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Reading Lists

We have produced a series of 
reading lists, on the following 
topics:

• Working with 
Racial/Ethnic Diversity;

• Child Sexual Exploitation;
• Professional Resilience;
• Domestic Violence and 

Abuse;
• County Lines.

To access these resources, 
please click here.
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Making Research Count (MRC) is a well established national social care research dissemination 
project. To this end a network of Universities across England work closely with local agency partners 
to develop the use of research in terms of service design, commissioning and day to day practice.

Since the onset of the Covid 19 crisis we have moved our events programme online and, in the summer 
term, 3000 practitioners attended a series of conferences seminars and other forums across adults and 
children’s services. This reflected the appetite among practitioners for opportunities to continue their 
professional development and debate, discuss and learn in the challenging environment we are living 
and working through. Details of our current programme of events can be found at: 
www.beds.ac.uk/mrc.

In addition to our online programme of events, we have produced a range of electronic resources for 
those working in, or with, children’s social care.

Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services
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Justice, Inequality and Gender-Based Violence 
This one-day conference was held in central 
London, in May 2019.

Presentations/speakers:
About the Research Project 
Prof Marianne Hester, University of Bristol

Victims of Rape and 
Specialist Sexual Violence Services 
Sarah Jane Walker, University of Bristol

Protection Orders for 
Victims of Gender Based Violence 
Dr Lis Bates, University of Bristol

Procedural (In)justice in the Narratives of 
Victim/Survivors of Gender-Based Violence 
Prof Amanda Robinson, Cardiff University 
Dr Nathan Eisenstadt, University of Bristol

Faith and the Search for Justice 
Dr Hilary Abrahams, Dr Nadia Aghtaie and 
Dr Natasha Mulvihill, University of Bristol

What Do Survivors Think About Justice? 
Dr Emma Williamson, University of Bristol

Children and Gender Based Violence 
Prof Marianne Hester, University of Bristol

Survivors’ Perspectives on 
(Being Forced to Have) Sex with Third Parties 
Dr Andrea Matolcsi, University of Bristol

Black and Minority Ethnic Groups 
Dr Geetanjali Gangoli, University of Bristol

To access these recordings, please click on the 
image above, or click  here

Videos:
Some of our events have been recorded. The 
videos are available, to subscribing members of 
Making Research Count, on our website. Please 
click on the images to access the recordings.

21st Century Contact:
Young People In Care 
and Their Contact with Birth Families 
Via Mobile Communication Devices
Dr Jenny Simpson 
University of Northampton
in conversation with
James Blewett 
Making Research Count, King’s College London
Under Section 34 of the Children Act 1989, local 
authorities have a legal duty to make every 
effort to ensure that a child in care can maintain 
links with his/her birth parents and other wider 
family members.

Dr Jenny Simpson’s research has explored how 
young people in care made use of mobile 
communication devices and the Internet for 
contact. In this webinar, in May 2020, she talked 
about her work in conversation with James 
Blewett, and participants were invited to join in 
the discussion.

This webinar addresses:

• How young people in care engaged in 
contact, and with whom;

• The responses by social work practitioners 
and foster carers to the risks that they 
identified;

• Some of the practice challenges and possible 
solutions, for social work practitioners and 
foster carers, in terms of the management of 
risk.

Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/resources-past-events/justice-gbv-conference/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/resources-past-events/justice-gbv-conference/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/resources-past-events/21st-contact-seminar-video/
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Parental Alienation in the Family Courts
Dr Adrienne Barnett, Brunel University London

Dr Adrienne Barnett was called to the Bar of 
England and Wales in 1981 and practised for over 
30 years, for most of which she specialised in 
Family Law, primarily representing parents and  
children in serious care cases and in private law 
cases involving allegations of domestic abuse. 
Adrienne is now a Senior Lecturer in Law at 
Brunel University London. Her specialist area of 
research is domestic abuse and the family courts, 
including parental alienation. She has published 
widely and presented papers at numerous 
academic and professional conferences in the UK 
and abroad.

In this webinar, in July 2020, Adrienne discussed 
the emergence and development of parental 
alienation (PA) in England and Wales. She 
considered the background into which PA first 
appeared in private law proceedings 
concerning children in England and Wales, and 
examined how it progressed in the case law 
through the changing political and discursive 
context of private family law. She noted a clear 
pattern of PA being raised in family proceedings 
and in political and popular arenas in response 
to concerns about and measures to address 
domestic abuse. The case law revealed a high 
incidence of domestic abuse perpetrated by 
parents (principally fathers) who were claiming 
that the resident parents (principally mothers) 
had alienated the children against them, which 
raises questions about the purpose of PA.

While PA has had a chequered history and is 
not without its critics, it has become part of the 
discursive repertoire of current family law, with 
increasingly harsh consequences for women and 
children.

That Other Epidemic: County Lines
Prof John Pitts, University of Bedfordshire
in conversation with 
Dr Tim Bateman, University of Bedfordshire
County Lines involves the criminal exploitation 
of children and young people by gangs and 
organised crime networks. Children are groomed 
into trafficking drugs, across county lines, with 
promises of money, friendship and status. Once 
drawn in, they are controlled using threats, 
violence and sexual abuse.

In this webinar, in July 2020, Dr Tim Bateman 
asked Prof John Pitts about the evolution of 
illicit drug distribution in England and Wales, 
and its impact upon the children and young 
people affected. They discussed the operation of 
County Lines before and during the current 
pandemic, and explored good practice in 
responding to this form of exploitation.

Dr Tim Bateman (discussant) is a Reader in Youth 
Justice, and Joint Director of the Vauxhall Centre 
for the Study of Crime at the University of 
Bedfordshire. His main research and teaching 
interests are youth crime and youth justice, 
youth custody and resettlement, the experiences 
of children in conflict with the law, and children’s 
rights in youth justice.

John Pitts is Vauxhall Professor of Socio-Legal 
Studies at the University of Bedfordshire, Joint 
Director of the Vauxhall Centre for the Study of 
Crime and Visiting Professor of Criminology at 
the Universities of Kent and Suffolk. In the past 
fifteen years John has undertaken studies of 
violent youth gangs and drug markets in 
London, Manchester, West Yorkshire and East 
Anglia.

Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/resources-past-events/county-lines-seminar-video/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/resources-past-events/parental-alienation-webinar-video/
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Personality Disorders: 
Implications for Social Work 
with Adults, Children and Families
Dr Julia Warrener, University of Hertfordshire
This webinar, in September 2020, was organised 
by Making Research Count at the University of 
York. The speaker, and colleagues at MRC York, 
have generously made it available to members 
of MRC Bedfordshire and King’s College London.

Utilising research findings from her qualitative 
study, in this webinar Julia considered both 
service users’ and mental health social 
workers’ understanding of personality disorder. 
She also explored the ‘nature’ of social work 
practice in this area and critically asserted a so-
cial perspective on personality disorder, to under-
line social work’s contribution to modern mental 
health services and, vitally,  more 
effective outcomes for people living with 
personality disorder.

‘Identity Theft’: 
Living with Domestic Abuse
Dr Jo Neale, University of Bedfordshire
In this presentation, Jo explores the process of 
‘identity theft’ that, she argues, is a feature of 
intimate partner abuse. Data are taken from 
semi-structured narrative-style interviews 
that she carried out with fourteen women who 
had experienced domestic abuse from a male 
partner.

Jo draws on Erving Goffman’s (1968) work on 
‘total institutions’, and Hannah Hale’s (2008) 
study of masculinity in the military. Goffman 
uses the term ‘mortification’ in describing the 
attacks on identity and self that occur in ‘total 
institutions’ such as psychiatric hospitals, 
prisons, and concentration camps. These 
attacks take the form of: loss of contact with 
the outside world, ritual degradation, the 
removal of possessions, and lack of control. 
New recruits to the military describe similar 
tactics being used during their initial training 
period (Hale, 2008). As Hale notes:

“... they are suddenly immersed in a world 
that is totally unfamiliar to them and in 
which they have lost all cultural elements 
that had until now maintained the 
construction of their civilian identities.”

Whilst the ‘rupture’, or break in their ordinary 
experience, that Hale describes was not 
experienced suddenly but over time by the 
women who participated in Jo’s study, their 
abusers achieved this rupture by adopting 
many of the same tactics that Hale and 
Goffman describe. Drawing on participants’ 
own words, Jo discusses some of the tactics 
adopted by their abusive partners: isolation 
from support networks, surveillance, 
deprivation of privacy, dispossession and 
endrudgement.
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Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

https://youtu.be/uIANyOfmCwk
https://beds.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=60021882-14eb-44ff-86b7-ab9c00bfa770
https://www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/scwru/mrc
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Electronic Resources
For those working in, and with, children’s services

The Care Pathways of Children Entering Care – 
Where Do They End Up?
Prof Beth Neil, University of East Anglia
Beth Neil is a Professor of Social Work and 
Director of Social Work Research, at the 
University of East Anglia in Norwich. She teaches 
on qualifying and post-qualifying social work 
programmes and supervises PhD students. Her 
research interests are in adoption and children in 
care. 

In this webinar, Beth discusses the findings from 
her analysis of local authority administrative 
data on children who entered care. Using these 
records, children were followed up in the data 
set to find out what happened to them in terms 
of staying long term in care, or leaving (to go 
home, live with special guardians, or be 
adopted).

Beth discusses the different practice 
considerations for children entering care at 
different ages, and which children are most likely 
to have experienced stable reunifications with 
parents.

To view the webinar, please click on the image 
below.
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https://www.beds.ac.uk/iasr/mrc/resources-past-events/care-pathways/
https://www.beds.ac.uk/mrc
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