
Course Information Form
This Course Information Form provides the definitive record of the designated course

Section A: General Course Information

Course Title MA International Social Welfare and Social Development

Final Award MA

Route Code MASWDAAF/MASWDAAP

Intermediate 
Qualification(s)
FHEQ Level 7

Location of Delivery University Square Campus, Luton

Mode(s) and length of 
study 

15 months, full-time

27 months, part-time

Standard intake points 
(months) October

External Reference 
Points as applicable 
including Subject 
Benchmark 

QAA Quality Code section A1(The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications) (2014

QAA Master’s Degree characteristics (2020)

QAA Social Work Benchmark Statements (2019)

Global Standards for Social Work (2020)
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Professional, Statutory 
or Regulatory Body 
(PSRB) accreditation or 
endorsement

HECoS code(s) 100471

UCAS Course Code

Course Aims

Why study this course?

This MA offers global perspectives, theoretical foundations, ethics and practice skills equipping social welfare and social 
development professionals to respond effectively in diverse country contexts and make global-local connections.

Educational Aims 

Social welfare is a global profession practiced by a range of actors in different contexts. This course will give students 
comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the theoretical, ethical and political underpinnings of social welfare and social 
development around the world. It will develop cultural competence and the ability to work effectively in different global contexts. 
The course will enable students to develop and use skills of critical thinking, enquiry and evaluation in response to human need, 
encouraging reflectiveness, increasing self-awareness and questioning of models of practice.  It aims to develop team working 
skills and expose students to multi-disciplinary and culturally diverse working, both through collaboration with other students, and 
through experience gained in a placement within an NGO/voluntary organisation.  The course aims to equip students with the 
skills to carry out research and to understand the implications of research for practice.  It also provides the opportunity to acquire 
in-depth knowledge of a specialist subject of your own choosing.
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Course Learning 
Outcomes

Upon successful completion of your course you should meet the appropriate learning outcomes for your award shown in the table 
below 

Outcome Award

1

Demonstrate a comprehensive and critical understanding of the 
knowledge, theoretical and ethical underpinnings and approaches to 
international social welfare and social development in diverse global 
contexts.

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

2

Demonstrate an in-depth and critical understanding , knowledge and 
awareness of global-local connections in international social welfare 
and social development and the ability to make sense of complex 
situations in diverse practice contexts within a framework of ethics 
and social justice

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

3
Critically compare and evaluate different welfare regimes and 
indigenous responses to human need within a framework of equality 
and social justice.

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

4 Develop and apply reflective skills, consider ethical aspects of 
practice including attention to power and anti-discriminatory practice.

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

5

Demonstrate comprehensive understanding, knowledge and critical 
awareness of Option subject specialisms and an understanding of 
how to apply this knowledge in different global contexts, maintaining 
self –awareness and professional standards.

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

6
Demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and critical appreciation of 
research models and methods and a high level of skill in evaluating 
and undertaking research, acting within a robust ethical framework. 

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

7 Demonstrate a critical appreciation of evidence –based practice and 
the ability to apply this to their own practice contexts.

MA in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development

Learning and Teaching 

The course has been designed to provide comprehensive coverage and to give students a wide degree of choice which they can 
tailor to suit their own practice and organisational interests.   

The MA is delivered across four semesters for the full time course. Each semester delivers a learning experience that sequentially 
builds the learning across the course. 

In the first semester students will take a 30 credit core unit providing robust theoretical underpinning and knowledge which is s 
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Teaching, learning and 
assessment strategies 

complemented by two, 15 credit research skills core units in preparation for the dissertation., 

In the second semester, students will undertake a 30 credit core unit is taught which focuses on applying knowledge gained in the 
first semester Core subject unit to practice and comparative contexts. Students will choose two option 15 credit units allowing 
them to specialise and focus on areas of specific interest. The final semester (3) is given to the research dissertation.

Teaching in the first and second semesters will be delivered through lectures and seminar/workshops and will allow students to 
gain cutting edge core knowledge and research skills to enable them to take direction of their second semester learning and 
inform their dissertation choice. The research methods teaching will be shared across all three MA’s.

The learning is structured in such a way as to allow students to develop increasing autonomy and ownership of the direction of 
their learning. This will be achieved through stages of guided core learning, option choices to allow students to determine the 
direction of their learning and finally to the independent learning of the dissertation. Teaching styles will encourage discussion and 
debate and the sharing of knowledge and experience between students.   

By undertaking the Masters, students will be guided in their learning through scheduled lectures and seminars/workshops as part 
of unit learning, but as postgraduates will undertake significant amounts of independent and autonomous learning to acquire 
knowledge at the cutting edge of scholarship and communicate this learning in an effective and professional manner.

Assessment 

Case studies, presentations and tools for reflective learning are used extensively in assessment to ensure a depth of knowledge is 
evidenced and the ability to communicate complex information in a variety of formats to both specialist and non-specialist 
audiences.

The assessment methods used relate closely to the intended unit learning outcomes as evidenced in the UIF’s, and provide 
scope for  choice and creativity in fulfilling them 

The assessment strategy is intended to enable students to:

1. Show originality in the application of knowledge and understand how the boundaries are advanced through research.
2. Deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively and show originality in tackling and solving problems, and,
3. Have the qualities needed for employment in circumstances requiring ethical judgement, critical knowledge reflective skills 

and cultural competence as well as deep awareness of global and local issues and their connections. 

Formative assessment is used in the course to support students’ learning building up their ability to receive and act upon 
feedback   as they progress in their studies.  A focus on the application of theory to practice will be expected in this Award and the 
ability to demonstrate knowledge of the ethical, political and social underpinnings of practice in global and local contexts.

In summary the assessment methods used across the course include:
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• Written essay assignments – these vary from case studies to appraisal of practice approaches which allow students to 
demonstrate the ability to provide written evaluation and synthesis in their scholarship. 

• Oral presentations and posters and a podcast which demonstrate verbal and presentational skills in communicating 
complex materials/information to diverse audiences

• The Dissertation allows students to undertake a complex research project in an area of their choice and communicate 
knowledge, findings and recommendations demonstrating the ability to implement and deliver a self-directed, complex and 
solution focused professional task.

Learning support 

The University’s comprehensive student support service includes: Student Information Desk, a one-stop shop for any initial 
enquiries; Student Support team advising and supporting those with physical or learning needs or more general student well 
being; Study Hub team providing academic skills guidance; Personal Academic Tutoring system; a student managed Peer-
Assisted Learning scheme; support from your lecturers

https://www.beds.ac.uk/entryrequirements

Admissions Criteria
Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Admission

N/A

https://www.beds.ac.uk/about-us/our-university/academic-information

Assessment 
Regulations

Note: Be aware that our regulations change every year 

Approved Variations and Additions to Standard Assessment Regulations’

N/A
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Section B: Course Structure

The Units which make up the course are listed below. Each unit contributes to the achievement of the course learning outcomes either through 
teaching (T), general development of skills and knowledge (D) or in your assessments (A). 

Unit Unit Name Level Credits Core or 
Option

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

ASS064-6 Complexities of Forced Migration: Human Displacement, 
Trafficking and Refuge 7 15 Option 12T

A
12T
A

ASS066-6 International Social Welfare and Social Development 7 30 Core 12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS067-6 Comparative Social Welfare and Cultural Competence – 
Approaches, Policy and Practice 7 30 Core 12T

A
12T
A

12T
A

ASS069-6 Humanitarian Aid, Non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and Social Welfare in Disasters 7 15 Core 12T

A
12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

ASS071-6 Gender in International Social Welfare and Social 
Development 7 15 Option 12T

A
12T
A

ASS072-6 Dissertation: International Social Welfare and Social 
Development 7 60 Core 12T

A
12T
A

12T
A

12T
A

12
TA

12
TA

ASS099-6 Human Rights 7 15 Option 12T
A

12T
A

ASS119-6 Abuse, Exploitation and Human Trafficking 7 15 Option 12T
A

12T
A

NEWRM1 Research Methods1: Setting Deep Foundations 7 15 Core 12
TA

12
TA

NEWRM2 Research Methods2: Design, Data Collection and Ethics 7 15 Core 12
TA

12
TA

NEWSE Social Enterprise 7 15 Option 12T
A

12T
A
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Section C: Assessment Plan

The course is assessed as follows :

MAISWAAF- MA in International Social Welfare and Social Development

Unit Code Level Period Core/Option Ass 1 Type
code 

Ass 1 Submit
wk

Ass 2 Type
code 

Ass 2 Submit 
wk

Ass 3 Type 
code 

Ass 3 Submit 
wk

Ass 4 Type 
code 

Ass 4 Submit 
wk

ASS066-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-RW 7 CW-ESS 14

ASS069-6 7 SEM1 Core CW-CS 15

NEWRM1 7 SEM1 Core WR-I 10

ASS064-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 14

ASS067-6 7 SEM2 Core CW-RW 10 CW-CS 14

ASS071-6 7 SEM2 Option CW-CS 15

ASS099-6 7 SEM2 Option PR-OR 15

ASS119-6 7 SEM2 Option WR-PO 14

NEWRM2 7 SEM2 Core WR-I 12

NEWSE 7 SEM2 Option WR-I 13

ASS072-6 7 SEM3
-1 Core PR-OR 26 PJ-DIS 30

Glossary of Terms for Assessment Type Codes

CW-CS Coursework - Case Study

CW-ESS Coursework - Essay

CW-RW Coursework - Reflective Writing

PJ-DIS Coursework - Dissertation Report

PR-OR Practical - Oral Presentation

WR-I Coursework - Individual Report
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WR-PO Coursework - Poster

Administrative Information
Faculty Health and Social Sciences
School School of Applied Social Studies

Head of School/Department Alison Tresidder

Course Coordinator Lena Opfermann
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