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Professor Sara Cushing, Georgia State university: Using the arts to promote assessment literacy  

It is generally agreed that improving assessment literacy is an urgent need in second language 
education and policy; however, little attention has been paid to how to engage teachers and other 
stakeholders in discussions of assessment literacy in ways that are motivating and impactful. In this 
presentation I will briefly discuss the rationale for integrating visual and performing arts in teaching 
and learning important concepts in assessment and in promoting them to a wider audience. I will 
demonstrate some successful techniques and assignments I have used, and invite a discussion of 
how these techniques can be adapted for a wide variety of contexts.  

 

Mina Patel, British Council / CRELLA: Towards establishing a function-specific language assessment 
framework for professional development  

This presentation describes the plans of a research project which focusses on the language 
assessment literacy (LAL) needs of stakeholders who work with testing and assessment but have 
none or limited training or background in it, e.g. business development managers. The study aims to 
identify the function-specific language assessment needs of employees in a large education 
organisation. It builds on previous work in the area and investigates LAL from an organisational and 
function-specific perspective.  

 

Dr Daniel Lam, CRELLA: Test score use in university admissions: Issues around and beyond 
assessment literacy  

 This talk is based on an IELTS-funded cross-institutional case study, which explored how language 
test scores are used in university admissions and how minimum scores are set. We will consider 
perceptions of admissions personnel towards test scores as language proficiency evidence, current 
practices of setting minimum scores, and some gaps that might need bridging. We will reflect on a 
few issues around and beyond assessment literacy in this context of score use. 
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