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This is the fifth in a series of five webinars on Contextual 
Safeguarding. For more information about the series, click here. 

Young people can be at risk of experiencing different forms 
of harm in different contexts: at school; in public spaces; and 
even within their peer groups. Young people have said that 
they often do not know what to do or are unhappy with how 
their risk is managed by the adults in their lives. In some cases, 
young people have even been put at greater risk as a result of 
responses to their disclosures. The Contextual Safeguarding 
Team (CST) at the University of Bedfordshire has been 
conducting research which seeks to locate the voices of young 
people within the development of responses to extra-familial 
harm. 

There is significant debate around the role of participation 
activities for young people, and how much they really 
constitute meaningful involvement in decision-making - within 
their own lives, and at organisational or even policy levels. 
What is clear, as identified in the quote from a young person, is 
that young people need to be listened to and centrally located; 
not only in consulting on which services are available to them 
but also in the design and creation of their own support. 

Drawing on the CST’s project work, this webinar will share 
how they are developing ways of working with young people 
to ensure that they are consulted, engaged and participating in 
the development of contextual safeguarding approaches. 

The webinar will: 
• Share the ways in which the CST have worked with 

young people;
• Feedback on young people’s views on extra-familial harm, 

sense of safety and safeguarding;
• Update on how young people have been part of informing 

the development of contextual safeguarding approaches;
• Consider young people’s values and how they are located 

within contextual approaches.
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Reason for not disclosing sexual harm:
It’s about the way the school go 
about it, cos I feel like it’s just 
about punishment and that’s 
why it sort of scares you [to tell] 
because he’ll get punished.
(Focus Group, Student)


