
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title MSc Public Health

Final Award MSc

Route Code MSPUHAAF/MSPUHAAP/MS8PHAAF

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)
FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

MSPUHAAF: Full-Time over 12 months (October start)

MS8PHAAF: Full-Time over 15 months (February start)

MSPUHAAP: Part-Time over 24 months

Standard intake points 
(months) October, February 
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External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

• QAA Quality Code section A1 (The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications) at Level 7 (QAA, 2014) 
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/quality-code/qualifications-frameworks.pdf

• QAA Benchmark statement: Bachelor's degrees with honours in health studies (2019) 
 https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/subject-benchmark-statements/subject-benchmark-statement-health-studies.pdf?
sfvrsn=7a35c881_4

• FPH Public Health Specialty Training Curriculum (2022) https://www.fph.org.uk/media/3450/public-health-curriculum-
v13.pdf

Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

N/A

HECoS code(s) 101317

UCAS Course Code N/A
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Course Aims

This course will equip you with the skills required to develop, deliver and manage high-quality public health services for children, 
families and communities. It will help you gain an in-depth and critical understanding of how the research process is applied in the 
study of public health, how public health policy is developed and implemented in developed and developing nations, and the 
potential impact of global drivers of health reform on future policy.  After graduation there will be a range of career opportunities 
open to you, including public health analyst, public health programme manager and public health specialist. The course can also 
act as a platform for postgraduate research (MRes/MPhil/PhD) study in public health. Students will be eligible to apply for student 
membership of the UK Royal Society for Public Health (UK RSPH), and after gaining their Masters and appropriate work 
experience will be eligible to apply to become a Fellow of the UK RSPH.

Educational Aim

Public Health has become an increasingly significant focus of government plans worldwide, initiating developments at local, 
national and international levels within multiple health care settings. This course focuses on the applied principles of Public Health 
which are relevant to students from around the world. It is designed to develop your practical and critical public health skills, 
underpinned by a sound understanding of associated theories. The core content of the MSc in Public Health focuses on 
contemporary issues in Public Health in the UK. The curriculum is based on the principles set out in the UK Government’s White 
Paper on Public Health - Healthy lives, healthy people, according to which the National Health Service should improve health and 
prevent disease, not just provide treatment for those who are ill. However, students are encouraged to broaden and 
internationalize their knowledge and understanding of by reflecting on how these core principles can also be applied within the 
wider global context through debates, discussions, group work, as well as independent reading and research. 

During the course students will be able to:

• Develop a critical awareness of contemporary issues within public health and apply your knowledge to formulate 
appropriate evidence-based strategies to improve health.

• Understand various theoretical perspectives and how these are linked and inform public health policy and practice.
• Develop an in-depth understanding of public health policies and practices from international, national and local perspectives 

to support and develop evidence-based practice.

The course utilises a research-informed teaching curriculum and case studies from different parts of the world. It is aimed at both 
medically and non-medically qualified applicants, from Health Service and non-Health Service backgrounds, including those in 
primary or secondary care, nursing and professions related to medicine, health promotion, health care research, health 
management and anyone wishing to develop a career in public health. It has been designed to enable you to build on your 
existing professional knowledge and expertise in Public Health.
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1
Demonstrate a critical awareness of contemporary issues within 
public health and apply your knowledge to formulate appropriate 
evidence-based strategies to improve health.

MSc Public Health

2
Analyse and evaluate public health policy and practices from 
international, national and local perspectives to support and develop 
evidence-based practice.

MSc Public Health

3

Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of research 
methodology through designing and conducting a research project in 
a contemporary area of public health, and interpreting and 
discussing your findings

MSc Public Health

4
Demonstrate a systematic understanding and critical awareness the 
role of leadership, economics and change in improving public health 
policy and practice.

MSc Public Health

5

Demonstrate a critical understanding of the determinants of health 
and social care inequalities in public health and apply your 
knowledge and understanding to promote public health and reduce 
inequalities.

MSc Public Health

6
Demonstrate a practical understanding of the concepts, theories and 
skills required to be an effective and efficient healthcare 
commissioner.

MSc Public Health

7
Demonstrate a critical awareness of current ethical and legal 
challenges in healthcare, and an ability to reflectively engage in 
ethical public health practice and research.

MSc Public Health
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

Learning and Teaching

A comprehensive variety of approaches to teaching and learning are used to deliver a wide-ranging curriculum and support all 
students in developing a broad range of skills. For each unit, there will be 11 weekly, 3-hour face-to-face taught sessions. Your 
learning will also be underpinned by the University’s Virtual Learning Environment (BREO Ultra). This will be used to provide 
access to additional guided learning materials and many other e-learning resources. You will be actively engaged in the learning 
process throughout and encouraged to take responsibility for identifying and addressing your own learning needs. Throughout the 
course, you are also encouraged to identify and reflect on prior-professional and personal experience in relation to the core 
curriculum. Transferable and enterprise skills are promoted, together with an emphasis on developing the skills to support lifelong 
learning. 

Assessment

Each unit and assessment will provide the opportunity to develop the skills and expertise required to successfully undertake a 
broad range of public health roles. In order to assist in your future professional and career development, the UK Faculty of Public 
Health framework forms the basis of your learning and underpins your assessment. 

The assessments will include

• developing an action plan; 
• writing a newspaper article summarizing a complex public health issue into layman’s terms;
• writing public health and epidemiological reports; 
• developing a public health research proposal; and 
• developing a critical appraisal report and presentation.

Each of these assessments will enable you to demonstrate the ability to critically understand and evaluate complex public health 
issues and communicate these effectively to a range of audiences. This strategy informs the assessment methods for each 
individual unit within the course and is based on Masters's level descriptors and course learning outcomes.

Learning support 

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop-shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student-managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements
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Admissions Criteria
Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

N/A

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

N/A
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

PUB002-6 Epidemiology in public health 7 15 Core 1T
A 2TA

PUB008-6 Public health protection 7 15 Core 1T
A 2TA

PUB010-6 Dissertation 7 60 Core 12T
A

PUB012-6 Healthcare commissioning 7 15 Core 12
TA

PUB013-6 Health and social care inequalities 7 15 Core 12T
A

PUB014-6 Ethical and legal issues in healthcare 7 15 Core 12
TA

PUB015-6 Public health intelligence 7 15 Core 1T
A 2TA

PUB016-6 Public health research methods 7 15 Core 12T
A

PUB017-6 Principles, policies and issues in public health 7 15 Core 2TA 1TA
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MSPUHAAF/MSPUHAAP/MS8PHAAF- MSc Public Health

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

PUB002-6 7 SEM1 Core EX 13

PUB012-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-ESS 12

PUB016-6 7 SEM1 Core WR-I 13

PUB017-6 7 SEM1 Core WR-I 12

PUB008-6 7 SEM2 Core WR-I 12

PUB013-6 7 SEM2 Core WR-I 13

PUB014-6 7 SEM2 Core CW-ESS 12

PUB015-6 7 SEM2 Core WR-I 13

PUB010-6 7 SEM3 Core PJ-DIS 13

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

EX Exam (Invigilated)

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

WR-I Coursework - Individual Report

Administrative Information
Faculty Health and Social Sciences
School School of Society Community and Health

Head of School/Department Dr Lana Burroughs
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Course Coordinator Krishna Regmi
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