 
Asylum Seeking Young People
Friday 20 November 2020, 1.00 - 2.30pm

Social Work with Refugees, 
Asylum Seekers and Migrants: 
Theories and Skills for Practice
Friday 18 December 2020, 2-4pm

Creative Practice, (Self)Representation 
and Search for New Narratives
Friday 29 January 2021, 2-4pm

Rethinking Stability and Upheaval: 
How Women Entrepreneurs are Reclaiming 
Hope in a Palestinian Refugee Camp
Friday 26 February 2021, 2-4pm

Developing a ‘Living’ Ethical Protocol 
for Research into Human Trafficking 
from Viet Nam, Albania and Nigeria to the UK
Friday 5 March 2021, 2-4pm

Social Work with Unaccompanied 
Asylum Seeking Young People
Prof Ravi KS Kohli, University of Bedfordshire
Ravi KS Kohli is Professor of Child Welfare at the University 
of Bedfordshire. His research focusses on the lives of 
asylum seeking and trafficked young people in Europe. 
In this webinar, Ravi will discuss research that reveals why 
social workers are important to unaccompanied asylum 
seeking young people, and how they might help them to 
feel safe, connected with others, and successful in their 
lives.
Ravi will also introduce a new Digital Notebook for good 
practice with unaccompanied minors, developed with 
European partners.
Friday 20 November 2020, 1-2.30pm

To book your places for webinars in the Forced Migration series, please contact: mrc@beds.ac.uk.

https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/about/research/fmrc/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/about/research/fmrc/
https://www.jkp.com/uk/social-work-with-refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants.html
https://www.jkp.com/uk/social-work-with-refugees-asylum-seekers-and-migrants.html
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%20Series%3A%20Forced%20Migration
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Creative Practice, (Self) Representation 
and Search for New Narratives
Dr Catrin Evans, University of Bedfordshire
Explored from the perspective of being an arts-based 
researcher, this session will focus on the growing 
interest in engaging cross-disciplinary arts-based 
methods in research connected to forced displacement. Dr 
Evans will reflect on recent learning as a practice-based 
doctoral researcher. She will make a case for the way in 
which arts practice can engage reflexively with the messier 
aspects of human relationships and behaviour, whilst 
simultaneously pushing against the notion of research 
participants as objects of study. She will explore how the 
search for self-authored narratives within participatory 
arts practice intersects with observations about the ethics 
of (self)representation, before reflecting upon future hopes 
for the place of art within Drawing Together, the project 
she is now working on with Professor Ravi Kohli within 
the University of Bedfordshire’s Institute of Applied Social 
Research.
Friday 29 January 2021, 2-4pm

Developing a ‘Living’ Ethical Protocol 
for Research into Human Trafficking 
from Viet Nam, Albania and Nigeria to 
the UK
Dr Patricia Hynes, University of Bedfordshire
This webinar explores the development of a ‘living’ Ethical 
Protocol, developed over two years between 2017 and 
2019, for a project looking at human trafficking from Viet 
Nam, Albania and Nigeria to the UK, in partnership with 
the International Organization for Migration (IOM). This 
Protocol sought to develop a ‘culture of ethics’ across a 
research team spanning the four countries.
Drawing on established ethical frameworks, guidance and 
literature, this talk begins by looking at research ethical 
issues around risks and benefits of participation, 
minimising ‘harm’ and other standard research practice. 
Thereafter it identifies further ethical issues that emerged 
out of the two year study into human trafficking, 
including building trust in a context of mistrust, 
considerations around social stigma and discrimination, 
handling negative terminology entrenched in 
discussions around human trafficking and the overall 
framing of human trafficking or ‘modern slavery’. 
Mechanisms for discussion and resolution of ongoing 
ethical issues during a research study are detailed.
Friday 5 March 2021, 2-4pm

Rethinking Stability and Upheaval: 
How Women Entrepreneurs 
are Reclaiming Hope 
in a Palestinian Refugee Camp
Dr Christina Schwabenland, 
University of Bedfordshire
The words ‘refugee’ and ‘camp’ generally carry connota-
tions of transience and. impermanence. However, for 
Palestinian ‘refugees’ living in camps in Lebanon, these 
concepts take on different meanings. The camps were 
established over 70 years ago, and while the movement of 
refugees from Syria has increased the numbers of people 
living in the camps, the majority are of the second or third 
generation of refugees. They are stateless and nationless 
- living in what Hanafi et al (2012) describe as ‘enclaves 
of exception’.  Yet neither the political resolutions of return 
or assimilation are available to them and their demands, 
or even their continuing existence rarely figure in media 
coverage or policy discussions. In such circumstances sus-
taining hope is profoundly challenging. My presentation 
will discuss several examples of initiative by Palestinian 
women to reclaim agency and create and nurture hope
Friday 26 February 2021, 2-4pm

Webinar Series:

Forced Migration
(cont.)

To book your places for webinars in the Forced Migration series, please contact: mrc@beds.ac.uk.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
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Risk and Relationship 
in Mental Health Practice
Dr Kelly Alexander, 
University of Bedfordshire
Dr Kelly Alexander is a Senior Lecturer in Social Work at 
the University of Bedfordshire. A practice background in 
forensic mental health social work and experience as an 
Approved Mental Health Professional has informed her 
research focus on the experience of practitioners in mental 
health practice. In this webinar, Kelly will present the 
findings of her doctoral research study entitled ‘Risk and 
Relationship in Mental Health Practice: A Grounded Theory 
of Situational Connection’.
Current research relating to risk assessment and 
management in mental health practice considers ways in 
which risk is understood and assessed, focusing 
primarily on definition, application and technical 
processes. Less is known about the emotional effect of the 
risk-related aspects of the mental health practitioners’ role.
This study asked, ‘How do mental health 
practitioners working in adult community mental health 
settings respond emotionally to the assessment and 
management of risk in practice?’ Participants were 
members of multi-disciplinary community mental health 
teams. This webinar offers insight into their experience in 
the context of the changing nature of mental health 
practice. The webinar will consider the research findings 
that propose a model of situational connection and 
evaluate its usefulness for practice.
April 2021 (date/time TBC)
Details will be circulated/added to our website shortly

Safeguarding Adult Reviews: 
Findings from a National Analysis
Prof Michael Preston-Shoot, 
University of Bedfordshire
Michael Preston-Shoot is Professor Emeritus of Social Work 
at the University of Bedfordshire. In this webinar he will 
present the findings of the first national analysis of 
Safeguarding Adult Reviews (SARs), those completed 
between April 2017 and March 2019. A total of 231 SARs 
have been included in this national analysis. Quantitative 
and qualitative data will be presented with an emphasis 
on themes and recommendations for sector-led 
improvement.
A systemic approach was taken to analysing the 
learning available through the reviews, beginning with 
direct practice with the individual and then moving 
outwards through organisational practice, inter-agency 
working, the governance of adult safeguarding and the 
legal, policy and financial systems within which adult 
safeguarding sits.
As well as learning about adult safeguarding practice, 
the webinar will identify messages for SABs and review 
authors concerning effective practice relating to the 
commissioning and completion of SARs.
Friday 4 December 2020, 11am - 12.30pm
To book your place, contact: mrc@beds.ac.uk.

Self-Neglect, and Homelessness: 
The Challenges for Adult Safeguarding
Prof Michael Preston-Shoot, 
University of Bedfordshire
Michael Preston-Shoot is Professor Emeritus of Social Work 
at the University of Bedfordshire. In this webinar he will 
draw on his ongoing research into self-neglect and 
hoarding, and more recent research on adult safeguarding 
and multiple exclusion homelessness. Combining 
presentation and group discussion, he will:

• Provide a brief overview of the research findings on the 
definitions and causes of self-neglect and/or multiple 
exclusion homelessness, and on the effectiveness of 
intervention strategies;

• Engage practitioners and managers in debate about 
the challenges of self-neglect and multiple exclusion 
homelessness encountered in practice, the approaches 
taken and the outcomes achieved;

• Present the findings of safeguarding adult reviews;
• Discuss approaches to workforce and workplace 

development that support interagency work to 
safeguard adults at risk and help practitioners and 
managers navigate the risks and challenges of 
working with adults who self-neglect and/or who 
experience multiple exclusion homelessness.

Michael will provide a forum for considering how research 
findings might impact on approaches to assessment, 
decision-making and intervention.
Friday 12 March 2021, 11am - 12.30pm
To book your place, contact: mrc@beds.ac.uk.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%204%20December%202020%3A%20SARs%20Findings%20from%20a%20National%20Analysis
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2012%20March%202021%3A%20Self-Neglect%20and%20Homelessness
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Making Good Decisions: 
Law for Adult Social Work Practice
Prof Michael Preston-Shoot, 
University of Bedfordshire
What does the law require of social workers when 
deciding how to intervene to protect adults at risk? 
Which social work standards should guide decisions 
about whether, when and how to invoke statutory 
powers and duties in practice?
In this webinar, Michael Preston-Shoot, Professor 
Emeritus of Social Work at the University of 
Bedfordshire, will discuss the legal rules and principles 
that should guide everyday social work practice. He will 
set out the key elements of administrative law, 
equality and human rights legislation that shape how 
social workers practise and illustrate how knowledge 
and use of legal principles can support core social work 
goals, including empowerment, equality and social 
justice.
This webinar will help social workers to feel more 
confident in making and challenging decisions, seem 
more credible when presenting assessments and plans, 
and be more creative when working with service users 
and carers.
Friday 14 May 2021, 11am - 12.30pm
To book your place, contact: mrc@beds.ac.uk.

Conference
Older People’s Health & Social Care:
Research Findings 
Informing Practice & Policy
March 2021 (date TBC)
This will be the thirteenth Older People’s Health and Social 
Care conference organised by the NIHR Health and Social 
Care Workforce Research Unit at King’s College London, in 
collaboration with Age UK London (formerly Age Concern 
London).
Details of this event will be available shortly, at: 
www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/events/joint/index

Learning Disability Services Series
Making Research Count organises a series of CPD certified 
seminar workshops to explore different aspects of working 
with people with learning disabilities.
The workshops feature speakers involved in current 
research in this area. They provide insights into research 
messages, with a practice focus, and time for discussion 
and debate.
The series is chaired by Dr Martin Stevens, Senior Research 
Fellow at the NIHR Health & Social Care Workforce 
Research Unit, King’s College London.
If you would like to be placed on mailing list to be kept up 
to date with details of forthcoming meetings, please 
contact Dr Martin Stevens: martin.stevens@kcl.ac.uk.

Other events are ‘in the pipeline’. Details will be 
circulated to our mailing list, and added to our 
website, as they are confirmed.
If you would like to receive up to date 
information about our forthcoming events, 
please contact: 
mrc@beds.ac.uk

‘Together Apart’: 
Navigating the Virtual Territory 
of Social Work Supervision 
Jo Williams
Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust, 
and University of Bedfordshire
Jo Williams is the Delivery Lead for the Practice Supervisor 
Development Programme and works at the Tavistock and 
Portman NHS Foundations Trust as a Senior Lecturer. She 
is University of Bedfordshire Alumni and a visiting lecturer. 
Social work supervision is her primary research interest, 
with a focus on the emotional and psycho-social 
landscape of supervision.

In this virtual seminar, we will consider the current 
national policy and practice context of social work 
supervision in England and how this is reflects in recent 
research findings. We will consider a range of research 
informed theoretical discourses relating to supervision 
from both supervisor and supervisee perspectives. 
Participants will then be invited to engage in an iterative 
exercise using psycho-social and reflective methods to 
explore their responses to a number of questions within the 
context of virtual supervision spaces.

Monday 10 May 2021, 1.30 - 3pm
To book, please contact: mrc@beds.ac.uk
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