
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title MA Criminology

Final Award MA

Route Code MACRMAAF / MACRMAAP

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)
FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

15 months, full-time

27 months, part-time

Standard intake points 
(months) October

External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

QAA Quality Code section A1 (The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications).

QAA Master’s degree characteristics, March 2020.

QAA Subject Benchmark statement: Criminology, 2014.

Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement
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HECoS code(s) 100484

UCAS Course Code

Course Aims

The MA in Criminology is designed to allow you to develop a systematic understanding and critical awareness of the various 
settings relating to offending and the responses of the state to offending behaviours. By taking this course you will acquire the 
ability to deal with complex problems of an unfamiliar and unpredictable nature, and at the end of the course you will have 
completed a substantial research project. This knowledge and skills are highly desirable attributes for employability.

The aim of the Masters in Criminology is to enable you to achieve:

• Critical in-depth knowledge of Criminology demonstrating a systematic understanding of how that knowledge is created
• Knowledge that is informed by research at the forefront of the study of criminal justice, crime and offending
• The ability to apply demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge in addressing problems relating to criminal 

justice, crime and offending
• A critical awareness of the social, political and cultural context that informs the discipline
• The ability to conduct research into an area of Criminology demonstrating skills in independent study and so become highly 

specialised in a particular area
• Communication skills that allow you to effectively relate your findings to others
• Employability in the ability to exercise independent learning and the ability to develop and use effectively a range of new 

skills relevant to the workplace.

These educational aims will allow you to achieve evidence based levels of personal enquiry and the ability to understand and 
have knowledge of the broader context of the discipline of criminology. This knowledge, and the ability to apply knowledge and 
skills, together with the collaborative approach adopted in the learning and the ability to make sound judgements based upon your 
knowledge, will equip you with the qualities and skills necessary for employment at a senior level.
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1
An in-depth knowledge of criminology informed by current 
scholarship, and the ability to work independently and critically 
review and analyse scholarship

MA Criminology

2
A systematic knowledge and critical awareness of the theoretical 
dimensions of criminology and how they relate to the current social 
and political frameworks, 

MA Criminology

3
How the theory and frameworks of the discipline influence and 
determine the application of practice to criminal justice, crime and 
offending.

MA Criminology

4

An ability to undertake a critical discussion, systematic review and 
analysis of a complex, unfamiliar or unpredictable criminological 
problem and by using appropriate methodologies work 
independently to produce, with some originality, an understanding 
informed by current scholarship.

MA Criminology

The pedagogic rationale underpinning the Masters in Criminology is to allow student to develop knowledge and skills 
incrementally across the course. In brief, the first semester of the course will provide for students’ knowledge of current theory, 
developments, practices and research models. This will be delivered in a range of teaching styles including lectures and seminars, 
supported by the expectation of postgraduate learning through guided, independent and autonomous personal study. The 
assessment strategy will allow students to demonstrate high level skills of evaluation, synthesis, critical awareness of scholarship 
and the ability to formulate solutions and communicate findings. In addition, students will be expected to reflect on their academic 
and professional development through the reflective journal and will contribute to the reflection on performance and professional 
development across the first two semesters. 

The second semester, while continuing to teach through the framework of lectures and seminars, knowledge gained in the first 
semester in Research will allow students to take charge of the direction of their own learning through developing specialist 
knowledge in a range of option units. The structure of the second semester will allow in future years’ additional option units that 
reflect the research areas of staff and allow dynamic development of the curriculum where necessary.  The expectation of 
autonomous personal study complementing and reinforcing the learning is a central aspect of the learning experience. 
Assessment will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate a critical awareness of the literature and the application of 
knowledge into practice with regard to the current social and political frameworks.   Feedback on assessments, and the reflections 
gained through the learning, will enable students to critically assess their learning and develop where necessary.   Throughout the 
second semester the dissertation (taken in the third semester) will form an integral part of the learning process, and students will 
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

begin to focus on, and explore potential areas for their research. This thinking will be underpinned by the input of the personal 
tutor and allocation of a supervisor and option units taken, and the autonomous learning will allow students to develop ideas 
supported by staff. Supervisors will be appointed during the second semester and ethical approaches, ideas and methodologies 
can be explored in a timely fashion. Teaching in lectures and seminars/workshops will be scheduled across both the first and 
second semester.

The third semester will be devoted entirely to the Dissertation under the guidance of an allocated supervisor. By this stage 
students will have developed an ability to undertake a critical discussion, systematic review and analysis of a complex area of 
study and successfully deliver a Dissertation providing innovative, creative and original solutions. Through the delivery of the 
Dissertation students will demonstrate a range of high level skills and the ability to work autonomously, enhancing employability.

Thus, the balance between scheduled, guided, independent and autonomous learning will clearly shift as students’ progress 
through the course. In the first semester students will be guided to a greater extent in Perspectives and Research while in the 
second semester option choices a far greater degree of independent and autonomous learning is expected. This teaching and 
learning strategy of increasing independence will naturally lead to the autonomous dissertation under supervision.

Assessment aims to enhance the learning experience rather than simply provide academic hurdles to be surmounted. 
Nonetheless it must offer a reliable test of the student’s level of academic attainment. To achieve this, the assessment methods 
used must relate closely to the intended unit learning outcomes as evidenced in the UIF’s, whilst allowing the student maximum 
scope for creativity in fulfilling them. 

The assessment strategy is intended to enable students to:

1. Show originality in the application of knowledge and understand how the boundaries are advanced through research,
2. Deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively and show originality in tackling and solving problems, and,
3. Have the qualities needed for employment in circumstances requiring sound judgement, personal responsibility and 

initiative in complex and unpredictable professional environments.

The range of assessment methods to be used will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate their competence in a 
variety of ways reflective of different learning styles and will ensure the focus upon a critical awareness of the literature and 
knowledge of the current social and political frameworks. 

The assessment strategy is integrated with teaching to allow for a level of reflection and allow students to acquire knowledge that 
can be demonstrated in the assessments. 

Throughout the course, feedback on assessments taken in the first two semesters, and the reflections gained through the learning 
journey, will enable students to critically assess their learning and develop where necessary.   
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Learning support 

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

Admissions Criteria
Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

N/A

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

N/A
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ASS015-6 Youth Justice: current issues and critical perspectives 7 15 Core 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS016-6 Young People, Group Offending and Violent Crime 7 15 Option 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS058-6 Theories and Perspectives in Crime and Criminal Justice 7 30 Core 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS061-6 Offenders and Offending: The experience of end to end 
offender management 7 15 Option TA

12
12T
A

12T
A

ASS062-6 Financial Crime and Financial Offending 7 15 Option 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS063-6 The Mentally Disordered Offender 7 15 Option TA
12

12T
A

12T
A

ASS064-6 Complexities in Forced Migration: Human Displacement, 
Trafficking and Refuge 7 15 Option 12T

A
12T
A

12T
A

ASS065-6 Dissertation 7 60 Core 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS129-6 Research Methods 1: Setting Deep Foundations 7 15 Core 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS130-6 Research Methods 2: Design, Data Collection and Ethics 7 15 Core 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS142-6 Evidenced Based Policing: targeting, testing and 
tracking. 7 15 Option 12T

A
12T
A

12T
A
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MACRMAAF / MACRMAAP- MA Criminology

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

ASS015-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-ESS 11

ASS058-6 7 SEM1 Core WR-I 6 IT-PT 12

ASS129-6 7 SEM1 Core WR-I 10

ASS016-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 13

ASS061-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-PO 13

ASS062-6 7 SEM2 Option CW-CS 13

ASS063-6 7 SEM2 Option PR-OR 12

ASS064-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 13

ASS130-6 7 SEM2 Core WR-I 12

ASS142-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-PR 13

ASS065-6 7 SEM3
-1 Core PR-OR 21 PJ-DIS 25

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-CS Coursework - Case Study

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

IT-PT Summative in-class test or phase test

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

PR-OR Practical - Oral Presentation

WR-I Coursework - Individual Report
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WR-PO Coursework - Poster

WR-PR Coursework - Problem Based Report

Administrative Information
Faculty Health and Social Sciences
School School of Applied Social Studies

Head of School/Department Alison Tresidder

Course Coordinator Gary Manders
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