
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title Art and Design

Final Award MA 

Route Code MAXADAAF/MAARTAAF

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)
FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

FT 12 months

FT 15 months (Feb entry - route code MAARTAAF)

Standard intake points 
(months) October, February

External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

QAA Subject Benchmark: Art and Design (2019)

SEEC Credit Level Descriptors (2021)

Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2014)

Masters Characteristics Statement (2015)
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Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

N/A

HECoS code(s) 100059 100048

UCAS Course Code N/A

Course Aims

Why study this course

This PG degree gives you the flexibility to develop your own practice, whilst working on cross-disciplinary projects and building a 
research and practice based portfolio. The MA provides an exciting environment for you to develop your personal practice 
supported by established practitioner/tutors in your chosen field. The course offers:

• A wide range of facilities with access to technical and digital media such laser-cutting, 3D printing, image processing 
software, moving image software, high definition photographic equipment and high quality photo screen-printing, vacuum 
forming, large format digital textile printer.

• A teaching and learning strategy that is aimed at giving a robust focus to your artistic or design practice.
• Dedicated studio space for you to work, access to workshops and technical support
• Collaboration and guiding undergraduate students hands on practice
• One-to-one contact with staff with an emphasis on your personal creative development.
• Personal tutor in your discipline

Educational Aims

The course focuses on the development of your abilities in the following areas:

Enquiry

Your learning will be largely self-directed and determined by your creative interests, issues, contexts and locations, and forms of 
articulation and dissemination that are most apposite for your practice. At the heart of your work will be the development and 
articulation of self-initiated creative practice, or of responses to issues associated with your chosen art and design discipline. An 
essential feature of the contemporary issues strand of the course will be to help you to relate your practice to theoretical and 
critical ideas and to help you to construct relevant contexts for your work. This will provide you with a framework and means to 
reflect on your practice. You will be exposed to various research approaches, including theoretical, process exploration and 
evaluation.

Wider contexts of understanding in visual practice
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To engage you in analytical and reflective thinking with a consideration of the artistic, critical and cultural contexts associated with 
Art and Design so that you might understand the value of your work and make independent assessments of its progress and the 
learning in which you are involved.

Collaboration

Students on MA Art and Design come from different disciplines and backgrounds.  This course has strong collaborative elements 
and you will work on group projects and have group evaluation discussions.

Group discussion in seminars is key to the development of a critical understanding of your practice and relevant contexts for it. 
Working individually, you have to set your own tasks to achieve your research goals, drawing on previous learning experience to 
achieve creative solutions to common problems.

Enterprise

You will be encouraged to become self-reliant and you will have to decide on action plans and implement these effectively in order 
to complete work. You will produce creative and realistic solutions to complex problems that will include time management, 
monitoring your progress in working to deadlines in developing a professional attitude to practice and enterprise. You will have to 
identify clearly criteria for success and evaluate your own performance against those criteria. The importance of action plans, 
strategies and success criteria will be measured for both individual work and group work, and a professional context.

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1

Subject Knowledge: Evidence a detailed knowledge and 
understanding of the critical and contextual dimensions of Art and 
Design, the significance of the work of other practitioners, and 
developments in current and emerging media and technologies. 

MA Art and Design 

2

Research Skills: Construct sophisticated arguments in current 
practice-led research methods to support your understanding of 
practice-based production and give a critical focus to your own 
creative work

MA Art and Design 

3

Making Skills: Extensively experiment, develop and employ 
materials, media, techniques, methods, technologies and tools 
associated with art and design to develop your practice to a level 
that will sustain you beyond the course as a professional artistic or 
design practitioner or for further research in art and design.

MA Art and Design 
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

4 Concepts & Ideas: Generate ideas independently and autonomously 
to develop independent artistic or design projects. MA Art and Design 

5

Creative Development: Plan and execute complex practice-based 
projects autonomously and professionally to evidence the ability to 
select and apply materials, processes and environments, analysing 
and making connections between intention, outcome, context and 
methods of dissemination

MA Art and Design 

6

Intellectual Property: Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the 
role and impact of intellectual property and copyright within Art and 
Design and its wider context, observing sound and ethical working 
practices, and professional/legal responsibilities relating to the 
subject.

MA Art and Design 

7

Contextual Understanding: Critically analyse, consolidate, apply and 
extend learning in different contexts and situations, both within and 
beyond the field of art and design, exploring issues which arise from 
the creative practitioner's relationship with audiences, environments, 
users, and/or participants.

MA Art and Design 

8

Ethical Awareness: Appraise and respond to contemporary socio-
political, ethical and cultural concerns, which might include but not 
be limited to issues around sustainability, identity, inclusivity, 
diversity and environmental responsibility.

MA Art and Design 

9

Professional Behaviour: Exercise self-management skills in 
managing workloads, collaborative working, interpersonal 
communication, accommodating change and uncertainty to meeting 
deadlines

MA Art and Design 

The course is taught via a wide range of pedagogical practices including: seminar, lectures,’ Crits’, on-line and tutorial-based 
support. Throughout the course you will be involved with the process of reflective practice, which will require you to maintain 
 research journals, that document your creative journey and the unfolding context and nature of your work.

These  research journals are key to  aiding you  in the focus of your research and improve your performance. Through records 
that you keep about the development of your work and from feedback you l receive from your tutors, you will be able to maintain a 
personal profile that monitors your progress enabling  to evaluate the effectiveness of your creative choices in achieving your 
personal and academic aims.  Working individually, you will plan your own tasks to achieve your goals, drawing on previous 
learning experience  and developing new areas of practice to achieve creative solutions, resolve  problems and develop creative 
concepts. At the end of the course you should be able to independently realise a creative project of your own devising that 
demonstrate your own particular insights into the critical, cultural and professional contexts in which your own work is placed. 
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

To help you to learn independently and take responsibility for your own learning, the whole curriculum is organised to promote the 
progressive acquisition and entrenchment of the necessary concepts, skills, attitudes and knowledge associated with Art and 
Design.  The course offers a degree of choice and is flexible in its approach to student learning with an underlying educational 
philosophy of self-directed learning managed and supervised through close contact the student.

Assessment

A range of appropriate assessments will enable you to grow in confidence and demonstrate your acquisition You should, provided 
you have engaged in the course, be able to meet the demands of formal summative assessment in your stride. The requirements 
for assessment range through the types listed below. 

Since self-directed practical projects are at the heart of learning activities they will logically be the subject of assessment.  
Formative and summative assessments of practical assignments are seen as an important method of ensuring your 
understanding, developing relevant cognitive and practical skills and of ensuring personal creative development and progress.

 Continuous appraisal by both peer review and your tutors is a feature of the course and although there are no end-point 
examinations, summative assessment is carried out in relation the work that you produce as part of the course. This will 
predominantly be based on an accumulation of the work that is done as a result of a research enquiry that is initiated and 
developed by you engaging in a range of activities as part of its production.

The following are examples of the various assessment methods used:

• Coursework to include examples of, creative practice in an appropriate medium, associated research material, notebooks, 
research reports, essays, contextual writing.

• Assessments based on individual presentations. 
• Portfolio reviews are a key means of assessing but they are also important for collating work for presentation in a 

professional context, such as an interview.
• Essays and reports feature in developing your writing skills, helping you to express ideas in a variety of ways and styles and 

to develop academic writing skills that are of particular benefit in producing a contextual rationale for your major project. 

Developing your employability

Employability skills are integrated into the course and provide you with an awareness of the real-world context of the creative 
industries in general and Art and Design professions in particular. You will be helped to develop a strategy for obtaining 
appropriate employment at the end of your course.

 

Careers development is integrated into the course and the course seeks to provide you with an awareness of the real-world 
context of the creative industries in general and your specific art and design practice. You will be helped to develop a strategy for 
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obtaining appropriate employment at the end of your course. Professional practice will be emphasised as part of all learning units.

After Graduation

Typical graduate destinations for Art and Design students include:

Direct work within contemporary Arts

• Galleries
• Group Shows
• Craft and enterprise

Work in related areas to art and design practice such as:

• Teaching
• Art administration
• Art promotion
• Community arts projects

Further study at Doctoral level MPhil and PhD.

Additional Information

You will have the opportunity to take part in course visits to artist  studios, external lectures and exhibitions - local, London based 
or national. You will engage with art and design practitioners, and clients through participation in live briefs and competitions, talks 
and workshops from visiting speakers. There will be scope to engage with internal work experience opportunities with the 
School’s in-house design studio, and receive support from the University Careers department in becoming self-employed in order 
to undertake freelance commissions.
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Learning support 

Student Support during the course

All students will be allocated a personal academic tutor (PAT) at the start of the course. The tutor will provide you with personal 
tutorials providing academic support and monitoring of academic and professional development.

You will also have unit tutor and course coordinator who will also be able to assist you with decisions relating to career 
possibilities and final project topics. Unit tutors and the course coordinator are always available to discuss your concerns through 
published office hours, personal appointments arranged by e-mail and informal guidance on the phone. The feedback given to 
students as part of the assessment process will enable self-assessment and development of your learning and skills  and promote 
progress to overcome any of your problems.  Tutors will also refer you to appropriate services in the event of issues that lie 
outside the boundaries of the tutor relationship.

For students where English is your second language, the University provides free English lessons from intermediate up to more 
advanced level English language skills, Library Services offer Study Hub support and tutor led computer skill training workshops.

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

Admissions Criteria

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

Standard regulations apply

 

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

None
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ART001-6 Historical Contexts: Art and Design 7 15 Core TA
12

TA1
2 TA1 TA

1

ART002-6 Studio and Professional Practice 7 45 Core TA
12 TA1TA2TA1TA1

2
TA
1

ART003-6 Contemporary Issues: Art and Design 7 15 Core TA
2 TA1 TA1TA2 TA

12

ART004-6 Studio Practice and Research 7 45 Core TA1TA1TA1TA1

ART005-6 MA Art and Design Major Project 7 60 Core TA1TA2 T1 TA2 TA
2

TA
1
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MAXADAAF- 

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

ART001-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-ESS 10

ART002-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-PO 13

ART005-6 7 SEM1
,2,3 Core CW-PO 13

ART003-6 7 SEM2 Core CW-ESS 10

ART004-6 7 SEM2 Core CW-PO 13

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

CW-PO Coursework - Portfolio

Administrative Information
Faculty Creative Arts Technologies and Science
School School of Arts and Creative Industries*

Head of School/Department Dr Carlota Larrea

Course Coordinator Janet Emmanuel
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