
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title Forensic Science and Criminology, Forensic Science and Criminology (with Foundation Year), Forensic Science (with 
Professional Practice Year)

Final Award BSc (Hons)

Route Code BSFSCAAF/BSFCFAAF/BSFCPAAF

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)
FHEQ Level 6

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

Full-time over 3 years

Part-time pathway typically over 6 years

Full-time with Professional Practice Year over 4 years

Standard intake points 
(months) October

External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

QAA’s Subject benchmark statements for Forensic Science (2022) and Criminology (2019)

Framework for Higher Education Qualifications (2014)

SEEC Credit Level Descriptors (2021)
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Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

None 

HECoS code(s) 100388+100484

UCAS Course Code F420

Course Aims

This course in forensic science and criminology aims to provide students with a broad education in biological and chemical 
sciences, criminological theory and a deep understanding of how these two disciplines support the criminal justice system.

In addition to knowledge and understanding of the core sciences and criminological theory, graduates will gain an understanding 
of the investigative processes through crime scene investigation and the role scene of crime officers play, to the laboratory 
analysis of various evidence types and the role of the forensic scientist as an expert in the evaluation, interpretation and 
presentation of evidence in court.

The course has also been designed to develop graduates with wider skills such as – laboratory analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation of evidence, communication of scientific findings, assessing the strengths and weaknesses of rival criminological and 
sociological explanations, making informed and reasoned arguments, accessing and synthesising information from different 
sources and being able to reflect upon and articulate their own learning experience.

The course also aims to enable students to practise, develop and acquire a number of key skills such as – oral and written 
communication skills, group work skills, information technology skills, learning and study skills, problem solving skills, number 
skills and job search and application skills that are needed to make informed choices when entering the labour market and 
securing employment.

You will be given the opportunity to consider your learning in the context of employability, not only through the scientific proposal 
in level 5 skills (BHS022-2) and the level 6 research project (BHS040-3 or ASS142-3), but also through guest lectures from 
relevant employers and from the University’s careers service.

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1
Demonstrate confident familiarity with core knowledge of biological 
science and chemistry applied to forensic science, including current 
topics at the forefront of forensic science.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

2

Be aware of the importance of processing, recording, preservation, 
recovery and scientific analysis, and the roles they play in the 
continuity of evidence collection and contamination prevention at the 
crime scene and within the laboratory.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

3
Analyse data and situations, without guidance using techniques 
appropriate to criminological, biological and forensic science 
contexts.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

4
Critically review biological and criminological information and data 
supporting conclusions, including reliability of the data, validity and 
significance.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

5

Access and evaluate bioscience and criminological information from 
a variety of sources and communicate the principles both orally and 
in writing (e.g. essays, laboratory reports) in a way that is well-
organised, topical and recognises the limits of current hypotheses.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

6
Undertake a research project, with minimum guidance, transforming 
abstract data and concepts into a clear hypothesis that can be 
tested experimentally and reported in the form of a dissertation.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

7

Demonstrate ability in a range of appropriate practical techniques 
and skills relevant to work in biological and forensic sciences. This 
will include the ability to place the work in context and to suggest 
lines of further investigation.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

8

Be aware of professional responsibility and conduct expected in a 
forensic scientist and criminologist, and be able to construct 
reasoned arguments to support their position based on ethical and 
social advances in our knowledge of forensic science, criminology 
and biosciences generally.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

9
Effectively plan and manage lifelong learning autonomously within 
broad guidelines. In particular, show an ability to reflect on their own 
practice and that of the professionals they encounter.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)

10

Evidence and have a clear knowledge of the approaches (theories), 
frameworks, variety of techniques for analysis within the discipline of 
criminology and evaluate how those approaches allow for a better 
understanding of crime, victimisation and responses to crime within 
a complex and changing social environment.

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (all 
routes)
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11
Demonstrate knowledge and analytical understanding of 
professional practice by successfully completing an approved period 
of approved work place practice

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology (with 
Professional Placement Year)

Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

The BSc (Hons) Forensic Science and Criminology course is designed to introduce students to fundamental principles of 
anatomy, physiology, chemistry, genetics, crime scene management and basic criminology at level 4. Assessments at level 4 
therefore focus on knowledge retention and understanding (end of year examinations) as well as the ability to produce effective 
written reports to present data from laboratory practical sessions. These reports use a structure that is the professional standard 
for publishing scientific or criminological research and encourage students to employ an effective method in considering the 
background and aim of the study, the appropriateness of the method employed, the reliability of the results obtained, and the 
meaning of any data in a broader context.

As students’ progress through level 5 they are expected to apply their basic understanding to novel situations and the analysis of 
more complex scientific phenomena and criminological concepts. The assessment criteria weighting changes from an emphasis 
on subject understanding and written structure at level 4, to an emphasis on accurate analysis of the results, critical evaluation of 
the method and data, and effective use of literature at level 5. Similarly, end of year exams involve short essay answers allowing 
students to demonstrate broader understanding of the subject material and an ability to apply their knowledge in different 
contexts. Additionally, level 5 students will complete a business proposal assignment in their BHS022-2 skills unit that requires 
that they assess the published literature to identify a need that they can address through proposal of a novel 
experiment/product/service. This requires students to develop and practice the scientific method to generate hypotheses, and to 
consider the commercialisation and broader applicability of the science.

At level 6 students are expected to demonstrate an ability to integrate varied knowledge and to critically evaluate their 
understanding. Students will write reports based on the laboratory work, evaluate and communicate case study information 
through the production of a scientific webinar, as well as participate in mock court scenarios in their role of expert 
witness. Students will be introduced to essential topics around the interpretation and presentation of forensic evidence, including 
use of statistics to support casework conclusions, how to write a full witness statement, and how to present their findings in court. 
Teaching throughout this year is more student focused and students are expected to lead discussion, and to devise their own 
research question to answer a forensic case related query. As part of this project, students will be required to assess literature to 
support their research and then present a novel hypothesis in their dissertations which they defend in a viva voce. End of year 
exams are long essay based to enable students to demonstrate knowledge synthesis and critical evaluation.

Teaching at all levels employs laboratory practicals to teach technical skills and enable students to apply their learning from 
lectures in an employment related setting. The choice of a forensic or criminology-based research project will enable you to 
investigate a specific topic in detail. This will involve independent study, under the guidance of an allocated supervisor, leading 
towards a project report, an experience that closely mimics that of graduates working in research positions. Students will use 
research diaries and carry out a reflective evaluation of their research and experimental results to develop key employability skills.

Assessment is integral in all units to check that you have met the threshold standards expected to pass each unit. They are also 
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linked to learning and are designed to develop and assess key subject specific and transferable skills for future employment. The 
requirements of each assessment will be detailed in a formal assessment brief document and discussed in teaching sessions. 
Formative assessment activities including preparation for the end-of-unit examinations are integral to the unit delivery to support 
student learning and development.

The assessment tasks will include:

• End of unit examination (unseen written or multi-choice examinations);
• Written reports;
• Witness statements;
• Streamlined Forensic Report
• Analytical assignments
• Case study-based learning, with written reports or poster presentation of findings;
• Record keeping and reflection through laboratory notebook / research diary;
• Literature review;
• Enterprise proposal;
• Mock court presentation;
• Webinar production; and
• Oral presentation.

The University’s commitment to development of practical skills and the ability to communicate and interpret data through scientific 
report writing is emphasised at all levels of the programme. As such, practical (laboratory) reports form a significant proportion of 
your assessment.

Assessment throughout the later units, most notably in the level 6 research project, will call upon you to develop abstract writing 
and journal review skills to promote critical thinking and integration of knowledge across the course units. The importance of oral 
communication skills is also acknowledged, as some units in level 5 of the award require all students to undertake oral 
presentations as a part of the unit assessments. This is then continued in level 6 units.
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Learning support 

Students are actively supported through their assessments both directly in subject specific areas by tutors, and by working with 
the Study Hub to provide targeted workshops to support academic skills development. The focal areas include an introduction to 
academic integrity, developing good academic practice, scientific writing, use of statistics, and communication of science to 
diverse audiences including presentation skills also aligned to assessment requirements. 

Throughout course delivery workshops and tutorials are used to support the development of academic skills, alongside the 
learning and the assessment process. All in-course assessments are supported by timetabled, interactive tutorial sessions with 
formative assessment tasks, as appropriate. In addition, assessments that are based around practical work will involve a briefing 
before, and a session after the laboratory work to explain further the expectations of the assessment and support specific tasks 
such as data analysis. Examinations are supported by timetabled revision sessions and by workshop sessions covering examples 
of past examinations and the expectations of examination questions at each level.

To assist our learners, assignment briefs a uniform set of information and a consistent set of assessment criteria across the 
course. At the start of each level, students are given introductory session(s) that set out the expectations for each year. For entry 
points, several sessions are used to provide guidance and support to students joining the University. These provide details of 
support for the development of academic skills and learning from the School, the Study Hub and initiatives such as peer-assisted 
learning (PASS scheme). For students progressing between levels, introductory sessions are also provided to ensure the students 
are aware of the change in expectations of learning and assessment. This will flag areas such as expectations for increased self-
directed learning, critical thinking and analysis that are expected as students go through the learning process.

A key aim for the school is the integration of transferable skills within learning and assessment to enhance employability. Our 
courses build awareness of business applications of knowledge with assessments that develop practical ideas and employability. 
This is supported by the University’s Careers and Employability service throughout the course.

Students who commit academic offences due to a lack of clear understanding of academic integrity are further supported by being 
invited to attend academic practice guidance (APG) meetings with course staff to discuss the issues, and to refer them to the 
university academic integrity resource (AIR) to encourage them to develop good academic skills.

As highlighted, alongside the direct support by the School, the University provides a comprehensive student support service 
includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those 
with physical or learning needs or more general student well-being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal 
Academic Tutoring system; a student managed peer-assisted learning scheme; and the University’s Careers and Employability 
providing support on the transition to the workplace.

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

DocumentID - 5986Document Status - PUBLISHED ValidFrom Date- 01/08/2022

Page 6 of 14Route(s) - BSFSCAAF/BSFCFAAF/BSFCPAAF

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements


Admissions Criteria
Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

None.

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

None

DocumentID - 5986Document Status - PUBLISHED ValidFrom Date- 01/08/2022

Page 7 of 14Route(s) - BSFSCAAF/BSFCFAAF/BSFCPAAF

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information


Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ASS073-1 Introduction to Criminology 4 30 Core T1T
2

T1T
2

T1T
2 

BHS004-1 Human Anatomy and Physiology 4 30 Core T1
T2 T2 T1T

2
T1T

2 T2

BHS005-1 Skills in Forensic Science 4 30 Core T1 T1T
2 T1 T2 T1 

BHS016-1 Molecular Genetics 4 15 Core T1 T2 T2 T1T
2

BHS022-1 Chemistry 4 15 Core T1 T2 T2 T1T
2

ASS056-2 Crimes of the Powerful 5 15 Core D1
D2

D1
D2

D1D
2 

ASS100-2 Theorising Crime, Punishment and Justice 5 30 Core D1
D2

D1
D2

D1D
2 

ASS112-2 Cybercrime 5 15 Core D2 D1
D2

D1
D2

D1
D2 D2 

BHS022-2 Skills in Science 5 15 Core D1 D1 D1
D2 D1

BHS045-2 Crimes Against Property 5 15 Core D1
D2

D1
D2

D1
D2

D1
D2

D1
D2 D1

BHS046-2 Animals and Plants in Crime 5 15 Core D1
D2

D1
D2 D2 D2 D1

D2 D2 D1
D2 

BHS047-2 Biology in Forensic Science 5 15 Core D1 D1
D2 D2 D1

D2 D2 D2 D1
D2 

ASS142-3 SASS Change Maker Research Dissertation 6 45 Core A1 A1A
2

A1
A2 A1 

ASS144-3 Urban Crime 6 30 Core A1A
2 A2 A1A

2
A1A
2 

BHS038-3 Interpretation and Presentation of  Evidence 6 30 Core A2 A1A
2

A1A
2

A1A
2

A1A
2

A1
A2 
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BHS039-3 Forensic Analysis 6 15 Core A1
A2

A1A
2 A1 A2 A2 A2 

BHS040-3 Integrated Forensic Science Research Project 6 45 Core A1
A2 A1 A2 A1A

2 A2 A2 A2 A1 A1 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

BHS020-2 Professional Practice Year 5 0 Core
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

BSFSCAAF- Forensic Science and Criminology

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

ASS073-1 4 SEM1 Core CW-LR 8 EX-CB 13

BHS005-1 4 SEM1 Core CW-OT 10 CW-PO 12

BHS004-1 4 SEM2 Core CW-ESS 9 EX-CB 13

BHS016-1 4 SEM2 Core EX-CB 13

BHS022-1 4 SEM2 Core WR-LAB 6 IT-PT 13

ASS100-2 5 SEM1 Core WR-I 6 EX 13

BHS045-2 5 SEM1 Core CW-OT 9 EX 13

BHS047-2 5 SEM1 Core CW-OT 12

ASS056-2 5 SEM2 Core CW-CS 13

ASS112-2 5 SEM2 Core CW-RW 12

BHS022-2 5 SEM2 Core PR-OR 11

BHS046-2 5 SEM2 Core EX-OT 13

BHS038-3 6 SEM1 Core CW-OT 8 CW-OT 11

BHS039-3 6 SEM1 Core EX 13

ASS144-3 6 SEM2 Core PR-ORAL 7 WR-I 10

ASS142-3 6 TY Option CW-ESS 6 PJ-DIS 26

BHS040-3 6 TY Option WR-PO 6 PJ-ART 25 PJ-DIS 25 PR-OR 26
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BSFCPAAF- Forensic Science and Criminology with Professional Practice Year

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

BHS020-2 5
30 
WEEK
S

Core CW-PO 26

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-CS Coursework - Case Study

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

CW-LR Coursework - Literature Review

CW-OT Coursework Other

CW-PO Coursework - Portfolio

CW-RW Coursework - Reflective Writing

EX Exam (Invigilated)

EX-CB Computer-based Invigilated Examination

EX-OT Invigilated Exam-Other including open book

IT-PT Summative in-class test or phase test

PJ-ART Coursework - Artefact

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

PR-OR Practical - Oral Presentation

WR-I Coursework - Individual Report

WR-LAB Coursework - Laboratory Report

WR-PO Coursework - Poster
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Administrative Information
Faculty Creative Arts Technologies and Science
School School of Life Sciences

Head of School/Department Prof Prasad S Sreenivasaprasad

Course Coordinator Vicki Barlow
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