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Practice Development Webinar
Wednesday 20 October 2021 
11.00am - 12.30pm

Forced Marriage: 
Enhancing Protection 
and Prevention Responses
Prof Sundari Anitha, 
University of Lincoln, and
Prof Aisha K Gill, CBE, 
University of Roehampton
Both speakers at this 
event have been involved 
in addressing the problem 
of violence against 
women and children, 
including domestic 
violence, ‘honour’ crimes, 
femicide, forced marriage 
and transnational 
marriage abandonment 
at the grassroots level for 
over two decades.
In this webinar, Profs Sundari and Gill will present 
the findings of their recent research on prevention and 
protection responses to forced marriage, including 
Forced Marriage Protection Orders, and on the 
implications for practitioners seeking to support 
victims/ survivors.
For further information, click here
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Webinars:

Protecting Children 
at a Distance
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has considerably 
disrupted the lives of children, young people and 
their families. The response to the pandemic and the 
imposed social distancing and lockdown measures 
have presented a myriad of urgent and considerable 
challenges for child safeguarding and protection 
practitioners, as well as the agencies that work 
independently and jointly to ensure child protection in 
England.
Successful and effective child protection practice is 
underpinned by engaging in ‘child-focused’ work (eg 
working directly with children and seeing children ‘face-
to-face’) and inter-agency collaboration (eg continuous 
information sharing on intra- and inter-agency levels 
to further identify various risks of maltreatment and 
inform system-wide and joint responses). The social 
distancing and lockdown measures enacted throughout 
the pandemic have substantially impacted the integrity 
of these key elements of practice and the operation of 
safeguarding arrangements and the protection system 
at all levels and in all relevant disciplines.
In these webinars, the speakers will present some of 
the findings from Protecting Children at a Distance, 
a multi-agency research project investigating child 
safeguarding and protection responses during the 
Covid-19 lockdown and social distancing measures.
For more information about the research project, please 
click here.

Thursday 16 September 2021 
11:00am - 12.30pm

Multi-Agency Working 
and Service Provision
Dr Jenny Driscoll and Dr Ann Lorek, 
King’s College London

Thursday 7 October 2021 
11:00am - 12.30pm

Professional Practice 
and Communication
Dr Aisha Hutchinson, 
King’s College London

For further information on each event, please click on 
the hyperlinked title above.

For all MRC events, go to:
www.beds.ac.uk/mrc

https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/nwyha3aq/2021-10-20-forced-marriage.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/nwyha3aq/2021-10-20-forced-marriage.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/nwyha3aq/2021-10-20-forced-marriage.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/nwyha3aq/2021-10-20-forced-marriage.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
https://www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/protecting-children-at-a-distance
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/protecting-children-at-a-distance
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/r2mfq0ou/2021-09-16-pcad-1.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/r2mfq0ou/2021-09-16-pcad-1.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/paebmbrg/2021-10-07-pcad-2.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/paebmbrg/2021-10-07-pcad-2.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/events/
https://https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
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Practice Development Events
For those working in, and with, children’s services
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Making Research Count at the 
Universities of Bedfordshire 
and King’s College London

For further details of these, 
and other, events visit:

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc/index

Thursday 16 September 2021, 11.00am - 12.30pm
Protecting Children at a Distance: 
Multi-Agency Working 
and Service Provision
Dr Jenny Driscoll and Dr Ann Lorek
King’s College London
For more information, click here

Tuesday 21 September 2021, 11am - 12.30pm
Beyond Referrals: 
Addressing Sexual Harassment 
and Violence in Schools
Dr Jenny Lloyd
University of Bedfordshire
For more information, click here

Thursday 23 September 2021, 2.00 - 3.30pm
Contextual Safeguarding in Practice: 
What Can We Learn 
from Multi-Agency Meetings 
to Address Extra-Familial Harm 
to Young People?
Lisa Bostock and Vanessa Bradbury
University of Bedfordshire
For more information, click here

Thursday 7 October 2021, 11.00am - 12.30pm
Protecting Children at a Distance: 
Professional Practice 
and Communication
Dr Aisha Hutchinson
King’s College London
For more information, click here

Tuesday 12 October 2021, 11.00am - 12.30pm
Understanding the Needs of Children 
Living with Parental Substance Misuse
Hannah Todman
Manchester Metropolitan University
For more information, click here

Wednesday 20 October 2021, 11.00am - 12.30pm
Forced Marriage: 
Enhancing Protection 
and Prevention Responses
Prof Sundari Anitha, University of Lincoln, and
Prof Aisha K Gill, CBE, University of Roehampton
For more information, click here

Webinar Series:
Understanding and Responding 
to Complex Safeguarding: 
Issues and Dilemmas
This series of four webinars explores some of the more 
complex areas of safeguarding practice with children 
and young people.

Although there is a legitimate debate about the 
helpfulness of categories, the series will nevertheless 
look at the particular challenges raised around 
neglect, emotional abuse and intrafamilial sexual 
abuse. These include how these forms of harm are 
defined, understood, evidenced and addressed.

The first webinar will set the context, and will look 
at the range of safeguarding models currently being 
used, including those that are both strengths and 
community based.

Understanding the Relationship 
Between Risk and Harm: 
A Strengths-Based Approach to Child 
Protection
Thursday 16 September 2021, 1.30 - 3.00pm

Assessing and Responding to Neglect
Monday 4 October 2021, 12.00 - 1.30pm

Intrafamilial Sexual Abuse
Thursday 14 October 2021, 1.30 - 3.00pm

Emotional Abuse
Thursday 11 November 2021, 1.30 - 3.00pm

To book for webinars in this series, please contact: 
mrc@kcl.ac.uk

https://www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc/index
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/r2mfq0ou/2021-09-16-pcad-1.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/1wrobork/2021-09-21-sexual-harassment-and-violence-in-schools.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/kazdpbeo/2021-09-23-cs-multi-agency-meetings.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/paebmbrg/2021-10-07-pcad-2.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/a0wjznbc/2021-10-12-ch-living-with-psm-1.pdf
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/nwyha3aq/2021-10-20-forced-marriage.pdf
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%20Series%20-%20Complex%20Safeguarding%3A%20Issues%20and%20Dilemmas
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Postgraduate Study 
at the University of Bedfordshire
School of Applied Social Sciences
Now more than ever, it’s a great time to upskill 
and enhance your career. At the University of 
Bedfordshire, we have a huge range of exciting 
postgraduate opportunities guaranteed to inspire 
and motivate you.

Why study at the University of Bedfordshire?
• You’ll join an internationally recognised 

University, awarded a silver TEF for our teaching 
and in the top 250 universities under 50 years 
old in the Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings;

• You’ll be taught by experts in their fields, skilled 
at developing your critical thinking in your 
chosen subject area;

• We have a lot of experience and success in 
supporting returners to education - around 70% 
of our cohort are mature students;

• Our campuses are easily accessible with 
excellent transport links by road and rail - and 
only a short journey from London;

• Many of our courses offer a range of delivery 
options, including part time postgraduate 
courses or block delivery, twilight and online 
sessions.

We still have places for September 2021 for the 
following programmes:

MA Childhood and Youth Studies: 
Applied Perspectives

MA Criminology
MA International Social Welfare 

and Social Development
MA Human Rights 

and Social Enterprise
Applicants should have a good undergraduate 
degree at Honours level, or equivalent.
For more information, including detailed course 
outlines and how to apply, please click on the 
hyperlinks above.

Monica Bergh - MA Children and Youth: Applied Perspectives

“Bedfordshire has an amazing International 
Research Centre, which really helps me in my 
subject area of children who have suffered 
trauma, as the Centre has a wealth of knowledge 
on this area. Plus, the lecturers are always 
involved in new research - it’s nice to know the 
University is making a difference in society.”

Digital Notebook for Social Work:
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children

Digital Notebooks for Social Work are online training 
paths created by Apprentis d’Auteuil with their 
international partners. They are intended to be used 
by social workers, students and foster carers. The first 
of these Digital Notebooks is about the daily care of 
unaccompanied minors (UMs).

The Digital Notebook on unaccompanied minors is a 
practical, fun and interactive European online training. 
Any social worker who is working on a daily basis with 
unaccompanied minors can now access the platform 
for free, and register for the training path already 
available in French and English.

If you are a social worker, student or foster carer, you 
can register here.

Born from the 
collaboration 
of several 
European 
organizations 
and researchers 
(including Prof 
Ravi Kohli, 
University of 
Bedfordshire), 
this training is 
intended for 
professionals 
who work with 
unaccompanied 
minors in 
Europe. Its title, 
“Caring for 
Unaccompanied 
Minors in 
Europe:
Responses from Social 
Workers”, clearly reflects the 
purpose of this training : to 
provide social workers from 
different European countries 
(including the UK), beginners 
or experienced, a tool with 
useful knowledge, shared 
reflections and practices to 
better care for unaccompanied 
minors.

To find out more about the Digital Notebook, click here.

Some thoughts on good practice

This poster was produced by Helene Jevdjenijevic and Ravi Kohli based on the work 
of the Community of Practices and Knowledge for Unaccompanied Minors in Europe – Athens, January 2019

When you are with unaccompanied minors, share this question:  
What if our differences are not an obstacle to be overcome, 
but rather a resource for new ways of solving problems? (Kenneth Gergen). 
See your relationship with them as a resource that you build together. 

Then do this:

With the financial support of the Erasmus+ Youth Program

How to accompany 
unaccompanied minors?

7 fundamentals
Help them feel safe when they arrive, stay, and leave
Make time, build trust, question gently
Show respect that restores dignity 
Never give up on them
Be reliable and adaptable
Explain the rules, inside and outside the house
Be a citizen maker, not a border guard

7 ways of feeling at home
Offer a warm and gentle welcome
Learn and use a few words in their language
Create a cosy, family like environment
Be realistic in a calm way: say ‘yes’ and ‘no’ kindly
Ask for their ideas and try to make these happen 
If you don’t agree with their ideas, explain why
Keep them informed of what’s happening

7 relationship rules
Be curious about how they became the person who they are
Do shared activities: sports; cooking together; visiting together; doing nothing together
Recover the rhythm of ordinary life: routines and rituals
Create chances for them to give something back to others
Understand their experience of time
Respect their right to privacy 
Enjoy their company

https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/childhood-and-youth-applied-perspectives/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/childhood-and-youth-applied-perspectives/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/criminology/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/international-social-welfare-and-social-development/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/international-social-welfare-and-social-development/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/human-rights-and-social-enterprise/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/courses/postgraduate/next-year/human-rights-and-social-enterprise/
https://www.apprentis-auteuil.com/digital-notebooks-for-social-work.html
https://www.apprentis-auteuil.com/digital-notebooks-for-social-work.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXgh4c6Meqo&ab_channel=ApprentisAuteuil
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nm_ufBed-gc&t=3s&ab_channel=ApprentisAuteuil
https://www.apprentis-auteuil.com/fileadmin/user_upload/Nous_connaitre/carnets_numeriques/Poster_CPS_MNA_EN.pdf
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Caring in Company: 
A Pre-Covid Snapshot 
of Day Centres in South London
Research Team:
Dr Caroline Green and Dr Katharine Orellana,
Post-Doctoral Fellows, NIHR Health & Social Care 
Workforce Research Unit at King’s College London.

Day services support the wellbeing and health of 
people with social care and support needs who 
want to live at home. Their staff and volunteers offer 
companionship, care, advice and support. Centres have 
different purposes and support different groups of 
people, often from diverse backgrounds. They support 
older people, people living with dementia, people 
with long-term disabilities, people needing mental 
health support, family carers, people experiencing 
homelessness or who have palliative care needs.

The NIHR Applied Research Collaboration (ARC) 
report, Caring in Company: A Pre-Covid Snapshot of 
Day Centres in South London, published in May 2021, 
sets out a mapping exercise of publicly available 
information from four south London boroughs. The 
report reveals how hard it is to find information about 
these services. With websites an increasingly important 
information source for us all, work is needed to make 
day centres more visible to those who may benefit from 
them.

In May - July 2021, the Research Team gathered views 
about priorities for action, development and research 
with respect to adult day centres. Once the data are 
analysed, this information will be added to the website.

For further information about this project, and to read 
the reports, please click here.

Please send any feedback or comments to: 
Katharine.Orellana@kcl.ac.uk.

Personal Assistants 
and Personal Budgets:
Describing this Emergent Group 
and its Relationship to the Wider 
Social Care and Health Workforce

Dr John Woolham
Dr Kritika Samsi
Caroline Norrie
Prof Jill Manthorpe
NIHR Policy Research Unit 
in Health and Social Care Workforce, 
King’s College London

This study was funded by the National Institute for 
Health Research Policy Research Programme and led 
by Dr John Woolham, Senior Research Fellow at the 
NIHR Policy Research Unit in Health and Social Care 
Workforce.

The purpose of the study was to achieve a better 
understanding of the Personal Assistant (PA) role to 
inform policymakers and the wider social care sector. 
Key aims were to:

• describe and document this emergent workforce, 
exploring their backgrounds and motivations, job 
content, terms and conditions, and experiences of 
their job and its relationship with the wider social 
care and health workforce;

• explore what mechanisms local authorities use to 
create and match supply with demand;

• assess the potential of this workforce to support 
people with personal health budgets and 
any implications for training and workforce 
development;

• identify barriers to working, including training and 
certification, vulnerability of the role, conflict with 
employers and dispute resolution, lack of peer 
support and mentoring, and other employment 
models.

To read the reports, click on the images above or click 
here.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/res/arc-sl/mace/caring-in-company
mailto:Katharine.Orellana%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=Caring%20in%20Company%3A%20Article%20in%20MRC%20Newsletter%20August%202021
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/res/roles/PAs
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/files/152782395/Caring_in_company_May2021.pdf
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/files/116101094/Woolham_et_al_2019_Personal_Assistants_report.pdf
https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/files/135050250/PAs_and_Covid_19_Report_2020.pdf
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Practice Development Events
For those working in, and with, adult’s services

For further details of these, 
and other, events visit:

www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc/index

Wednesday 20 October 2021, 11.00am - 12.30pm
Forced Marriage: 
Enhancing Protection 
and Prevention Responses
Prof Sundari Anitha, University of Lincoln, and
Prof Aisha K Gill, CBE, University of Roehampton
For more information, click here

Tuesday 14 September 2021, 1.00-2.00pm
Gambling-Related Harms 
and Social Work: 
Identification, Screening, 
Harms and Treatment

Tuesday 28 September 2021, 11.00am - 12.30pm
Carers and Social Care: 
The Emerging Covid Legacy

Tuesday 5 October 2021, 2.00 - 3.15pm
Using Creative and Innovative Approaches 
to Support People with 
Intellectual Disability: 
The SOOTHE Experience
Prof Fintan Sheerin
Trinity College Dublin
Please book for this event via Eventbrite, 
by clicking here

Developing the Role of Supervision 
in the Age of Remote Working: 
A Course for Managers 
in Adult and Children’s Services

Tuesday 7 September 2021, 1.30 - 3.00pm
What is Good Practice in Supervision 
When it is Being Carried Out Remotely?

Wednesday 15 September 2021, 2.00 - 3.30pm
Developing Supervisees’ Capacity 
for Reflection, Analytical Thinking 
and Decision-Making Skills

Friday 24 September 2021, 9.30 - 11.00am
Managing and Promoting Good Practice: 
A Strength-Based Approach 
to Managing Performance

Friday 1 October 2021, 10.00 - 12.00 - 1.30pm
Building Staff Wellbeing 
and Professional Resilience

Monday 4 October 2021, 1.30 - 3.00pm
Promoting Use of Self, Relationship-Based Practice 
and the Ethical Use of Authority 
in the Supervisory Relationship

To book your place(s), please click on the links above or 
email: mrc@kcl.ac.uk

Webinar series:
Homelessness
This series of webinars will be delivered by 
Gill Taylor, Strategic Lead for Single Homelessness and 
Vulnerable Adults, London Borough of Haringey, and a 
range of guest speakers.

Thursday 9 September 2021, 10.00 - 11.30am
Commissioning for the Holistic Needs of People 
Affected by Homelessness

Thursday 4 November 2021, 10.00 - 11.30am
Trauma-Informed Practice 
in Rough Sleeping Services

Thursday 16 December 2021, 10.00 - 11.30am
Equally Homeless? 
Exploring the Impact of Age, Gender, Race 
and Sexuality on Experiences of Homelessness

Thursday 27 January 2022, 10.00 - 11.30am
Homelessness, Safeguarding and the Care Act

Thursday 10 March 2022, 10.00 - 11.30am
Co-Production with People 
with Lived Experience of Homelessness

Thursday 28 April 2022, 10.00 - 11.30am
Homelessness Law, Policy and Strategy

Thursday 26 May 2022, 10.00 - 11.30am
Dying Homeless: 
Preventing the Premature Deaths 
of Homeless People

For details of these events, please click here

https://www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc/index
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/nwyha3aq/2021-10-20-forced-marriage.pdf
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%207%20September%202021%3A%20Gambling-Related%20Harms%20and%20Social%20Work
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%207%20September%202021%3A%20Gambling-Related%20Harms%20and%20Social%20Work
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%207%20September%202021%3A%20Gambling-Related%20Harms%20and%20Social%20Work
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%207%20September%202021%3A%20Gambling-Related%20Harms%20and%20Social%20Work
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2028%20September%202021%3A%20Carers%20and%20Social%20Care
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2028%20September%202021%3A%20Carers%20and%20Social%20Care
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/events/the-soothe-experience
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/events/the-soothe-experience
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/events/the-soothe-experience
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/events/the-soothe-experience
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/creative-approaches-to-supporting-people-with-intellectual-disability-tickets-133110357663
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Course%3A%20Supervision%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Remote%20Working
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Course%3A%20Supervision%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Remote%20Working
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Course%3A%20Supervision%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Remote%20Working
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Course%3A%20Supervision%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Remote%20Working
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%207%20September%202021%3A%20Good%20Practice%20in%20Remote%20Supervision
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%207%20September%202021%3A%20Good%20Practice%20in%20Remote%20Supervision
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2015%20September%202021%3A%20Developing%20Supervisees%E2%80%99%20Capacity%20for%20Reflection%2C%20Etc.
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2015%20September%202021%3A%20Developing%20Supervisees%E2%80%99%20Capacity%20for%20Reflection%2C%20Etc.
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2015%20September%202021%3A%20Developing%20Supervisees%E2%80%99%20Capacity%20for%20Reflection%2C%20Etc.
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2024%20September%202021%3A%20Strengths-Based%20Approach%20to%20Managing%20Performance
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2024%20September%202021%3A%20Strengths-Based%20Approach%20to%20Managing%20Performance
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2024%20September%202021%3A%20Strengths-Based%20Approach%20to%20Managing%20Performance
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%201%20October%202021%3A%20Building%20Staff%20Wellbeing%0A%20and%20Professional%20Resilience
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%201%20October%202021%3A%20Building%20Staff%20Wellbeing%0A%20and%20Professional%20Resilience
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%204%20October%202021%3A%20Promoting%20Use%20of%20Self%2C%20Relationship-Based%20Practice%0Aand%20the%20Ethical%20Use%20of%20Authority%0A%20in%20the%20Supervisory%20Relationship
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%204%20October%202021%3A%20Promoting%20Use%20of%20Self%2C%20Relationship-Based%20Practice%0Aand%20the%20Ethical%20Use%20of%20Authority%0A%20in%20the%20Supervisory%20Relationship
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%204%20October%202021%3A%20Promoting%20Use%20of%20Self%2C%20Relationship-Based%20Practice%0Aand%20the%20Ethical%20Use%20of%20Authority%0A%20in%20the%20Supervisory%20Relationship
mailto:mrc%40kcl.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%20Series%3A%20Supervision%20in%20the%20Age%20of%20Remote%20Working
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%20Series%3A%20Homelessness
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%209%20September%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Commissioning
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%209%20September%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Commissioning
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%204%20November%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Trauma-Informed%20Practice
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%204%20November%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Trauma-Informed%20Practice
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2016%20December%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20%28In%29equality
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2016%20December%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20%28In%29equality
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2016%20December%202021%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20%28In%29equality
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2027%20January%202022%3A%20Homelessness%2C%20Safeguarding%20and%20the%20Care%20Act
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2010%20March%202022%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Co-Production
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2010%20March%202022%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Co-Production
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2028%20April%202022%3A%20Homelessness%2C%20Law%2C%20Policy%20and%20Strategy
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2026%20May%202022%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Preventing%20Premature%20Deaths
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2026%20May%202022%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Preventing%20Premature%20Deaths
mailto:mrc%40beds.ac.uk?subject=MRC%20Webinar%2026%20May%202022%3A%20Homelessness%20and%20Preventing%20Premature%20Deaths
https://www.beds.ac.uk/media/45ydqyug/homelessness-series-jul-2021-may-2022.pdf
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Conferences
 

BASW England: 
Unpicking Myths and Stereotypes 
About Domestic Abuse
3 September 2021, 12:00 - 1:15pm, Online
Following the launch of BASW England’s recent 
domestic abuse guidance, which highlighted 
the intersectionality of victim-survivors from 
marginalised backgrounds, we are proud to 
present this webinar in partnership with Dr Jo 
Neale, who discusses myths surrounding domestic 
abuse.
In this session, Jo will explore different ways of 
thinking about DVA, and unpacking some of the 
myths and stereotypes that are commonly drawn 
upon by practitioners and managers in services. 
Jo begins by looking at definitions (of ‘myth’, 
‘stereotype’, ‘domestic violence and abuse’) before 
examining and debunking the notions that:

• Men and women are equally abusive;
• There are no services for male victims;
• DVA only occurs in poor or ‘problem’ families;
• Alcohol/drugs causes DVA.

Jo will then set out different ways of 
conceptualising DVA:

• Individualistic explanations (individual 
psychopathology: mental ill-health, personal 
inadequacy, problematic substance use);

• Structural explanations (disadvantage such 
as poverty, education, and housing; and 
patriarchal institutions such as our legal 
system, the workplace, the family, and 
religious communities);

• Poststructural explanations (intersectionality, 
or the ways in which social locations of age, 
class, ethnicity, physicality, sexuality, etc., 
intersect to shape individual experiences; and 
the ways of thinking/speaking about DVA that 
are available to us).

Finally, Jo will examine how these 
conceptualisations shape our responses to DVA. 
There will be an opportunity for a Q&A section at 
the end of the meeting.
For further information, click here

Priorities for Delivering Social Prescribing: 
Progress, Integration, Funding, Scaling Up, 
and Helping Meet the Challenges of COVID-19 
Recovery
7 September 2021,  Online
This policy conference, organised by Westminster 
Health Forum, will be an opportunity to discuss 
how social prescribing can meet increased 
demand, and support community health in the 
recovery from the pandemic - following increased 
funding and workforce recruitment during 
the response to COVID-19, intended to tackle 
loneliness and health inequalities.
Key areas for discussion:

These are not Making 
Research Count events, 
but may be of interest to 
our members.

If you would like further 
information, please click 
on the related link.

https://www.basw.co.uk/events/basw-england-unpicking-myths-around-domestic-abuse


August 2021 | Making Research Count  | 7

supported by an exhibition where visitors, 
exhibitors and speakers can meet, network and 
share learning with other organisations within 
the sector including local authorities, residential 
care providers, suppliers, recruiters, the voluntary 
sector and universities. In addition to the free 
seminar programme and exhibition we also offer 
a legal learning stream, providing the latest legal 
guidance and advice from some of the country’s 
leading experts.
For further information, click here

What Has Become of Social Work with Adults?
21 October 2021, Online
This webinar, organised by the Social Work 
History Network, will hear perspectives from 
different experiences about how far social work 
has disappeared from adult social services (social 
care). It will explore the vision for social work in 
the 1968 Seebohm and later reports and what has 
changed in social work and local authorities since, 
the likely nature and prospects of future change, 
and how changes might be influenced to assure a 
positive future for Social Work.
Five brisk presentations will be followed by an 
online discussion to enable good interaction 
with attendees’ own perspectives. The five social 
worker background speakers will be:

• Brian Parrott - SWHN Steering Group member, 
former Director of Social Services and then 
DASS, and until recently an ADASS Trustee;

• Ruth Allen - Chief Executive BASW;
• Rob Mitchell - Principal Social Worker in 

Bradford, a national PSW leader & author;
• Tricia Pereira - previously a London borough 

PSW and now Director of Operations, Skills for 
Care;

• Clenton Farquharson MBE - Director of 
Disabled People User-led Organisation in 
Birmingham and Chair of TLAP (Think Local 
Act Personal) nationally) will give an overview 
from the perspective of an expert by experience.

The discussion following the presentations will 
be facilitated by David Brindle, until recently the 
Guardian’s Public Services Editor.
All are welcome - from SWHN, BASW and the 
wider Adult Social Care world. There is no charge 
for participation.
To book your place, click here

Children and Young People’s Mental Health: 
New Normal - Same Crisis Conference
18th November 2021, The Royal National Hotel, 
London
Open Forum Events are delighted to be back 
and bringing you our 9th National Children and 
Young People’s Mental Health Conference. Our 
face-to-face conference will equip delegates 
with knowledge of tackling issues with access 
to services, funding and legislating to support 
CAMHS and service users.
For further information, click here

• progress - assessing the delivery of social 
prescribing so far, integration with primary 
care, and the key priorities for scaling up 
provision

• next steps and funding priorities - what is 
needed to enable social prescribing to meet 
increased demand from the pandemic and to 
scale up effectively

• learning from the pandemic - the delivery 
of social prescribing through the health 
emergency, and its role in supporting 
community health in the UK’s recovery

• workforce development - continuing the 
momentum in developing the skills of those 
working in social prescribing, so as to meet 
demand and long-term ambitions

• service development - utilising the NHS 
estate, maximising opportunities for holistic 
community care, and building partnerships

• quality and evaluation - developing the 
evidence base and best practice, and 
measuring effectiveness

For further information, click here

The Future of the Children’s Social Care System 
in England
30 September 2021, Online
This Westminster Education Forum conference will 
examine next steps for the care system in England, 
as well as priorities for its regulation, possible 
reform, and a potential change in approach to 
preventative support and early intervention.
The discussion is taking place alongside the 
ongoing Independent review of children’s social 
care, set up by the Department for Education, 
which aims to examine the whole system of 
support, care, and safeguarding, and provide 
recommendations for reform and strategies to 
raise standards. Its key areas of focus include:

• balancing child protection and family life
• the requirements for a safe and positive care 

experience
• financial sustainability and the cost 

effectiveness of current delivery
• accountability and oversight of local 

responsibilities
Alongside the Independent review, this conference 
will provide an opportunity to discuss its interim 
report, Case for Change, which highlights concerns 
around the level of bureaucracy and inconsistency 
in the system, advocates for a move to a 
preventative approach, and considers priorities for 
the children’s social care system in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
For further information, click here

Community Care Live
12-13 October 2021, Business Design Centre, 
London
Community Care Live, is the UK’s largest free to 
attend social work event. On offer is a free expert 
seminar programme providing essential learning 
and training for social work professionals, 

https://www.communitycarelive.co.uk/
https://www.basw.co.uk/events/what-has-become-social-work-adults
https://www.openforumevents.co.uk/events/2021/children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-new-normal-same-crisis/
https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/conference/Social-Prescribing-21
https://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/conference/Child-Social-Care-21
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The aim of the recently launched Bedfordshire Health 
& Social Care Academy is to to establish itself as a 
centre of excellence in supporting and developing the 
health, social work and social care workforce.

Current members of the Academy are:
• Bedford Borough Council
• Luton Borough Council
• Central Bedfordshire Council
• Bedfordshire Hospitals NHS Trust
• University of Bedfordshire – 

Faculty of Health & Social Sciences, and 
Institute for Health Research

The Academy has run a highly successful series of 
webinars on Leadership. To view the recordings of these 
events, please click on the hyperlinked titles below:

Youth Violence: A Public Health Issue – 
Messages for Leaders
Dr Suzella Palmer, University of Bedfordshire

Dr Suzella Palmer has been teaching Criminology at 
the University of Bedfordshire Since 2003. Her research 
interests include serious youth violence, policing and 
black communities and issues around ‘race’, crime and 
justice. Outside of her academic role, she works closely 
with, supports and advises a range of community 
groups and organisations that provide interventions 
and support for young people and families whose lives 
are impacted by structural disadvantage and serious 
youth violence.

The focus of Suzella’s seminar is the public health 
approach, which is the latest response to the problem 
of gangs and serious youth violence in the UK. Suzella 
highlights and describes the key features of this 
approach, and discusses some of the key challenges to 
its successful implementation.

Understanding Adult Safeguarding: 
A Leadership Perspective
Prof Michael Preston-Shoot, University of Bedfordshire

Michael Preston-Shoot is Professor (Emeritus) Social 
Work at the University of Bedfordshire, England. He 
is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences and a 
Senior Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. He 
held various social work academic positions between 
1988 and 2016, and was Editor of several social work 
journals. His publications, research and training have 
concentrated on law and social work practice, and on 
adult safeguarding. He completed with Suzy Braye and 
David Orr major studies for the Department of Health 
on governance of adult safeguarding and on effective 
practice with adults who self-neglect. He has authored 
safeguarding adult reviews, has researched reviews of 
self-neglect cases and has completed thematic reviews 
of safeguarding adult reviews commissioned by Safe-
guarding Adults Boards in London and in South West 
England since implementation of the Care Act 2014. He 
has been engaged in sector-led improvement projects 
on adult safeguarding and homelessness, on adult safe-
guarding and alcohol abuse, and on making safeguard-
ing personal for commissioners and 
providers of health and social care. With Suzy Braye 
and Research in Practice he has just completed the 
first national thematic analysis of safeguarding adult 
reviews published in 17/18 and 18/19. This has been 

published by the Local Government Association and 
the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services. 
Since retirement as Executive Dean, Faculty of Health 
and Social Sciences, University of Bedfordshire, Michael 
has been Independent Chair of Brent and Lewisham 
Safeguarding Adult Boards. He has authored a signifi-
cant number of Safeguarding Adult Reviews and was a 
Principal Investigator for the first national analysis of 
Safeguarding Adult Reviews in England.

In this lecture, Michael draws on the above experience 
to reflect on leadership in adult safeguarding. In par-
ticular, he emphasises the importance of literacy within 
leadership – legal, safeguarding, psychodynamic, 
systemic, relational, political and knowledge literacy. 
He stresses that leadership is inherent in all roles within 
adult safeguarding, and therefore that parity amongst 
leadership voices is essential for safer responses to the 
challenges and dilemmas inherent in adult safeguard-
ing.

Tackling Health Inequalities: 
Reflections on Leadership
Prof Gurch Randhawa, University of Bedfordshire

Gurch Randhawa is Professor of Diversity in Public 
Health and Director of the Institute for Health Research 
at the University of Bedfordshire. He has a unique mix of 
Public Sector Board Leadership experience, Government 
public health advisory experience, and extensive Patient 
and Public Involvement research track-record. He holds 
a number of policy and practice positions. He is also 
a Public Sector Board Governance Expert and has exten-
sive experience as a Board coach, facilitator, consultant 
and trainer with all levels of leadership in the public 
and voluntary sectors. He has over 15 years’ experience 
as a NHS Board member at national and local level in 
both Chair and Non-Executive Director roles.

In this seminar, Gurch Randhawa provides an overview 
of the leadership challenges in tackling health inequali-
ties. Using a case-study approach, he explores the chal-
lenges of systems leadership in tackling inequalities, 
and how community engagement and co-design can be 
translated from rhetoric to reality.

Creating Resilient Organisations 
in Health and Social Care: 
A Systemic Leadership Approach
Dr Louise Grant, University of Bedfordshire

Dr Louise Grant is Executive Dean of the Faculty of 
Health and Social Sciences, University of Bedfordshire. 
Having qualified with a degree in Applied Social Sci-
ences and as a social worker in 1987, the first 15 years 
of her career was working as a social worker and 
team manager in Children and Families Social Work. 
She became a social work academic in 2008, and has 
concentrated upon building curricula in Higher Educa-
tion which enable students to ensure they are prepared 
with evidence informed approaches for the realities of 
professional practice.

Over the last four years Louise, with Professor Gail 
Kinman, has developed a toolkit to enable leaders to 
understand, build and sustain resilience in their organ-
isations. In this webinar, Louise shares the main findings 
of the research and some key evidence-based tips for 
building successful teams and enabling people to thrive 
in their organisational settings.

Leadership 
Seminars

https://www.beds.ac.uk/hscacademy
https://www.beds.ac.uk/hscacademy
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=bf723960-0c56-40be-a3e8-ad3b00dfc213
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=bf723960-0c56-40be-a3e8-ad3b00dfc213
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/departments/appliedsocialsciences/staff/suzella-palmer/
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=52b6dba7-6f2b-4c7e-bc4b-ad3b00dddbf1
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=52b6dba7-6f2b-4c7e-bc4b-ad3b00dddbf1
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/departments/healthsciences/michael-preston-shoot
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=14f06170-b7e6-4639-be38-ad5601040d69
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=14f06170-b7e6-4639-be38-ad5601040d69
https://www.beds.ac.uk/research-ref/ihr/staff/gurch-randhawa
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=6b47859a-6923-413f-8f61-ad6b008e6501
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=6b47859a-6923-413f-8f61-ad6b008e6501
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=6b47859a-6923-413f-8f61-ad6b008e6501
https://www.beds.ac.uk/howtoapply/departments/healthsciences/executive/louise-grant/

